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apply

Overview

This guidance sets out Ofgembds pr oc-OdmesticRenefvable admi ni s
Heat Incentive scheme (RHI) under the Renewable Heat Incentive Regulations 2018 (as

amended). The guidance is provided in two volumes. This document is Volume 1 and

explains eligibility for the RHI and how those wishing to join the scheme can become

accredited or registered.

Volume 2 describes the ongoing r equirements for RHI participants, information on how
periodic support payments are calculated and paid, and our compliance and enforcement

powers.

Thisis a revised guidance forthe Non -Domestic RHI and supersedes the version published
on 30 March 2020. It reflects the legislative amendment s made tothe Non -Domestic RHI

Regulations as of 31 March 2021.
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1. Qur role in administering the sch

This chapter outlines the policy context, provides a background to the scheme, and

summari ses the agovernment 6s and Of agemds rol es.

RHI overview

1.1. The Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) is a world -first, government financial incentive
scheme designed to increase the uptake of renewable heat technologies and reduc e

carbon emissions.

1.2. The Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change used powers contained in the
Energy Act 2008 (6the Actd) to introduce the Renewse
Britain. The Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme Regulations 2011 came into force on
28 November 2011. The government is responsible for developing the underlying RHI
policy including setting tariffs, establishing the legislative framework, and introducing

any future changes to the scheme elements.

1.3. The governmenthasap pointed Ofgem to administer the RHI. Our E - Serve division has
extensive experience in delivering similar environmental schemes and our aim is to
make the RHI as effective and efficient as possible. A range of renewable heat

technologies is supported under the RHI. These include:

solid biomass, including when contained in waste (including CHP)
ground and water source heat pumps

air to water heat pumps

geothermal (including CHP)

solar thermal (at capacities of less than 200 kWth)

biogas combustion (except fr ~ om landfill gas but including CHP)

= =4 4 -4 -8 -—a -2

biomethane injection

1.4. Payments are made on a quarterly basis over a 20 -year period to the owner of the

RHI installation or the producer of biomethane.

15. This guidance is forthe Non  -Domestic RHI scheme. Domestic applicants can now apply

to the Domestic RHI. Further information on the Domestic RHI is available on our
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website .Please note you cannot apply to the Domestic and Non -Domestic RHI for the

same installation.

Our role in administering the Non - Domestic RHI

1.6. The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), is responsible
for developing the underpinning RHI policy including setting tariffs, establishing the
legislative framework, and introducing amendments to the scheme. Under the
regulations, we are the administrator of the RHI. Any queries about aspects of policy
should be addressed to BEIS.

Our key Functions

1.7. The Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme Regulations 2018 are a consolidated set of
regulations that encompass all the previous amendments as well as new changes. This

set of regulations should be referred to by all new applicants:

A The Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme Regulations 2018 2

A The Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme and Domestic Renewable Heat
Incentive Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2018 3

A The Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme and Domestic Renewable Heat
Incentive Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2019 4

A The Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme and Renewable Heat

Incentive Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2020 5
A The Domestic Renewable Heat | ncentive Scheme and Renewable Heat
Incentive Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2021 6

1.8. The Regulations detail our key functions with respect to the RHI. These include:

A accreditation of installations and registration of producers of biomethane
which meet the eligibility criteria, including verifying identity, bank details

and ownership of an installation

! https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental -programmes/domestic _ -renewable -heat -incentive -domestic -rhi
2 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/611/contents/made

3 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/635/conte nts/made

4 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/1052/contents/made

5 https://www.legislation.gov.uk /uksi/2020/650/contents/made

6 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2021/76/contents/made
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A publishing guidance for participants and prospective participants to

understand how to apply and how to comply with the conditions of the RHI

A making pay ments on a quarterly basis to participants for their eligible heat
output (kWhth) or biomethane produced

A monitoring and enforcing compliance with the initial eligibility and ongoing
requirements of the RHI as outlined in the Regulations

A undertaking inspe cti ons to ensure participantsé ongoi
the RHI are being complied with

A reporting to the Secretary of State on the progress of the RHI on a monthly,
quarterly and annual basis

A providing a review procedure that allows prospective, curren t and former
participants to challenge our decisions in relation to the administration of
the RHI if they believe our decisions are incorrect.

1.9. We will carry out these functions as efficiently and effectively as possible, and cannot

act beyond the scope of the powers as laid down with in the Regulations.

Scope of this guidance

1.10. We are responsible for publishing procedural guidance on the administration of the
RHI, including our approach to ensuring compliance with the RHI, dealing with
breaches of RHI requirements, and conduct of inspections and handling reviews of

decisions.

1.11. This guidance does not claim to anticipate every scenario that may arise. Where a
scenario arises that is not addressed in this guidance, we will adopt an approach that
we consider to be consistent with the relevant legislation. Any additional guidance we

publish will be available on our website.

1.12. This guidance is not intended to provide comprehensive legal advice on how the
Regulations should be interpreted or itself to have legal effect. At all times, the onus
is on the owner of an installation or producer of biomethane to ensure that he or she
is aware of the requir ements of the Regulations. We will provide advice on the
eligibility of technologies where we can. However, if a technology is new, developers
might find it helpful to seek their own legal and technical advice before approaching

us.
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1.13. This guidance represen ts our approach to matters concerning the general
administration of the scheme in accordance with the current Regulations. Where there
are future changes to the Regulations we will reconsider and revise our administrative

arrangements accordingly.

Public ation of tariffs

1.14. We will publish an adjusted tariff table on an annual basis to reflect changes in the
Retail Prices Index (RPI) and the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 7. This will be published
on or before 1 April each year for the period commencing on 1l April of that year and

ending on 31 March the following year.

1.15. With the degression mechanism we will also publish tariff tables on a quarterly basis
by 15 March, 15 June, 15 September and 15 December of each year. These tariff
tables will show the tariffs for participants who join the scheme in the next tariff
period, commencing after the date the tariff table is published, which will reflect any

changes to individual tariffs announced by BEIS.

BEIS is required to publish any tariff change notice a ffecting the next tariff period by
1 March, 1 June, 1 September and 1 December of each year. Any reductions in tariffs
announced by BEIS will only affect those applicants who have a date of registration
as producers of biomethane, or whose installations ha ve a date of accreditation after

the commencement of the tariff period commencing a

is published
1.16. Details and timings of the notices and tariff periods, and how degression will be
calculated, are set out in Volume 2, Chapter 8.
Reporting

1.17. In addition to providing monthly reports to BEIS on the uptake of the scheme, we will
publish quarterly and annual reports on our website from the launch of the scheme.

These public reports will include the following information:

A aggregated details of accredited installations and fuel type

A aggregated details of the technology replaced

” More information available from the Office of National Statistics (www.statistics.gov.uk)

10
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1.18.

1.19.

1.20.

A total amount of periodic support payments made in that reporting period

A total amount of heat generated for which payments have been mad e under
the RHI, as well as details of what this heat has been used for

A sustainability information for certain installations using biomass

A volume of biomethane injected by registered biomethane producers.

We will also publish the following aggregated info rmation on the Ofgem RHI website

on an ongoing basis:

A the number of accredited RHI installations and registered biomethane
producers

A the technology and installed capacity of the installations

A the total amount of heat generated and biomethane produced together with

the total amount of periodic support payments made under each tariff.

We will publish current information on the scheme and provide the location or link to

the public report.

We may also publish further information which we hold in relation to the performance

of our functions under the Regulations if requested to do so by the Secretary of State.

Queries

1.21.

Any queries relating to the scheme operation or applicant eligibility should be emailed

to rhi.enquiry@ofgem.gov.uk with the nature of the query clearly marked. If you are

an existing participant, please note in the query that you are a participant and your

installation number. Written queries should be sent to the address on the fron t of this
guidance, clearly marked for the attention of the RHI operational team. For telephone

enquiries, the team can be contacted on 0300 003 2289. The phone line is open

Monday to Friday, except public holidays. Please check the Ofgem RHI website for the

opening hours of the phone line.

Devolved Administrations

1.22.

In accordance with the Act, we can only make payments to eligible renewable heat

installations that are generating heat in England, Wales or Scotland, or to biomethane

11
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producers injecting into the grid in these regions. The Isle of Man and the Channel
Isla nds are excluded from the scheme. Amendments to the relevant legislation are a
matter for the Secretary of State and Scottish Ministers. Northern Ireland introduced
the RHI in their own legislation and guidance, which came into effect on 1 November
2012 8 We administer the NI RHI separately, on behalf of the Northern Ireland
government. Separate guidance for the Northern Ireland scheme is published by the
Northern Ireland Department for the Economy (DFE, formerly DETI). The scheme was

suspended to new appl ications in February 2016.

Treatment of personal data

1.23.

All personal data collected from participants will be processed in accordance with the

Data Protection Act 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2018.

We are a public authority and m ust protect the public funds we handle, so we may
use the information you have given us to prevent and detect fraud. As part of this
process, your information may be supplied to a third party that conducts ID verification

and bank account validity checks. We may also share this information, for the same
reasons, with other government organisations involved in the prevention and
detection of crime. Please note that some personal data will be shared with BEIS for

the purpose of monitoring the scheme and that, where appropriate, BEIS may share

that data with the Devolved Administrations.

RHI overview

Scheme eligibility

1.24.

1.25.

Applicants need to meet a range of eligibility requirements. These include
demonstrating that the heat they generate is used for an eligible purpose, that

metering arrangements are appropriate, and that grants have not been received for

certain purposes. P lease see the relevant chapters of this guidance, and the Ofgem

RHI website for information on how to do this.
The following checklists summarise the general e ligibility criteria that needs to be
satisfied before we can accredit your installation. For more detailed information,

please see the technology specific chapters.

8 The Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017, as amended by the Domestic
Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme Regulations (Northern Irel and) (2014).

12
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Table 1: General eligibility checklist:

OWNERSHIP:
1 Identity verified

9 Bank details validated
I Permission to act for others, where multiple owners

COMMISSIONING DATE:

1 Plant first installed and commissioned between 15 July 2009 and midnight at
the end of 31 March 2021. Those who have been granted an extension
application or a Tariff ~ Guarantee must have their plant installed and
commissioned on or before 31 March 2022.

1 Air to water heat pumps and biogas more than or equal to 200kWth
which must be first commissioned on or after 4 December 2013)

1 Commissioning date for CHP installations converted from electricity
generation is the date of conversion
GRANTS:

1 Declare that any grants from public funding that have been or will be received
for an eligible installation have been repaid or will be repaid by deduction to
incentive payments in ce  rtain circumstances

NEW:
i Plant was new at the time of installation (except for CHP conversions and
equipment to produce  biomethane)

Microgeneration Certification Scheme (MCS):

certification

1 The plant with installation capacity of 45kWth or less has MCS or equivalent

PROVIDING HEAT:
1 Plantis providing heat for at least one eligible heat use (heating a space, heating
water or carrying out a process inside a building, or cleaning or drying on a
commercial basis outside of a building)

NON-SINGLE DOMESTIC REQUIREMENTS:
1 The installation is not providing heat to the same premises as an
installation accredited under the Domestic RHI scheme
I Theinstallation is not  predominantly heating a single domestic premises

METERING ARRANGEMENTS:
I The metering arrangements will provide accurate measurement of the heat
output for eligible use and payment purposes

PLANNING PERMISSION:
1 Evidence from the relevant planning authority that any necessary planning
permission has been granted f  or the plant or that planning permission is
required

not

ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT or AIR QUALITY CERTIFICATE
1 Evidence that any necessary environmental permits have been granted for the
plant , evidence that an RHI emissions certificate applies to that plant .

13
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Technology specific eligibility criteria

1.26. In addition, further eligibility criteria apply in relation to both the size and technology
type of your installation. The following table summarises the technology - specific

criteria.

Table 2. Eligible te chnologies and sizes and technology specific criteria:

Eligible technology Technology - specific criteria

All scales eligible:

1 MCS certification requirements or equivalent apply for

Solid biomass installations less than or equal to 45kWth

9 Fuel eligibility requirements, including sustainability
requirements (see Volume 2)

I Air Quality requirements

All scales eligible:

Solid biomass in
waste 1 Mustburn waste

1 Fuel eligibility requirements (see Vo lume 2)

All scales eligible:

1 MCS certification requirements or equivalent apply for

Ground -source heat installations less than or equal to 45kWth
pumps and Water - I Must have a Coefficient of Performance (CoP) of at least 2.9
source heat 1 Reversible heat pumps must only measure heating not cooling
pumps I Capacity of heat pumps to be specified based on design
conditions
I Must have a design Seasonal Performance Factor (SPF) of at
least 2.5

All scales eligible:

1 Must not be designed to provide cooling
1 Must not be designed to use heat which has been expelled from
Air to water heat a building or from a process which generates heat
pumps 1 MCS certification requirements or equivalent apply for
installations less than or equal to 45kWth
1 Must have a Coefficient Performance (CoP) of at least 29
I Must have a design Seasonal Performance Factor (SPF) of at
least 2.5

All scales eligible

Geothermal 1 To count as geothermal, must generate heat using naturally -
occurring energy located and extracted from at least 500m
beneath the surface of solid earth

Solar thermal Installations less than 200 kWth eligible:

14
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1 MCS certification requirements or equivalent apply for
installations less than or equal to 45kWth
1 Collector type must be flat plate or evacuated tube

All scales eligible (installations 200 kWth and above are eligible if first
commissioned on or after 4 December 2013):

1 Gas must be from anaerobic digestion, gasification or pyrolysis
Biogas combustion 9 Participant must not use biogas from anaerobic digestion which
is landfill gas

1 May n ot generate heat from solid biomass
91 Fuel eligibility requirements, including sustainability
requirements (see Volume 2)

All scales eligible:

1 Must be one of the following technologies: deep geothermal,
biogas, solid biomass contained in waste or solid biomass, and
meet the criteria for those technologies.

9 Must not have been accredited under the RO and at any time
since it was accredited have been
be capacity in respect of which a declaration under Article 28(7)
of the ROO 2009 (or Scottish equivalent) or under Article 35(7)
of the ROO 2015 has been made

9 Eligible if a new combustion unit (which includes the biogas
production plant) is added to an existing CHP system and the
combustion unit was installed and first com missioned on or after
4 December 2013.

9 If the relevant plant(s) use solid biomass, the installation is
CHPQA certified and the relevant plant(s) were first
commissioned on or after 4 December 2013 it will be eligible for
the bespoke New Solid Biomass CHP tariff. Plants with tariff start
dates on or after 1 August 2016 must in addition operate with a
power efficiency of atleast 20% to receive this tariff.

CHP

All scales eligible:

1 The existing regulatory framework external to Ofgem must be
adhered to at all times. No further RHI - specific accreditation
standards exist.

I Documents required to demonstrate that the biomethane
produced meets, or is expected to meet, all of the Health and
Safety Executive requirements on g as safety.

1 Fuel eligibility requirements, including sustainability
requirements (see Vol ume 2)

Biomethane injection

15



Non-Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive

2. How to apply

This chapter sets out what accreditation under the Non -Domestic RHI means, what the
process is for applying to the scheme, and how to determine how many applications
you need to complete. The registration process for biomethane producers is addressed

separately in chapter 12.

Figure 1 : High-level end -to-end process for a Non -Domestic RHI participant

Owner submits
periodic data on
an ongoing basis

Owner submits
an application

Ofgem accredits
the installation

Owner decides

Support ends

to apply for RHI including providing all
accreditation uploading eligibility criteria after 20 years
documents are met

Ofgem provides
quarterly RHI
payments

Scheme Closure

2.1 The NDRHI scheme will close to all new applications (including applications for
accreditation, preliminary accreditation, registration, preliminary registration,
additional capacity, additional biomethane and Tariff Guarantees (TG)) from midnight

atthe en d of 31 March 2021 , barring some exceptions listed in 2.3

Eligible plants seeking accreditation must have been commissioned and submitted a
properly made application for accreditation by midnight at the end of 31 March 2021
(apart from the exceptions listed below in 2.3) . Similarly, producers of biomethane
must have commissioned the equipment used to produce biomethane (which includes

the biogas production plant) , commenced injecting b iomethane and submitted a
properly made application by midnight at the end of 31 March 2021. In both cases the

plant must be commissioned prior to the submission of a properly made application for
accreditation or  registration. Please refer to chapter 4 of this document for further

information on commissioning and general eligibility requirements

2.2 We encourage participants to submit a properly made application for eligible plants  as
early as possible, and in advance of scheme closure, so that where possible, issues may

be identified and addressed prior to the closure of the scheme.
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2.3 There are some circumstances under which an application for accreditation or

registration can be made post - scheme closure. These include cases where:

A A plant has been replaced (see Chapter 1 2, Volume 2)

A ATariff Guarantee  (TG) has beenissued by Ofgem before or after 31 March
2021 or if a TG is still being assessed or was held in a queue and budget
becomes available , the deadline to commission specified in the notice (and
for biomethane applications, commence injection of biomethane) and apply
for full accreditation or registration is 31 March 2022. Please see our easy

quide to tariff guarantee

A Ofgemhas approved an extension application before or after 31 March 2021
or if a extension application is still being assessed or was held in a queue
and budget becomes available the deadline to commission and apply for
full accreditation is 31 March 2022 . Extension applications, must be properly
made and be submitted from 1 Mar  ch 2021 and before midnight at the end
of 31 March 2021. These applicants must demonstrate significant capital, or
significant human or material resource was invested in the development of
a plant on or before 17 August 2020 and the application must be sup ported

with specific evidence . Please see our Guidance on extension applications.

Extension applications

2.4 On 5 November 2020, the Government confirmed plans to enact further changes to the
NDRHI to allow non -Tariff Guarantee (TG) eligible projects impacted by coronavirus
(Covid -19) related delays to apply for an extension application between 1 March 2021
and before midnight at the en d of 31 March 2021. In order to be eligible for an
6extension applicationd applicants wil/l have to evi
human or material resource had been invested in the development of a plant on or
before 17 August 2020  °.

25 An applicant who has had their extension application approved by Ofgem will then be
able to apply for full accreditation on or before 31 March 2022. Please see our Guidance

on extension applications.

9 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes -to -the -renewable -heat -incentive -rhi -
schemes/changes -to -rhi-support -and -covid -19 -response -further -government -response
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2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

2.10

The extension application mechanism will not be available to tariff guarantee (TG)

eligible installations. However, changes to deadlines for certain TG applicants 10 in the
second allocation of TGs (TG2) and the introduction of the third allocation of TGs (TG3)

provide eligible installations until 31 March 2022 in which to commission and submit a

full application for accreditation or registration after the closure of the NDRHI. Those
that are eligible to apply for TGs may apply for TG3 and benefit from the extended
commissioning deadline that it offers (where budget is available) . For more information
on TGs, and to see whether your technology is eligible, please re fer to the Guide to

Tariff Guarantees 1.

Payments will not be made for periodic data periods after 31 March 2041 to any
participant on the NDRHI. This means that applicants who apply for full accreditation or
registration following the grant of an extensi on application or TG and have a date of
accreditation or date of registration after 31 March 2021, will be eligible for RHI

payments from the their date of accreditation or registration up to 31 March 2041.

Accreditation under the Non -Domestic RHI

Overv iew

In order to receive support under the RHI, an eligible installation will have to be
accredited. Accreditation (which is defined in the Regulations) is the term that we use

to denote admission of an applicant to the RHI once we determine that the insta llation
meets the eligibility criteria of the scheme and that the application for accreditation is

properly made.

Biomethane producers are treated differently to other participants in the RHI. For full
details on how to register as a biomethane pro ducer for the RHI, please see C  hapter
12.

In order to gain accreditation for an installation, an applicant will have to demonstrate
that an installation meets the RHI eligibility criteria, including that the installation is of

an eligible renewable heat technology type and size, the heat is used f or an eligible

10 please note Tariff Guarantee (TG) applications in the second allocation that were sub mitted between 29 June
2020 and 19 July 2020 (inclusive) will still have a deadline of 31 March 2021 to commission and submit a full

accreditation application

1 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications -and -updates/non -domestic_-rhi -main -guidance
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purpose and that metering arrangements are appropriate. For further information on

general and technology -specific eligibility requirements, please see chapters 6 to 12.

Information on eligible heat uses can be found in Chapter 5, and the re quirements for

metering arrangements are explained in detail in Chapter 13.

Before you apply

2.11  Before you apply, we recommend you follow the advice below to improve the likelihood

of a smooth passage through the application process:

A

Read the relevant sect ions of this guidance in full. It provides detailed
information on our approach to administering the scheme, eligibility
requirements and information on areas of interpretation.

Prepare your accreditation application well. Gather relevant information

(e.g. technical specifications/photos of meters and plant, schematics,
planning consents, invoices and commissioning documents) that you will

need to provide, and it is recommended that you send the information in

this way. This guidance provides information on the types of information we
will need applicants to provide.

Submit a high -quality application. If your application is unclear or the
accompanying documentation is illegible, this can cause delays in
processing your application until you can resubmit any clarifications. We
recommend you provide clear, concise, and complete information and
ensure electronic documents are high quality (e.g. easy to navigate, any

scans are legible). This may affect the date from which you are eligible and

receive payments fro m.

Many applicants engage an expert to help with the installation and
application process. Having professional help may make the process faster

and easier. Inthiscase , you can register them as an additional user on your
account and they can carry out par ts of the application on your behalf.
Ofgem will not include all additional users in email correspondence Lltis
therefore the applicants respons ibility to share any information with the
additional users.

Ensure you are already complying with the relevant ongoing obligations.
Providing we are satisfied that on the date you applied for the RHI scheme

you met all the eligibility criteria then this is usually the date from which

you will accrue payments. We can change this date if we are not satisfied
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thatyour application was Oproperly madedé at the

paragraphs 2.14 1 2.17.

Making an application

Figure 2:  How to apply for accreditation

OWNER OFGEM
Installation
ACCREDITED

Enters installation
Creates . N
g information and

provides supporting
il documentation

Reviews
application

Installation
NOT
ACCREDITED

Requests
further info

2.12  Toapply for accreditation for an installation, you will need to do so online via the Ofgem_
RHI website 2. If you are unable to apply online, please call us on 0300 003 2289 to
discuss your requirements. We may provide paper applications in exceptional
circumstances. We strongly recommend that you apply via the online system as this
will allow us to process your application more efficiently. We encourage applicants to
submit their applicatio  ns as early as possible  once eligible to do so,  within the relevant
timescales for the application type , and in advance of scheme closure on midnight 31
March 2021 or where extended on 31 March 2022.

2.13  Accreditation can only be granted once an eligible inst allation has been first
commi ssioned. For information on preliminary accredi

accreditationd section of thisnaochyaprteegri shhealadw omrd tshee

Chapter 13 for biomethane applicants. For information on tariff guarantee accreditation,

please see the Guide to Tariff Guarantees 13,

2.14  When completing the RHI application process online, all accreditation questions relevant
to your installation must be answered before you can submit your application. The

information you will need to provide at the application stage will depend on the

2 www.ofgem.gov.uk/RHI
13 https ://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications -and -updates/non -domestic -rhi-main -guidance
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2.15

2.16

2.17

2.18

2.19

tech nology type and size of your installation, and the complexity of your heat uses. You

will also be required to provide supporting evidence as part of your application, which

will depend on your technology type and other variables. All applicants will normal ly be
required to provide evidence relating to the commissioning and purchase of their
equipment, which may take the form of receipts or invoices, as well as a commissioning

certificate. We also advise you to take photographs of your meters showing the ope ning

readings.

You will also have to declare that you (or the owner(s) you represent) will continue to
meet the ongoing obligations required by the scheme, in order for us to accredit your

installation. For further information on these obligations, please see Volume 2 .

You must ensure that the information you submit is accurate. If we subsequently find

that accreditation information was incorrect, we will take compliance action. Receiving
a financial gain through knowingly submitting false information constitutes fraud.

Where we suspect this has happened our Counter Fraud Team will investigate where
appropriate, refer the case to Action Fraud and the releva nt police authority. This may
lead to a criminal prosecution, in addition to suspension of payment and/or removal

from the scheme.

Incomplete applications  sent to Ofgem, prior to scheme closure , which do not meet the
required eligibility criteria will not be accepted. Applications for accreditation and

registration must be submitted on or before midnight at the end of 31 March 2021.

Late applications submitted after scheme closure from midnight 31 March 2021 will not
be accepted. Of ge mb shelkxactttnngstofeapplicatibnaciggationt various
stages of completion and submission. In the event of a late application submission,
Ofgem will refer to its IT system logs to assess whether the application was submitted

prior to scheme closure.

In the ev ent that there are IT issues with the NDRHI register or other Ofgem systems,

please let us know as soon as possible by emailing RHI.Accreditation@ofgem.gov.uk

stating the nature IT issues encountered, provide a screenshot of the problem and

providing your contact details ( email and telephone number), the technology type you

are applying for and the serial number/capacity. Ofgem will review its IT system to
investigate the issue reported as soon as poss ibleandt he team will contact you as soon

as possible to assist within normal business hours.
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2.20 Ofgem understands the importance to applicants of the 31 March 2021 deadline. If
there are any issues with the NDRHI Register that mean applicants are unable to submit
their applications outside office hours on the final day of the scheme, Ofgem will provide
an alternative route for applications. Applications should email

RHI.Accreditation@ofgem.gov.uk stating the nature IT issues encountered, provide a

screenshot of the problem and providing your contact details ( email and telephone
number), the technology type you are a pplying for and the serial number/capacity. In
addition to the notification email, we would request you to send us by email the details

for your application including supporting documents that would allow it to be considered

a properly made application for the specific application and technology type.
2.21  Ofgem will not accept  blanket emails from applicants in the final days ahead of scheme
closure as an alternative to of a properly made application, in attempt to circumvent

the deadline of scheme closure.

2.22 In the event that you have to submit an application via email due to IT issues, the
Ofgem team will support in the submission of the appropriate application via the

Register as soon as the IT issues are resolved

Date of accreditation

2.23 Thedate of accred itation for your installation is the date from which your RHI payments
will be calculated. If your application is successful, the date of accreditation will be the

first date on which all three of the following requirements are satisfied:

A the application i s 6properly made 6 in accordance
Regulations (including your supplying us with any information
and/or documents relating to your application we have requested
you supply);
A all RHI eligibility requirements applicable to the installation are
satisf ied; and
A the installation has been commissioned. To ensure that the
processing of your application can be completed in a timely
manner, you should enter your bank details on the Register as
soon as possible after you have completed your online

application.
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2.24  Ifin exceptional circumstances you are submitting a paper application, the same criteria

as set out above will apply to determine whether your application is successful. We

recommend that proof of posting/delivery should be obtained when submitting post al
applications.
2.25 The RHI (Amendment) Regulations 2013 introduced a long - term cost control

mechani sm, referred to within our guidance as the 6d
that in certain circumstances, set out in the RHI (Amendment) Regulations 2013 ,
reductions can be made to an individual tariff or tariffs. The RHI Regulations 2018

introduced a new updated O6degression mechani smod.

2.26  The date of accreditation for your installation will determine the tariff you receive. Your
application must meet all the requirements set out above, particularly when notification
of a tariff reduction has been announced. Further information on the degress ion

mechanism can be found in Volume 2, C hapter 8.

All technologies, excluding producers of biomethane

2.27 ltis important to note that the applicable tariff and the date that RHI payments are

calculated from is the later of:

1 thefirst day on or after we receive your application on which both
the application was Oproperly maded and the
were met, and

1 the date your installation was commissioned.

228 A Oproperly maded application must include all/l i nfo
form to a suitable standard, to enable us to make a decision on the eligibility of your

installation.

229 If the applic at i on i s not Oproperly madeo (or t he i nst
commissioned prior to this), you are not entitled to a tariff or RHI payments from this
date. Therefore, it is in your interest to ensure that your application provides all the
necessary information when you submit it, or that any outstanding information required

is submitted to us as soon as possible.
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Producers of biomethane only

230 For producers of biomethane, the 6date of registrat
receiveyourappli cati on on which the application was O&éproper
application must include all information we ask for in the application form to a suitable

standard, to enable us to make a decision on the eligibility of your installation.

Requests from us for further information or site inspection

2.31 Once you have submitted your application, we will review all the information before
making a decision as to whether the installation can be accredited. In some cases, we
will need to contact you for further information to enable us to verify eligibility. After

submitting your application please check for any follow -up communication from us.

2.32  If we need to contact you for further information in order to be able to determine your
application we may  specify a period of no less than 4 weeks, within which time we
expect the further information to have been provided to us. Whilst we would normally
expect to specify a 4 - week period, if we are satisfied that it would be reasonable to

extend the time speci  fied then we may do so.

2.33  If after the expiry of this specified period (as extended where relevant) you have not
provided us with the further information, we may reject your application. In this
instance, we would notify you in writing of this decision and the reasons for the decision

taken.

2.34  Please note that your application cannot be approved until you have sent your identity
and bank details, and these have been verified by us. We strongly advise that you
submit these details to us at the earliest opportunity (without them, your application
cannot be considered as properly made, which may affect your date of

accreditation/registration).

2.35 Please also note that before your installation is accredited or you are registered as a
biomethane produ cer, we may arrange a site inspection(s) so that we can be assured
that it is eligible and should be accredited , or that your biomethane production

equipment should be registered.
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Accreditation decision

2.36 If we are satisfied that the application has bee n properly made, that all of the relevant
eligibility criteria have been met and that you are able to comply with the ongoing
obligations of the scheme, we will accredit the installation and you will become a

participant in the scheme. We will notify you i n writing of the decision.

2.37  Once you are a participant in the scheme, you are able to receive support for the heat
produced by your accredited installation. We will send you a statement of eligibility,

which will include the following:

A the date of accreditation

A the applicable tariff rate for your installation

A the process and timing for providing meter readings

A details of the frequency and timetable for payments

A the tariff lifetime and the tariff end date for the installation

A the terms and conditions for your ongoing participation in the

scheme.

2.38  If your application is not successful, you will be notified in writing of the reason(s). You
are entitled to ask for a review of this decision. For more information on how to request

a review, please see the Dispute Resolution Chapter 1 7 in Volume 2.

How to apply when you have multiple plants

2.39  Applicants should apply only once for each installation for which they wish to claim RHI
support. If you have multiple plants, then you need to know whether these can be

applied for separately or if they should be considered together as a single installation.

2.40  Asprovided in the Regulations 14, an installation can consist of one plant only unless two

or more plants making up an installation meet the following criteria:

14 Regulations, Part 2, chapter 2, Regulation 19.
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A the plants meet the eligibility criteria

A the plants use the same source of energy and technology (eg
ground source heat pump)

A the plants form part of a common heating system (hydraulically
connected)

A none of the plants have already bee n accredited as an RHI

installation.

2.41 In these cases, two or more plants will be regarded as a single installation for RHI

purposes. You should only make one application for that single installation in this

instance.

2.42  Please see Figure 3 to assess whether you should submit single application or multiple

applications, for RHI support.

Figure 3: Do I need to submit a single application for RHI support or multiple applications?

ow many plants
are you applying
for RHI support
for?

This comprises allthe

plants except for any

which are already RHI
accredited

You have ONE
installation

More than 1

Do all of the plants
use the same source
of energy and
technology?

Do all of the plants
form part of a
common heating

system?

Are any of the
plants already
accredited under
the RHI?

Each installation will be comprised of

those plantswhich:

e  Arethe same technology and
use the same energy source

. Form part of a common heating
system

e Arenotalready RHI accredited

You have
MULTIPLE
installations

A 4

2.43  Where an installation comprises more than one plant, we will consider the comb ined
installation capacity of the plants when determining the appropriate eligibility criteria
for the installation. For example, the independent report on metering arrangements
(see Chapter 13 for further information on the report) would be required if th e combined
installation capacity of both boilers is equal to or greater than 1MWth (please see the

6l nstallation Capacityd section of Chapter 4)
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2.44  The combined installation capacity will also determine the tariff band applicable for the
technologies, which receive different tariffs based on their capacity. Furthermore, if one
or more of the plants is already accredited under the RHI, the addition of a further plant
may be treated as O6additional <capaci tpacityochaPtetrease r ef
10 in Volume 2 for further information on how to apply for accreditation for the

additional plant(s).

245 The NDRHI scheme will close to all new applications (including applications for
accreditation, preliminary accreditation, registration, p reliminary registration,
additional capacity, additional biomethane and Tariff Guarantees (TG)) from midnight
at the end of 31 March 2021, barring some exceptions . Please refer to chapter 2 section

2.3 above for further information on these exceptions

2.46 Please note that additional capacity is different from modified capacity for ground
source heat pumps or shared group loop systems. Further information on modified
capacity for shared group loops systems can be found in Volume 1 Chapter 8 and

Volume 2 Chap ter5.

2.47 District heating T such as a central boiler for an apartment building, or a network of
pipes delivering heat from a central installation to a number of local households or
businesses 1 will be eligible for the RHI where the heat is produced by an e ligible
installation. An installation supplying heat by way of district heating will be treated in
the same way as any other RHI installation of that technology and fuel type which is
generating eligible heat. There is no uplift for district heating instal lations. For example,
a district heating system served by a 600kWth biomass boiler will be treated the same
way as a 600kWth boiler heating a single non -domestic building in terms of RHI

eligibility and support levels.

248 Pl ease see the Ol nsspsectto onlsi rachdp arctcye premi sesd sect
approach to instances where the eligible heat use occurs on third - party premises not
owned or controlled by the participant. We may also require you to provide evidence
that domestic premises receiving hea t from the heat distribution system are domestic

and do not have ineligible uses.

Location of the plant
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2.49  Accreditation is assigned to the installation at the location that is provided at
application. An accredited installation can be relocated. Further i nformation on the
relocation of your accredited installation can be found in the section below and in the

Change of Ownership chapter 11 in Volume 2.

250 Aplant can be removed from its position for maintenance or minor repairs, turned back
on and reconnecte d to the heating system, as long as the plant remains at the location
for which it has been assigned accreditation. Removing a plant from its position for
these specified purposes will not be considered a relocation of the plant. Should your
plant require  major repairs or maintenance that must be conducted at a separate
|l ocation from the plantés accredited | ocation, you

plant from its accredited

Relocation of an accredited installation

2,51 Ifanaccredited installation is relocated the participant/owner must notify us within 28
days of the installation being disconnected. You will be required to submit a photograph
of the closing meter reading(s) for all RHI relevant meters. Once you have relocated
your inst allation you will need to apply for accreditation via the RHI register. We will

then assess if the installationés eligibility critel

2.52  During this assessment we may request to see any of the information set out in
Schedule 2 to the Regulations. The application and supporting documentation will be
reviewed. Payments will resume from the date of accreditation of the installation at the
new location subject to compliance with ongoing obligations, and will continue for the
duration of the 20 - year lifetime given when the installation was first accredited in its

original location.

Inspections and access to third - party premises

2.53 In order to ensure compliance with the scheme, we (or agents authorised on our
behalf), will carry out a programme of site inspections of installations at the pre -

accreditation stage and of accredited installations on an ongoing basis.

2.54 If the installation, and/or its associated infrastructure, is located on a third - party

premises not owned or ¢ ontrolled by you, the participant, you will be required, as a
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condition of accreditation, to ensure access (by contractual or other means) for us (or
our authorised agents) to such premises for the purposes of inspection. This will include
access to non - domestic premises that are served by the installation for the purpose of
verifying eligible heat use. We may also require you to provide evidence that domestic
premises receiving heat from the heat distribution system are in fact domestic and do

not have in eligible uses (e.g. site plans for domestic premises or external photographs).

2.55  Further information regarding our approach to the audit and inspection of accredited

installations can be found in Volume 2, Chapter 1 6.

2.56 For detailed information on how to app ly for the RHI please see the Easy Guide to

applying 1°.

15 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/system/fi les/docs/2018/05/easy_quide_to_applying.pdf
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3. Preliminary accreditation

This chapter sets out what preliminary accreditation means, and who is eligible.

3.1 The NDRHI scheme will close to all new applications (including applications for
accreditation, preliminary accreditation, registration, preliminary registration,
additional capacity, additional biomethane and Tariff Guarantees (TG)) from mid night
at the end of 31 March 2021, barring some exceptions. (Please refer to  Chapter 2 for

further information on these exceptions ).

3.2 In certain cases, applicants who are proposing to construct or operate an installation
can apply for preliminary accreditation. The government has decided to allow
preliminary accreditation for certain proposed installations at the planning stage to give

relevant applicants more certainty about future accreditation.

3.3 Biomethane producers are treated differently to other participants in the RHI. Instead
of the accreditation of a renewable heating installation, the process for biomethane
producers i s described in t he Regul ati ons as Or e

biomethane registration can be found in chapter 12.

3.4 For detailed information on how to apply for the RHI , please see the Easy Guide t o

Applying to the Non __-Domestic RHI

3.5 Any applicant who  has been granted a preliminary accreditation or registration must
commission and submit a properly made full application for accreditation or registration
before midnight at the end of 31 March 2021. If no full application is submitted by this
point, the preliminary application can no longer be converted. Please refer to chapter 1

for further information on the closure of the RHI.

What does preliminary accreditation mean?

3.6 Preliminary accreditation means an individual or an organisation can submit plans and
evidence for installations that have not yet been commissioned, demonstrating that

once built, an installation would meet the eligibility criteria of the RHI scheme. If we
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are satisfied that the eligibility criteria would be met, that it is likely renewable heat will
be generated at the plant and that certain planning requirements are met, we will grant
preliminary accreditation, which may include conditions. It is only available for

installations that have not yet been commissioned.

3.7 Preliminary accreditation can be considered as a f
does not itse If make the applicant a participant on the scheme, and no payments will
be made on the basis of a preliminary accreditation. However, it does give assurance
that once the proposed installation is built and th
to the scheme, we will grant full accreditation providing that the installation is built in

line with the plans submitted, and other conditions are met as set out below.

3.8 There are no time limits on the validity of preliminary accreditation. However, receipt
of prel i minary accreditation i s not a guar ant ee t he
application will be granted. In certain circumstances, which are specified in the
Regulations, we will not grant full accreditation. This includes where the legislation has
chan ged since the preliminary accreditation in a way that means that, if the application
for preliminary accreditation had been made after the change, it would have been
refused. Similarly, preliminary accreditation does not guarantee that a specific tariff

rate will be received if future regulation changes affect tariff rates.

Who is eligible for preliminary accreditation?

3.9 Preliminary accreditation is only available to applicants with the following technologies:

A geothermal

P

biogas

A solid biomass and  solid biomass contained in waste installations
with a capacity of 200kWth and above

A solid biomass CHP installations which are eligible for the Solid

Biomass CHP tariff (other CHP installations which fall under one

of the technology types listed above are a Iso eligible for

preliminary accreditation as one of those technologies).

3.10 From 22 May 2018 preliminary accreditation is also available for the following

technologies:
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A ground source heat pumps with an installation capacity of
100kWth and above

A air source heat pumps with an installation capacity of 45kWth
and above

A shared ground loops systems with an installation capacity of
100kWth and above.

3.11  Applicants for preliminary accreditation must provide evidence that relevant planning
requirements relating to the construction or operation of an installation are satisfied.
This means that an installation has been granted the necessary planning permission, or
that such planning permission is not required and appropriate evidence of this is

provided to us.

3.12 Inthe case of conditional planning permission, this should be provided along with an
explanation of why it is conditional, or we may not grant preliminary accreditation. We
cannot grant preliminary accreditation unless the consent or permission is forthcoming,
or it is evidenced that consent or permission is not needed. Given time limits on
planning consents and permissions, we will only grant preliminary accreditation if the

consent or permission is current.

Metering requirements

3.13 As part of your preliminary accreditation application, you will be required to submit a
schematic diagram detailing the proposed layout of your installation including
positioning and the number of meters that will be used. Please see s ection 6Schemat.i
di agr a miaptdr nL3 d this volume for further information on this requirement. You
are not required at this stage to provide information regarding meter serial number(s),
make(s) or model(s) of your meter(s), where these have not yet been selected. You
will be required t o provide an updated schematic with the full details if you later apply

for full accreditation.

Who is eligible for preliminary accreditation?

3.14  All applicants who receive preliminary accreditation for an installation will be required
to advise us ofany m  aterial changes made to the installation. Applicants should contact
us for advice if they are in any doubt as to whether the changes they are considering

are material.
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3.15 Please note that the eligibility requirement in relation to publicly funded grants also
applies to applicants for and recipients of preliminary accreditation. Please refer to
Chapter 4 of this guidance for further information where you are in receipt of a publicly

funded grant.

3.16 We may attach other conditions upon granting preliminary accred itation to an applicant.
These will depend on the circumstances of the application and will be determined on a

case-by -case basis.

Notification of preliminary accreditation

3.17  We will confirm preliminary accreditation in writing. Preliminary accreditation will in
most cases be effective from the date we issue the notification letter to you or, in some
circumstances, a later date we may specify in the notice. The notification letter will also

specify any conditions attached to the preliminary a ccreditation.

3.18 We may also contact applicants to specify any further information needed before

preliminary accreditation can be granted.

3.19 If we decide to reject an application, we will write to you with an explanation of the

reasons.

Circumstances under which preliminary accreditation conditions may be
attached, amended, or preliminary accreditation withdrawn

3.20 The Regulations set out circumstances in which, following the granting of preliminary
accreditation, conditions may be attached or amended, o r a preliminary accreditation

can be withdrawn. These circumstances are:

A there has been a material change(s) in circumstances since the
preliminary accreditation was granted

A the information contained in the original application was incorrect
in a material respect

A there has been a change in the applicable legislation since the date
of preliminary accreditation, and that change is such that if the
application for preliminary accreditation had been made after this
change the preliminary accreditation would not have been

granted .
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A any conditions attached at the date of granting preliminary

accreditation have not been complied with.

Receiving full accreditation after preliminary accreditation

3.21 Once an installation in receipt of preliminary accreditation has been built, the owner of
the installation can apply for full accreditation. Once a preliminary accreditation has
been granted, the applicant must commission  their installation ~ and submit a properly
made full application for accreditation before midnig ht at the end of 31 March 2 021. As
part of their application for full accreditation the applicant should give the reference
number of the preliminary accreditation. The application for full accreditation should be
made as a fresh application via the online RHI Register. The approved preliminary

application should not be edited except as advised by us.

3.22 In assessing the application for full accreditation, we will take into account the

preliminary accreditation granted, as explained in the next paragraph.

3.23 The installation has been built and commissioned in line with the original preliminary
accreditation, preliminary accreditation has not been withdrawn and any conditions
(including amended or additional conditions) set out in the preliminary accreditation

continue to be complied with, we will grant full accreditation unless:

A we consider the information on which the original preliminary
accreditation was based was incorrect in a material respect such
that, if we had known about it at the time of preliminary
accreditation, we would not have granted the preliminary

accreditation.

A there has been a material change in circumstances or a change in
applicable legislation since the date of preliminary accreditation
such that, in either case, if the application for pr eliminary
accreditation had been made after the date of the change it would

have been refused.

3.24  Please note, the preliminary accreditation will be restricted to the aspects of the

installation you provided information for, and is not a guarantee of full accreditation.
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Tariff Guarantees

3.25 Tariff Guarantees (TGs) were introduced on 22 May 2018. TGs allow applicants to
secure a guaranteed tariff rate (which will apply if the plant becomes accredited or the
producer of biomethane becomes registered) before their installation is commissioned
and they submit a full application for accreditation or registration to the RHI. A TG does
not guarantee accreditation or registration. However, each application will still need to

comply with all of th e regulations in place at the time of accreditation or registration.
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4, General eligibility requirements

This chapter sets out in more detail the general eligibility requirements for accreditation
under the Non -Domestic RHI that apply to all installations, plus defines some of the terms

used under the RHI. See C  hapters 6 to 12 for the requirements for individ ual technoloaies.

The owner of the installation must be the applicant

4.1 It is a requirement that the owner, or where more than one person is the owner one of
the owners with authority to act on behalf of all other own ers the 6representative
o wn &%), df an installation is the person making the application for accreditation. An
6ownerd in the context of the RHI is the person/ org
liabilities in respect of an RHI installation. The owner, or the representative owner, is
the person who will receive RHI payments for an accredited installation. We expect that
the owner will nhormally be the person/organisation who purchased and paid for the

installation of the equipment.

4.2 Split or shared ownership of different parts of an installation is permissible under the
RHI, provided that only one representative owner makes the application for
accreditation. If accredited, this representative owner will receive all of the RHI
payments. It is not possible for mul tiple owners of an installation to apply to the RHI
for accreditation of that single system; there must only be one applicant/participant.
Additionally, in instances of split or shared ownership, a legal agreement should exist
between the different owners of the installation and evidence may be requested by
Ofgem. This agreement should nominate the representative owner to make the
application, and if the installation is accredited, to be the recipient of all the RHI
payments. The representative owner on sub mitting an application to Ofgem must be
satisfied that any agreements they hold with other owners does not impair their ability
to comply with the RHI Regulations. Please note, Ofgem will not involve itself in disputes
between the representative owner and the other owners of the installation. However, if
there is any failure to comply with the RHI®&s ongo
installation, even by the other owners, Ofgem can apply sanctions, including revoking

accreditation.

16 Where there is more than one owner of an accredited RHI installation, the owner with the authority to act on
behalf of all owners is referred to as the representative owner.
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4.3 The only exception t o t he above is in the circumstance of a
a conditional sale agreement or any agreement of a similar na tured. I n these case
Act’  defines the oO6ownerd for RHI purposes to be the p

under such an agreement, and it is this person who should apply for the RHI. We may

require evidence from the applicant to verify that such an agreement is in place. We

wi | | interpret oO0any agreement of a similar natureo
separation of legal ownership and physical possession, and containing provision (which

may be subject to conditions) for the ultimate transfer of ownership to the person who

has possession.

4.4 As part of the application for accreditation, the applicant will be required t o declare that
they are the owner, or representative owner, of the relevant eligible installation. Only
one application will be accepted for any one eligible installation. We may request to see
evidence of the agreement between multiple owners (suchasac ontract or signed letter

of consent) as part of the accreditation process or as part of an audit.

4.5 Where the prospective participant is a company or public authority, an individual within
that organisation should be nominated by the owner or representative owner to act on
the organisationés behalf when applying for accredi

individual 8) .

Installation capacity

4.6 For the purposes of the RHI, the installation capacity will be the total installed peak
heat output capacity of the installation. In most cases, the installation capacity should
be simple to establish, as it will be part of the information provided by the manufacturer.

Details of the installation capacity must be provided as part of the accreditation pro cess.

4.7 We are aware that for solar thermal plants the installation capacity is not always
provided and may need to be calculated. Please ask your installer or manufacturer for

information about the appropriate calculation for your installation.

4.8 Where ther e is no standard information from the manufacturer, e.g. for bespoke
equipment, you may have to provide us with technical evidence to prove the installation

capacity as part of the accreditation process.

17 http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/legislation/energy_act_08/energy_act_08.aspx
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What is an installation?

4.9 The concept toifomd nisst ailmhpaort ant in order to work out

new, or for which you must not have received a grant.

410 An 6eligible installationdé is defined in the Re g
equipment, apparatus, or appliance) which meets the el igibility criteria. The eligibility
criteria include those set out in Part Two of Chapter 2 of the Regulations & whichrequire
that eligible installations must O0generate heatd usi

and technologies.

411 Determining the it ems of plant which are integral to the gen eration of heat (and which
will therefore, form an eligible installation) will depend on the particular facts and
circumstances of each case. However, the tables at the start of each technology -
specific chapter sh  ow the position which we will usually adopt in assessing whether
particular items of a plant form part of an o6eligib
interpretation has taken into account BEI S6s tariff
compensate f or the additional cost of a renewable heat technology installation as

compared to the cost of a gas installation (fossil fuel counterfactual).

4.12  The following is a list of equipment which is usually not included in the definition of

6el i gibl e i(NBshe bstid natexhaustide):

A Heat (hot water/ liquid and steam) meters

A Heat distribution system (e.g. pipes delivering heat to users,
heating controls, pumps, valves, radiators/ heat distribution heat
exchangers etc.) (Note: We include the distribution pipes to
individual heat pumps in shared ground loop systems as part of
an eligible installation)

A Heat storage equipment

™

Other buildings housing the plant equipment (e.g. boiler house)

A Foundations

4.13 CHP plants have a specific regulation in refe rence to what is classed as

RHI . See the O6New plantd section below for details.
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4.14  Please note that in the case of fuel storage equipment such as hoppers for biomass
boilers, we would expect at least one hopper to be new (to reflect the fact th at storage
equipment was anticipated in the tariff) T but it is acceptable for the applicant to also

have additional storage equipment in place which is not new.

4.15 Please also note that although flue stacks would not be required to be new for RHI
purposes, any new plant requires a health and safety assessment of the flue stack

design (irrespective of the RHI).

RHI interaction with publicly funded grants

416  With one exception, set out in 4.19 below, the Regulations state that an eligible
installatio n must not be accredited and a producer of biomethane must not be registered
if a grant from public funds has been paid or will be paid in respect of any of the costs
of purchasing or installing the eligible installation and such grant has not been paid

back to the grant - making body or person.

417 We wi | | interpret the 6écosts of purchasing and in
including the costs of purchasing and installing any equipment, apparatus or appliance
which, in accordanceamwiltmst dalel &atWhan?d ssecti on above,
form part of the eligible installation. On this basis, we do not consider that such costs
would generally extend to costs incurred in purchasing and installing plant which is not

needed in order to generate heat.

418 Fol l owing their consultati on i-inTaoffsd@CthgRertewable Al | owan c ¢
He a't Il ncentiveo, HMRC st ates that : AiFrom April 2
installations) Enhanced Capital Allowances (ECAs) will not be available in respect o f

expenditure on plant or machinery when it generates electricity or heat (or produces

biogas or biofuels) that attracts tariff payments under either of the FITs or RHI schemes.

ECAs may still be claimed (subject to the other conditions of the ECA schemes) in

respect of expenditure on such equipment as long as no tariffs are paid. Any ECAs

given, in respect of expenditure incurred from April 2012 (or April 2014 for CHP
installations), will be withdrawn if FITs oher RHI tar

details, please contact HMRC directly: www.hmrc.gov.uk/

419  As part of the accreditation process, you will be asked if public funds have been or will

be received for the installation. If you declare that a grant ha s been, or will be, received
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(whether or not you consider the grant to be for the costs of purchasing or installing

the installation) we may contact you for further information.

4.20 We are not prevented from accrediting an installation where the purpose of th e grant
is, or will be, to meet costs other than the costs of purchasing or installing the

installation.

What we consider to be a grant from public funds

421 A grant from O6public fundsd can be a grant made by
whoisnotap ublic authority but who is distributing funds on behalf of a public authority.
Our consideration of whether or not a grant has be
include grants from Europe, central or devolved governments and public authorities at

regional or local level.

422 We wi || take a common sense approach to determini |

authorityo.

Repayment to grant making body or person

4.23  Ifyouwantto decline the grant offer or pay back a grant that has already been received
for the purch ase or installation costs of an installation, please contact the grant -making
body or person directly. Before we can accredit your installation, you will need to
provide evidence to us either that the offer has been declined or the grant has been

repaid in full, except where the circumstances in paragraph 4.2 4 apply.

4.24  Please note that if you are intending to repay the portion of a grant, which relates to
the installation only, you may wish to agree the relevant amount with us first before

making any repayment to the grant provider.

4.25 Participants have an ongoing obligation to notify us if any of the information provided
in support of their application for accreditation was incorrect. If we become aware at a
later date that the information provided at a ccreditation in relation to grants was
incorrect, we will consider taking enforcement action. Where we find that incorrect
information was provided intentionally with the purpose of defrauding the scheme, our

Counter Fraud team will investigate and where a ppropriate, refer the case to Action
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Fraud and the relevant police authority. Please see Chapter 1 5, Volume 2 for further

information on our approach to non - compliance within the scheme.

Repayment mechanism

4.26  In a narrow range of circumstances in which, notwithstanding that a grant from public
funds has been paid in respect of any of the costs of purchasing or installing the eligible
installation and not repaid, we may nevertheless decide to allow the eligible installation
to be ac credited or the producer of biomethane to be registered and allow the grant to
be repaid through deductions to RHI payments. The circumstances in which we can

make this decision are where the grant - making body:

A has refused to accept repayment of the gran t

A has ceased to exist

A where a grant was received from UK National Lottery funds and
the eligible installation was installed and first commissioned on or
after 15 July 2009 but not later than 28 November 2014. For
biomethane producers, completion of the ins tallation and injection
of biomethane will need to have commenced within this

timeframe.

4.27 If any of the circumstances in the above paragraph apply you will have to provide clear
evidence in support so that we can decide whether to accredit your installatio n and
allow repayment of the grant through your RHI payments. Volume 2, Cchapter 6
provides an example of how grant repayments will be calculated and deducted from

RHI periodic support payments in these circumstances.

4.28 From 1 October 2018, the new Order for ECO details that it is not possible to claim
funding on both the ECO and the RHI government schemes unless a Ground Source
Heat Pump is being installed. In any other circumstance, the ECO measure will be
revoked if it  is accredited onto the RHI scheme. If you would like further information,

please see the ECO guidance available on our website .

Date of ¢ ompletion of installation and first commissioning
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4.29  The following technology types are only eligible if their installation was completed and
they were first commissioned on or after 15 July 2009. Please see Chapter 11 for

exceptions to this rule for CHP p lants:

Solid Biomass

Biogas below 200kWth

Ground and Water Source Heat Pumps
Geothermal

Solar collectors

To Do Do Do Do Do

Energy from Waste

4.30 The following technology types are only eligible for accreditation if they were first

commissioned on or after 4 December 2013:

A Air to Water Heat Pumps
Biogas 200kWth and above

P

A A CHP system which generates heat from either solid biomass,

biogas or waste in combination with any other source of energy

4.31  Shared Ground Loop systems are only eligible for accreditation on or after 22 May 2018.
Each heat pump that forms part of the shared ground loop system must be

commissioned on or after 14 December 2016.

4.32  For the technologies listed in 4.29 , an installation  will not be eligible if the installation
of the plant was completed before 15 July 2009, even if the plant was commissioned
afterwards. We will not consider applications where the installation of the plant was
completed or the plant was first commissioned prior to this date. ~ We will always require
a commissioning certificate to demonstrate when the plant was installed and
commissioned, and may ask for further evidence of the date your plant installation was
completed (e.g. purchase receipts). We may also a sk for a photograph of your
installation taken at the time it was installed for the purposes of accreditation checks

and audit.

Wh at is the difference between the o6installati on
an installation?
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4.33  The following technology types are only eligible if their installation was completed and
they were first commissioned on or after 15 July 2009. Please see Chapter 11 for

exceptions to this rule for CHP plants:

Transitional arrangements: installations commissioned between 15 Jul y
2009 and 28 November 2011

4.34 Installations that were installed and first commissioned on or after 15 July 2009, but
before 28 November 2011 (excluding the technologies mentioned in 4.29) are eligible
for the scheme and have to meet all the eligibility criteria for the RHI in the same way
as installations commissioned after the start of the scheme. This includes the
mi crogeneration requirements as di scussed bel ow
Requirements (install at i on sthemfeterihgbregwierhentowhich ess) 6 and

are discussed in Chapter 13.

4.35 These installations will be eligible for the same 20 -year period of support as installations
commissioned after the start of the scheme, starting from the date of accreditation
(which cannot be  prior to the start of the scheme). Please note that payments will not

be backdated to the date of first commissioning.

New plant

4.36  Your plant must be new to be eligible for the RHI. We interpret this requirement as
applying to all of thbe 6pkgat dedvhash comatituting
install ation6; that is, any equipment, apparatus or
integral to, the generation of heat using eligible sources of energy and technologies.
For guidance on our approach to deter mining the scope of plant, which can be
considered integral to the generation of heat, please refer to the table at the beginning
of each technology - specific chapter. For exceptions to this rule for CHP plants please

referto Chapter 11.

437 Wewillinterpre t 6newd to mean plants that are new and have
We will accept plant as being new if it has not been previously used before being
installed and first commissioned. Converted equipment will not be eligible for the RHI.
Upon request,y ou should be able to provide us with delivery notes or purchase receipts

as evidence that your plant is new.
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Installations predominantly heating one single domestic premises are
ineligible
4.38 Renewable heating installations serving a single private residential premises are not

eligible forthe Non -Domestic RHI. This includes single renewable heating units installed

by a company, private landlord or registered social landlord, for use in an individual
premises. (These installations may be eligible for the Domestic RHI scheme which
launched on 9 April 2014).

4.39  You will not be eligible for the Non -Domestic RHI if you are applying for accreditation

for an installation:

A thatis either accredited or for which an application has been made
and not been withdr awn or rejected under the Domestic RHI

scheme .

A if the installation for which you are applying for accreditation
supplies heat to the same property as; an installation that is either
accredited, or for which an application has been made and not

been withdr awn or rejected under the Domestic RHI scheme.

4.40 In addition to the above, the regulations state the eligibility criteria under the Non -
Domestic RHI are not met if the plant is generating heat predominantly for the use of
one domestic premises, except where it is also generating heat for one or more other

domestic premises 8.

441 Only installations that provide heat to non -domestic premises, multiple domestic
premises or a mix of domestic and non -domestic premises '° are eligible for the Non -
Domestic RHI . Domestic premises are defined in

contained premises used wholly or mainly as a private residential dwelling where the

fabric of the building has not been significantly adapted for non -resident®.al usebd

4.42  For example, an eligible installation could serve:

A asingle, non -domestic premises, e.g. a hairdresser

18 Regulation, Part 2, Regulation 20

19 Please note that as of 22 May 2018, there has been a change to the eligibility criteria that apply to

installations with a date of accreditation on or after 22 May 2018 that produce heat to a mixture of non -

domestic and domestic premises. Please refer to Chapter 5 of this document for further information.

20 Regulations,P art 1, Regulation 2, definition of fAdomestic premiseso.
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A multiple non -domestic premises, e.g. a shopping centre

A multiple non -domestic and domestic premises (mixed use), e.g.
office space and residential flats

A multiple domestic premises, e.g. through a district heating system

supplying a block of flats.

443 | n interpreting the definition of -6domasnied premi ses:s
we shall take into account whether those premises are treated as separate and self -
contained premises for Council Tax banding purposes 2L, Accordingly, where a premises
consists of a main property and other buildings such as outhouses, pool -houses, lean -

tods etc. which are t ogelftcdnmined tnitia sirgle accupaton fom e

Counci |l Tax, this would be |likel-gontwabredd ept emi aess
RHI purposes. Where such premises are 6used wholly
dwelling where the fabric of the bu ilding has not been significantly adapted for non -

residenti al used, the premises wildl therefore be 1

Accordingly, where heat is generated for use solely in these premises, that heat would
not be eligible for Non -Domestic RH | support as it is ofor the wuse

premi sesb.

4.44  Similarly, where premises comprise a main property and adjoining property or
properties (such as annexes, gatehouses, workers cottages etc.) which are themselves

treated as self - contained unitsf or Council Tax banding, each of these buildings is likely

to be treated -@a®dndsnimgldé peleimi ses for RHI purposes.
6used wholly or mainly as a private residenti al dwe
has not been signi ficantly adapted fornon -r esi dent i al usebd, each wildl l

separate 6domestic prembomessc&RHIunder t he Non

4.45 On this basis, if each of these buildings is served by its own boiler, these boilers would
not be eligible for support as each bo iler would be generating heat &éso
one domestic premises. 6 However, if a single boiler
contained units, this boiler would be treated as an installation serving multiple domestic
premises and would be elig  ible for the Non -domestic RHI, subject to all other eligibility

criteria being met.

4.46  Premises which are business rateable, rather than being subject to Council Tax, will
normally be regarded as non -domestic. We take into account that some properties,

such as agricultural buildings, are exempt from paying these rates under Schedule 5 of

2L http://www.voa.gov.uk/corporate/publications/selfContainedUnits.html
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the Local Government Finance Act 1988 22 and therefore there may be circumstances

in which premises which are not business rateable can still be regarded as being non -

domesti c.

447 |In a situation of 6a private residential dwelling wh
significantly adapted for non -residenti al used, the Council Tax of
this makes all or part of the property business rateable. Therefore, your premises may
be viewed as non -domestic and eligible for the Non -Domestic RHI.

4.48  Further guides to help you understand your Council Tax banding or business rating are
available from the Valuation Office Agency (VOA) publication pages on 23,
A business rates
A working from home and business rates 25
A holiday lets 20
A guest houses and bed and breakfast accommodation (B&Bs) 2
A

multi -occupied homes 28

4.49  Enquiries on your standing in this regard should be directed to your local Council Tax
officer, who may also be able to help you to provide evidence if required (multiple
Council Tax bills or business rates bills for premises on the heating system will usually
suffice), or directed to the VOA.

450 If you require more detail, please see the Valu ation Oof fice Agencyobs
6Understanding your C o & nwhicH dedlsawith dspeatsd sunhg és
outbuildings not in different occupation, self -contained units etc. In summary, our
preferred method for demonstrating an installation is eligible as serving non -single
domestic premises is for you to demonstrate that the heating system is not solely
providing heat to single premises covered by one Council Tax band. The installation will

still be subject to all other eligibility criteria.

2

N

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/5

2 http://www.voa.gov.uk/corporate/publications/index.html

24 http://www.voa.gov.uk/corporate/publications/businessRatesAnlintro.html

2 http://www.voa.gov.uk/corporate/publications/workingFromHome.html

26 http://www.voa.gov.uk/corporate/publi cations/holidayCottagesGuide.html

27 http://www.voa.gov.uk/corporate/publications/guestHousesandBasicAccommGuide.html
28 http://www.voa.gov.uk/corporate/CouncilTax/multiOccupiedHomes.html

29 http://www.voa.gov.uk/corporate/_downloads/pdf/VO7 858_understanding_ct.pdf
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4.51

4.52

4.53

Heat deli very medium

The installation must use liquid (including oil) or steam as a medium to deliver heat to
the eligible use. It is acceptable for the final eligible use itself to heat air (e.g. radiators)
provided that there is a liquid or steam heat delivery system connecting the RHI

installation and the eligible use. Direct air heating is not eligible.

Microgeneration requirements (installations of 45kWth or less)

The Regulations provide that installations of 45kWth or less for certain technology types
mus t also be certified under the Microgeneration Certification Scheme (MCS) 30 or an

equivalent scheme.

Table 3 below sets out which technologies require MCS certification or equivalent.

Where this applies, the following certification requirements will need to be met:

A The plant must be certified under the MCS or an equivalent
scheme at the time of its first commissioning

A You should be eligible for the scheme if this is the installation
your installer uses to gain their MCS certification, as long as the
plant was certified under the MCS or an equivalent scheme at the

time of its first commissioning.

Table 3: Which technologies require MCS or equivalent certification and which do not:

Technologies requiring MCS or equivalent Technologies of 45kWth or less not

scheme certification for inst allations of requiring MCS certification
45kWth or less

Ground Source Heat Pumps Biogas for combustion

Water Source heat Pumps Biomethane for injection into the grid
Solid biomass Deep geothermal

Solar thermal Solid biomass in waste combustion

Air to Water Heat Pumps

30 Details of which are available at http://www.microgenerationcertification.org/
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454  Equivalent schemesinclude Solar Keymark 31 for solar thermal installations, or any other
scheme which is equivalent to MCS and accredited under European Standard
EN45011(2) or EN ISO/IEC 17065:2012(3) 32 (which certifies microgeneration products
and installers in accordance with consistent standards). When applying for support,
applicants will be asked for details of MCS or equivalent scheme certification. If
applicants intend to apply using an MCS equiva lent scheme, they must prove to us that

the technology has been certified by a scheme that meets the definition.

A if the combined installation capacity is more than 45kWth, for
example, where a heating system using the same source of energy
and technology, e.g. biomass, is made up of 2 x 25kWth biomass
boilers, then the two boilers will not need to be MCS or equivalent
certified if each component plant in the system satisfies the
eligibility criteria referred to in regulation 14(3) of the Regulations
and ne ither is already an accredited RHI installation. Please note
this does not apply to heat pumps on a shared ground loop, which
will all require MCS certification for each heat pump that is under or

equal to 45kwth

Planning permission

455 Inthe cases of Prel iminary or Tariff Guarantee applications full evidence of the relevant

planning permission must be submitted where it is required for the installation to be

constructed.
456 Installations with a date of accreditation / registration on or after the 22 May 2018 will
be required to provide evidence that planning permission is in place. Planning

permission evidence must be from the local authority and must refer to the installation.

If planning permission is not required, applicants will have to provide evidence, from
the relevant planning authority, that none was required for the plant . Applicants should
keep full planning permission documentation, which may be requested by Ofgem at any

time.

31 Please note that Solar Keymark certifies products, but not installation companies.
32 |ISBN 0580294153. Copies can be obtained from the British Standards Institution at http://www.bsigroup.com/
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4.57  All relevant permissions (including planning permission) must be mainta ined in order
to remain compliant with RHI regulations. Any breach of these requirements could result

in enforcement action being taken.

Environmental permits

458 From 1 October 2018, all existing and new participants must be able to prove that any
necessary environmental permits are held in relation to the plant, and must declare at
application that the plant complies and will continue to comply with all local and national

laws relating to the protection of the environment 33,

459 Thisappliestoallp articipants burning waste; all biogas participants; all open loop water
source heat pumps (who must also have an abstraction license unless you can provide
evidence your installation does not require one); all biomass participants (unless you
can show you have an exemption). Regardless of technology type, all installations may
be required to provide one for the heat use. If you have an exemption from requiring

an environmental permit you will be required to demonstrate this.

4.60  All relevant permissions and pe rmits must be maintained in order to remain compliant
with RHI regulations. Any breach of these requirements could result in enforcement
action being taken. From 1 October 2018 all participants must declare annually that
they have the relevant environmenta | permit(s) for their installation and be able to

provide this if audited.

4.61 If you a re unsure about what permit(s) you require, please contact the Environment
Agency 3 (for England), Scottis h Environment Protection Agency 35 (for Scotland) and

Natural Resour ces Wales 3¢ (for installations in Wales).

33 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publicationsind-updates/ndrhienvironmentalpermitting-requlatory-position-
statementopentletter

34 hitps://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment -agency

35 https://www.sepa.org.uk/

36 hitps://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en
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5. Heat uses

This chapter sets out:
T the principles underlying the government
eligible for Non -Domestic RHI support
1 examples of the uses of heat that will be eligible for RHI support

examples of the ineligible heat uses which will not be eligible for RHI

51 The RHI Policy Document ¥ sets out the principles underlying th

on heat uses that are eligible for RHI support:

A The RHI is intended to provide support for renewable heating
where the heat generated is usable and useful

A Inorder for an installation to be eligi ble for the RHI, the heat load
it is being used to meet must be an economically justifiable
heating requirement, i.e. a heat load that would otherwise be
met by an alternative form of heating

A The heat load should be an existing or new requirement, i.e. not

created artificially purely to claim the RHI

Eligible heat uses

5.2 The RHI Regul ations state the RHI scheme will suppor
purpo¥ekie | ist of heat wuses that fall within the de

changed over time as a result of regulatory amendments made to the RHI scheme.
5.3 The rules that determine whether a heat use falls within the definition of eligible purpose

are described below. Where possible, we have highlighted some of the key dates

associated with these rules.

Eligible purposes between 28 November 2011 and 23 September 2013

37 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/att achment_data/file/48041/1387 -renewable -
heat - incentive.pdf
%Regul ations, Part 1, Regulation 2, definition of feligible purpo
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5.4 The heat uses |isted in the table below are cl assed
with a date of accreditation between the 28 November 2011 and 24 Septe mber 2013,

as long as these heat uses are carried out within a building:

Heat use Description

) The heating of rooms or other enclosed spaces within buildings,
Heating a space
typically through the supply of hot liquid to heat emitters, such as
within a building  *°
radiators and underfloor heating.

The heating of water within a building for direct use, such as
commercial and industrial hot water or for use in schools or

hospitals. Heating hot water for domestic use i s also permitted,
Heating water provided the eligible installation does not provide heat solely to a

within a building single domestic premises. For more information on what

constitutes a single, domestic pr efi
heating one single domestic premises are ineli gibledéd in C
above.

The use of heat to carry out a specific process such as industrial
cooking, drying, (including drying of wood and other biomass

fuels), pasteurisation or chemicals manufacture. Other examples

Carrying out a include heat that is used for cooling, e.g. passing renewable heat

process within'a through absorption chillers. It does not include heat used for the

building generaton of el ectricity, as set out in

below.

Eligible purposes from 24 September 2013 to 22 May 2018

55 Installations (and additional capacity) with a date of accreditation on or after 24
September 2013 and before 22 May 2018, will be able to use heat for the heat uses
listed in the table under point 5.4 above. In addition, they will also be able to use heat
outside of a building for cleaning or drying, as long the cleaning or drying processes are

carried out on a commercial basis 40 | nstallations with a date of accreditation prior to 22

®pPlease refer to the section titled 6buildings and enclosed struc
informatononwhat i s meant by ébuil dingbd.

40 To be regarded as eligible the designated processes of cleaning and/or drying will need to be carried out on a

commerci al basis. Whether or not an activity is dellyicased as 6commert
basis.
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May 2018 are no t eligible to receive RHI support for heat to dry woodfuel, unless they

were already doing so prior to 22 May 2018.

5.6 All installations (and additional capacity) with a date of accreditation on or after 22 May
2018 will be able to use heat for the purposes listed in the table under point 5.4 above
and for the purposes mentioned in point 5.5 . However, note that regulations that came
into force from 22 May 2018 introduced new restrictions on heat uses that fall within
the definition of i e Ich lgeathuses includerineloding drngng. S&eu

section filneligible heat wuseso below for further in

Evidence of heat uses

5.7 As part of the accreditation process, applicants will be required to provide information
about how the h  eat generated by their eligible installation is used. This information will
help us verify that only heat, which is eligible for the RHI is being supported. The

information requested will include:

A Information about how the heat is used at the installation ;

A which of the eligible purposes described in the table under point
45.4 above are supplied with heat from the heating system of
which the eligible installation forms part;

A a brief description of what the heat is used for, including whether
any heatisuse d forineligible purposes or exported to third parties,
plus the location of the heat uses at the installation;

A Images of the heat uses where applicable; and

A evidence that the buildings meet the wholly enclosed and

permanence requirements.

5.8 In certain circumstances, heat loss from external piping can be disregarded 4l where the
piping i s o6pr oper | % Thin willitheeetore bedregarded as an eligible use (see

Chapter 13, 6Metering eligibility requirements6é for

5.9 Trace heating of insulated piping will in general be regarded as an eligible use. We may
seek assurance, including through the Independent Metering Report (see section

6l ndependent Report on Metering Arrangements6 in

41 Regulations, Part 7, Regulation 75
“2Regul ations, Part 1, Regulation 2, definition of fAproperly insul
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pipingi sinsulated appropriately, and that trace heating of any heat distribution systems

is appropriate to the system.

5.10 The Regulations permit us to request evidence that the heat for which the RHI is paid
is being used for eligible purposes as set ou t above 3. We may do this as part of the
accreditation process or at any time after the installation has been accredited. Please
s ee s ec hspections and access to third -party premisesd in Chapter
approach to instances where the eligible heat use occurs on third -party premises not

owned or controlled by the participant.

5.11 Participants who are unable to provide this evidence or procure the relevant rights of
access from third parties may not be granted accreditation or may be subject to

subsequent enforcem ent action as set out in Volume 2, Chapter 1 5.

5.12  Participants will also be required to agree to upfront, as well as annual declarations that
confirm the participant is not generating heat for the predominant purpose of increasing

their RHI payments.

Ineli gible heat uses

5.13 Please note the RHI Scheme Regulations 2018 4 introduced new restrictions on heat

uses that fall within the definition of dAeligible pi

5.14 In accordance with the Regulations, any use of heat that is not supplied to an eligible
purpose is supplied to an ineligible p urpose and isthere fore ineligible for RHI support 45,
Some specific uses of renewable heat, which would fall under the list of eligible purpose,
are classified as fiexcluded heat useso by the Regul
downinthis section. These examples do not constitute an exhaustive list of all ineligible

purposes.

5.15 An installation can be eligible for the RHI if it supplies heat to one or more ineligible
purposes in addition to at least one eligible purpose. However, meter readin gs and heat
output data submitted to us for RHI payment purposes must not include any heat that

has been used for ineligible purposes.

43 Regulations, Part 4, Chapter 3, Regulation 43(p)
44 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/all?title=renewable%20heat%20incentive
“Regul ations, Part 1, Regulation 2, definition of Aineligible pur

53


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/all?title=renewable%20heat%20incentive

Non-Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive

5.16

5.17

For exampl e, an i-heawnlhgdéianl dguéed subsequently
fossil fuel plant would generally b e regarded as eligible, providing meter readings and
heat output data submitted for RHI payment purposes did not include heat generated

by the fossil fuel plant or the heat used for ineligible purposes.

The following heat uses are considered ineligible h eat uses:
A Cooling generated by heat pumps run in reverse. Cooling itself is
not eligible for payments, but the heat extracted during cooling
can be transferred to the ground and become an eligible source of

heat for the heat pump. see Chapter 8 for further details.

A From the point where it is metered for the purposes of calculating
RHI support, renewable heat must not be used to generate
electricity 8. This is also the case if the heat is delivered to a third
party who uses the heat to generate electricity. Where renewable
heat has been used to generate electricity in a renewable CHP
system, i.e. electricity is generated and then the waste
(renewable) heat from this process is subsequently used for an
el igible purpose as set outeclionabtve,e O6EI i gi bl
this renewable heat is eligible for RHI support providing all other

eligibility requirements are satisfied.

A Process internal heat (sometimes referred
i.e. heat that is subsequently used in the generation of heat, is
normally not eligible for RHI support. For example, steam used for

pre -heating or de -aeration of feedwater, and

A Condensate / steam returns to an installat ion are not eligible for
support 4. Process internal heat uses not covered in this guidance
document will be treated on a case - by-case basis. If you believe
that your installation has such a heat use, please contact us.
Chapter 13 sets out more detail of how internal heat should be
accounted for when providing us with meter readings and heat

out put data.

46 Regulations, Part 1, Regulati on 2, definition of fAprocesso
47 Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 22 & Part 7, Regulations 64 and 65
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5.18 Any heatthatis rejected from a system and not subsequently used for eligible purposes,
or vented directly to the atmosphere, for example through a heat rejection facility of a
CHP system or a heat dissipation circuit of a solar thermal system, is not eligible for

RHI support.

5.19 Heat transferred to the ground by a heat pump during cooling will not be eligible for

payments but can become an eligible source of heat for the heat pump.

5.20 Heat loss through external heat distribution piping (e.g. to tra nsport heat between
buildings, or between a standalone boiler and a building) where the piping is not
6proper | y “ orwhete the mpihgis more than 10m in length and the average
annual heat loss from the piping is calculated as being 3% or more 0 f the projected
annual heat output of the plant 49 is also not seen as serving an eligible use and as such
RHI payments cannot be made in respect of the heat lost. S ee Chapter 13 O6Meter

eligibility requirements' for more details.

5.21 The Regulations also s et out certain conditions that must be met, in order for the heat
loss by any pipework between buildings not to be discounted for RHI payments. For

more details on  this, please see C hapter 13

5.22  Heat must be used for eligible purposes within a building, with the exception of those
specific processes used other than in a building detailed above. As such, renewable heat

generated to meet the heat loads described below would not be eligible for the RHI:

A heating of external surfaces to prevent frost or mitigate t he
effects of cold temperatures ~ 5°

A underground heating of open external spaces, e.g. recreational
facility

A heating of open air, e.g. partially enclosed swimming pools.

5.23 In addition to the above, the RHI Scheme Regulations (2018) introduced new rul es

regarding the following heat uses:

A Digestate drying
A Woodfuel drying

““Regul ations, Part 1, Regulation 2, definition of Oproperly insul
“Regul ations, Part 7, Regulation 75 oiCatecm$tbbanoaesof heat | oss in
50 Trace heating of insulated piping will in general be regarded as an eligible use.
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A Heat use in domestic premises
A Drying, processing or cleaning of waste

A Heating of swimming pools

5.24  These new rules are set out in more detail below and will apply to all installations wi th
a date of accreditation on or after 22 May 2018, any additional capacity added to an
accredited installation on or after 22 May 2018 but before 1 April 2021 and any heat
uses added to an existing accreditation on or after 22 May 2018. Additional meterin g
may be required in cases where new heat uses are added to an accredited installation

to ensure all the heat used for eligible purposes is adequately quantified.

Ineligible heat uses

5.25 Heat used to dry digestate will not be eligible for RHI support.

526 The regulations define digestate as fiany substance,

from a biogas production plant producing biogas by

Ineligible heat uses

5.27 Heat used to dry woodfuel will not be eligible for RHI support. The regulations define
woodf uel as fany wood which s intended to be bu
woodchip, logs, pellets, briquettes and waste wood including sawdust, irrespective of

whet her the wood wild/l undergo any other process bef

5.28 Ofgem will request evidence from applicants that demonstrates the wood, which is

being, or is intended to be, dried is not woodfuel.

5.29  There are two circumstances under which installations with a date of accreditation on
or after 22 May 2018 but before 1 Apr il 2021 and/or additional capacity added on or
after 22 May 2018  but before 1 April 2021 can receive RHI support for heat used to dry

woodfuel.
5.30 This first circumstance only applies in cases where the applicant, or participant,

demonstrates their installat ion meets all of the criteria (a) T (c) listed below. It is the

responsibility of the applicant, or participant, to provide the evidence necessary to
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satisfy Ofgem that the criteria set out below are met. Where possible, we have indicated
the type s of eviden ce we would expect to receive for each criterion. Applicants or
participants may wish to seek their own legal or technical advice to determine whether

they meet the criteria set out below.

a) The installation, or additional capacity, replaces a fossil fuel heat source, which has
been used to dry woodfuel in two out of the three preceding years. Evidence to
demonstrate this may include fuel bills for the fossil fuel derived heat, invoices for
the original fossil fuel heat source and evidence of heat uses throughout two of the

three preceding years.

b) The installation will meet a heat demand for commercial woodfuel drying that has
existed previously in any of the two of the proceeding three years. Evidence to
demonstrate this may include invoices or similar commercial documentation that
shows woodfuel has been dried on a commercial basis previously and that there

was a demand for this woodfuel in two out of the three preceding years.

c) The capacity or heat output, or both, of the installation is not more than 10% above
that of the fossil fuel heat source it replaces. Evidence to demonstrate this may
include a manufacturerds technical specification
technical information regarding the capacity, heat output of both of the fos sil fuel

heat course and the new installation for which accreditation is being sought.

5.31 The second circumstance only applies in cases where the applicant, or participant,
demonstrates that the development of their installation, or additional capacity,
comm enced before 29th January 2018. In addition, the applicant or participant must
have submitted a properly -made application for accreditation no later than 20
November 2018.

5.32  Ofgem will request evidence from the applicant that demonstrates the development of
the installation started before 29 January 2018. It is the responsibility of the applicant,
or participant, to provide the evidence necessary to satisfy Ofgem the development of
their installation before 29 January 2018. Ofgem will request evidence that the following

criteria are met:
A Evidence that any necessary planning permission has been granted

or is not required

A Evidence of the construction costs of the installation
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5.33

5.34

5.35

5.36

5.37

5.38

5.39

5.40

A Evidence that any necessary equipment has been ordered or
received and paid for

A Any other form of evidence Ofgem may request that demonstrates
the development of your installation commenced before 29 January
2018.

Applicants or participants may wish to seek their own legal or technical advice to

determine whether they meet these criteri a.

Evidence that planning permission has been granted or is not required must be dated
prior to 29 January 2018. Such evidence may take the form of a letter from the relevant

authority.

Where possible, independent evidence of construction costs and timelines of the

development of the installation should be provided to Ofgem.

Evidence used to demonstrate that any necessary equipment has been ordered or
received and paid for must be dated and clearly demonstrate that equipment was
ordered, or received  and paid for prior to 29 January 2018. Such evidence may include

invoices, delivery notes, and commercial contracts.

Heat used in domestic premises

As of 22 May 2018, installations which generate heat predominantly for the use of one
domestic premises will not be eligible to apply for the Non -Domestic RHI.
Applicants of installations that are providing heat to a single domestic premises as well
as a non -domestic use must satisfy Ofgem that heat generated by their installation,
and will not be p  redominantly used for domestic purposes.

Measures may be taken to continually monitor the amount of heat used for the single
domestic premises, and depending on your case, we may require you to meter that

domestic premises separately.

Drying, processing or cleaning of waste

Heat used to dry, process or clean waste will not be eligible for RHI support.
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5.41 Waste has the meaning given in Article 3(1) of Directive 2008/98/EC of the European
Parliament and of the Council on waste of 19 November 2008 51 and includes excrete
produced by animals. This Article provides

object that the holder discards or intends

Heating of swimming pools

5.42  Heat used to heat water in a swimming pool will n ot be eligible for RHI support, unless
the swimming pool is used for a municipal or commercial purpose. Ofgem will require

evidence that swimming pools are used for a municipal or commercial purpose.

Buildings and enclosed structures

543 TheRegul ations define a buil di n-ddastagbuildiagonstruptge man e nt

of whatever kind and whether fixed or moveable which, except for doors and windows,

t he mean

or i s

i s wholly enclosed on all sides with a roefbreor ¢

has two main components: whether the building is permanent or long -lasting, and
whether it is wholly enclosed. We explain below how we will interpret these two

components; you will need to ensure that your building meets both criteria.

5.44  We will ask f or information about the building(s) in which the heat is used as part of
the accreditation process. To illustrate how we will apply this definition of a building in
practice, we include below some indicative examples relating to both parts of the
definiti on. These are not intended to be comprehensive and we will look at other

situations on a case -by-case basis to assess whether the definition in the Regulations

is met.

545 | n assessing whether a building or structuretmeets
orlong -l astingo, we shall consider all the relevant
include:

A the length of time for which it is expected that the building or
structure will remain in its location
A the materials from which the building or structure (including any
associated foundations) are constructed
5 https://eur _-lex.europa.eu/legal - content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32008L00 98
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A the degree to which the building or structure is designed to be moved and

the extent of works required to effect its removal.

5.46  In considering the length of time for which a building or struct ure is expected to remain
in its location, we would not generally consider any building which would be eligible for
exemption from the energy efficiency requirements of Schedule 1, Part L of the
Buildings Regulations 2010, -ltacs tbTdnsgéamehe masisttent or | on
it has o6a npel aonfneuds et iof t wo%. inadiitios, we may alse sossider
a claim for capital allowances on amoveable building % as an indication that this building

is not expected to remain in a single location on a Oper manelnadstoirnddnmasi s.

5.47 Based on the above, we would normally consider that tents, polytunnels and similar
structures which are erected on a temporary basis are not eligible because they do not
me et the <criterion of -lastp exrgmamwinitdi mairg loangstructur ed
moveable buildings or structures which are constructed with a view to having a long
period of use such as porta - cabins, static caravans, greenhouses and shipping
containers could be regar ddédadtinagsd Oppreorvmadneedn tt hoery laorneg e

to remain in the same location for a sufficiently long period of time.

548 Structures which are erected outdoors but are thems
with a roof or ceiling and wal | s 6siloswoalthbealigibledi st i | | at
This interpretation would generally extend to situ
enclosedd structures are erected outdoors on the s
chemical or industri al processing VWhalilly t enacloanped ¢
structures joined by sealed piping. This is subject to each individual structure meeting
the requirement t hat i t -liass téi pnegrdbma(nseenet oourr |lgounigdanc e
6wholly enclosedd (see our gui dancuwestwhicharevnoti n t hi s ¢
windows and doors). It must also be shown that the eligible heat use e.g. the carrying

out of a process is contained within the relevant structure(s).

549 Where heat is used for an eligible purposeturesi t hin a
which make up a chemical or industrial processing facility, each such structure would
normally be treated as a separate O6buildingé for RH
uncovered tanks, reservoirs and channels would be excluded from the definitio n of
building. We also interpret the requirement that buildings or structures should be

6wholly enclosed on all sidesdé to mean that structu

52 Regulation 21(3)(c), Building Regulations 2010.
53 Under Capital Allowances Act 2001, s. 23, List C, item 21.
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car ports, covered terraces etc.) and with retractable roofs are ineligible. A bu ilding or
structure where one or more of its four walls contains a window or door which is
significant in proportion to the area of the wall (such as retail shops with display
windows, cafes with patio doors, loading bays and docks, garages etc.) could the refore

still be regarded as wholly enclosed.

550 I'n interpreting the requirement for oO6wholly encl ose
approach to the existence of apertures in walls, ceilings or roofs which are not doors or
windows (such as vents, flues, air intakes etc.), provided that these are small in size
and number relative to the area of the wall, ceiling or roof and do not, in our opinion,

permit the significant escape of heat
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6. Sol ar ther mal

Size eligible Installations <200kWth.

Preliminary accreditation? N/A

Tariff Guarantee (TG) available? No

Non - Tariff Guarantee extension application

. Yes

available?
Collector type must be flat plate or

Eligible criteria evacuated tube.
Solar collectors (evacuated tubes, flat
plates).

Integral equipment usually
included in the definition of

Pipes and pump circulatin between
6eliginstal |l ati ono 'P pump circulating W

collector and heat exchanger.

Equipment not included in the definition of

. . . . . Associated roof fixings.
60eligible installation

Requires MCS or equivalent scheme
certification for Yes.
installations of 45kWth or less?

General eligibility

6.1 The NDRHI scheme will close to all new applications (including applications for
accreditation, preliminary accreditation, registration, preliminary registration,
additional capacity, additional biomethane and Tariff Guarantees (TG)) from midnight
at the en d of 31 March 2021, barring some exceptions. Please refer to Chapter 2 for

further information on the closure of the RHI.

6.2 The total installation capacity of a solar thermal installation must be lower than
200kwsth. For further information on how to determ ine your installation capacity, please

see the 6lnstallation Capacityd section in Chapter
6.3 Where the capacity of a solar thermal installation is not easily identifiable you will be

required to provide evidence of how the capacity has been calculated. Pl ease note that

this evidence should include the total aperture area of the solar thermal installation.
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6.4 Only solar thermal installations comprising liquid filled flat plate or evacuated tube solar
collectors will be eligible for RHI support. Other types of solar thermal technologies,
such as solar wall or transpired solar thermal panels, solar thermal parabolic and trough

collectors are not eligible under the RHI.

6.5 Any solar thermal installations of 45kWth or less must be certified under the MCS or

equivale nt scheme. See section 6Microgeneration require
or |l ess)d in Chapter 4 for further information. Wh €
measured by a heat meter is of a non -standard composition (e.g. glycol/water mixture),

the he at meter will need to be suitable for use with this fluid composition and have been

calibrated accordingly.

6.6 For clarity, hybrid solar photovoltaic -thermal (PVT) systems will be eligible for RHI
support in respect of their heat output only, provided that t he thermal output of the
system is separately rated in kWth, there is separate thermal metering and the solar
thermal aspect of the technology is either a liquid flat plate or evacuated tube type

system.
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7. Geothermal energy
Size eligible All scales.
Preliminary accreditation? Yes
Tariff Guarantee available? Yes
Non - Tariff Guarantee extension application
. No
available?
To count as geothermal, must generate
heat using naturally occurring energy
Summary of eligibility criteria located and extracted from at least
500m beneath the
surface of solid earth.
Integral equipment usually
included in the definition of Determined on a case -by-case basis.
6el igible installation
Equipment not included in the definition of . .
. S . A Determined on a case -by-case basis.
el i ginsital | ati ond (and
General eligibility
7.1 The NDRHI scheme will close to all new applications (including applications for
accreditation, preliminary accreditation, registration, preliminary registration,
additional capacity, additional biomethane and Tariff Guarantees (TG)) from midnight
at the en d of 31 March 2021, barring some exceptions. Please refer to Chapter 2 for
further information on the closure of the RHI.
7.2 Geothermal systems at all scales, including CHP systems, will be eligible for support
under the RHI. Geothermal systems are defined a s those generating heat using
naturally occurring energy in the form of heat located and extracted at least 500 meters
below the surface of solid earth. Installations extracting naturally -occurring energy
from the ground at a depth of less than 500m wiill be classed as a ground source heat
pump for the purposes of the RHI and must meet the heat pump eligibility
requirements.
7.3 There is no requirement for geothermal systems to be certified under the MCS or

equivalent scheme.
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8.

Heat pumps

Size eligible

All scales.

Preliminary accreditation?

GSHP installations : a ground source heat pump with an
installation capacity >100kWth; air source heat pump with an
installation capacity >45kWth; a shared ground loop system
with an installation capacity >100kWth

Tariff Guarantee
available?

GSHP installations >= 100kWth. Shared Ground Loop Systems
>= 100kWth.

Non - Tariff Guarantee
extension application
available?

GSHP installations < 100kWth

WSHP installation <100kWth

Eligible criteria

Air to water 54:

I Must generate heat by absorbing energy stored in the form of
heat in the ambient  air.

I Must not be designed to provide cooling or to use heat which
has been expelled from a building or from a process which
generates heat.

1 Must have a Coefficient of Performance of at least 2.9 and a
design Seasonal Performance Factor of at least 2.5.

9 Must measure electrical input to the heat pump system.

Ground and water source:

I Must have a Coefficient of Performance of at least 2.9. and a
design Seasonal Performance Factor of at least  2.5.

(see further details on  this)

Shared Ground Loop Systems

I More than one heat pump utilising a ground loop, accredited
on or after 22 May 2018
1 Heat pumps will require metering if heat use is for a non -

domestic purpose

I Reversible heat pumps must only measure heating.
9 Capacity of heat pumps to be specified based on design
conditions.
I Must measure electrical input to the heat pump system.
f Must use only o6énaturally occurri

“The Regul ations
the medium for delivering heat,

refer to this technology as fiair source
it is only air to water heat pumps, which are eligible, not air -to-air.

heat
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9 For single heat pumps heating a single do mestic property, the
heat wuse wil/ be considered 6dom
heat pumps will be calculated on a deemed heat use basis.
Air to water:

I Heat pump unit including evaporator and condenser.

Equipment usually Ground and water source and shared ground loop systems:
mcludefj n th? deﬁnmon | § Heat pump unit including evaporator and condenser,
of 6eligible | compressor, internal valves and controls.

1 Any pumps / pumping equipment used within the ground loop
or to transport water to the external heat exchanger.

9 Ground or water loops

Equipment not included

in the definition of

6eligible See 4.10.

install ationé

Requires MCS or Yes (ground source, wat  er source and air to water).

equ?\{ale_nt scheme MCS required for individual heat pumps utilising a shared

.certlflca.tlon for ground loop [E.g. a 100kWth SGL made of 4 x 25kWth heat

installations 45 kWth or pumps would need MCS certification for each despite the

lower overall capacity being above  45kWith].

General eligibility

8.1 The NDRHI scheme will close to all new applications (including applications for

accreditation, preliminary accreditation, registration, preliminary registration,
additional capacity, additional biomethane and Tariff Guarantees (TG)) from midn ight
at the end of 31 March 2021, barring some exceptions. Please refer to Chapter 2 for

further information on the closure of the RHI.

8.2 Ground and water source heat pumps of all scales that utilise heat sourced from
naturally occurring energy stored in the form of heat in the ground, including water in
the ground, or surface water are eligible for the RHI, provided that the heat is

subsequently transferred by liquid or steam.

8.3

In the case only of those heat pumps where an application for

on or after 28 May 2014 and the plant was fi

rst commissioned on or after 4

accred itation was made

December
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2013, the following sources of heat can be used, in addition to naturally occurring
energy:
1 solar energy gathered by any means (other than by a sola r
collector which is an accredited RHI installation) and is stored in
the ground in the form of heat
heat from space cooling or process cooling; or

heat from processes other than heat generation.

8.4 Where an application fora  ccreditation was made before 28 May 2014 and/or the plant
was first commissioned before 4 December 2013, only naturally occurring energy is an
eligible source of heat. In such cases, appropriate reductions in the eligible heat output
would need to be made if any ineligible sources are use d. Further information is

available on our website 55,

8.5 Where an application for accreditation was made on or after 22 May 2018, if one or
more heat pumps (GSHP or WSHP) is utilising a ground loop, then this is classified as

a Shared Ground Loop (SGL) syste m. Please see the Easy Guide to Shared Ground

Loops for more information on SGLs.

Modified capacity for Shared Grou nd Loops (SGLs)

8.6 From the 1 April 2021, participants who have an accredited shared ground loop system
(SGL) or a ground source heat pump will be able to modify the capacity of their
installation through the commissioning of additional ground source heat p umps. Any
such modification is permissible only if the additional ground source heat pumps are to
be commissioned as part of a SGL and will meet the eligibility requirements of SGLs.

The deadline to submit a plan to modify capacity is the 31 March 2023.

8.7 For more information on modified capacity and the information required as part of the
submission of a plan to modify capacity, please see Guidance Volume 2 Chapter 5,

Easy guide to Shared Ground Loop Systems and Easy Guide to Heat Pumps

8.8 It is important to note that the regulations specify that heat pumps added via t he
modified capacity route must only provid e space and/or water heating only and not

process heating.

55 https://rhi.ofgem.gov.uk
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8.9 In cases where an existing heat pump provides process heating, it will be the
responsibility of the participant to establish metering arrangements that will enable
Ofgem to quantify the heat produced by the additional heat pump(s) that has been

deliveredt o any process heating . Thisis in order to accurately calculate RHI payments

8.10 If a separate budget allocation for modified capacity is set by the Government, Ofgem
will assess any plan to modify capacity against the available budget. Ofgem will consider
plans to modify capacity in the order in which Ofgem receives natification of
modification. Where there is no available budget i.e. the estimated total modified
capacity would exceed the budget allocation for the year, Ofgem will not be able to

approve a pl an to modify capacity.

8.11  As outlined by the government %6 the mechanism allowing the modification of capacity
was designed to aid installations which are looking to connect heat pumps in phases
(primarily to multiple domestic dwellings). As such, the govern ment is keen to ensure
that those utilising the modified capacity provisions are projects that are providing
space and/or water heating to multiple premises utilising a shared ground array that
may wish to attach additional heat pumps to a ground array aft er an initial accreditation
has been made. These circumstances may include, but are not limited to, social housing
projects and other housing developments that are being built, or are replacing an

existing heating system in phases.

8.12  Ground source heat pumps generating heat from naturally occurring energy located and
extracted from at least 500m below the surface of solid earth are classed as geothermal
installations for the purposes of t he RHI . Pl ease ¢

above for inform  ation pertaining to such installations.

8.13  Some ground or water source heat pumps may have a simultaneous operation in which
heat extracted during the cooling process is used directly for heating elsewhere on the
heating system, bypassing the ground loop. Fo r installations capable of this operating
mode they will be required to measure the heat drawn from the ground. Only heat
extracted from the ground is eligible for RHI payments. Further details can be found in
Chapter 13.

8.14  Air to water heat pumps of all sc ales that are:

56 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/952233/
ndrhi -ensuring -sustainable -scheme -government -response.pdf
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A not designed for cooling, and

A not designed to use heat in the air which has been expelled from
a building or directly from a process which generates heat

A are eligible for the RHI, providing that the heat is subsequently

transferred by liqgui d or steam 5 (This includes open loop heat

pumps).

8.15 Air to air heat pumps and exhaust air heat pumps are not eligible for the RHI. For a
brief description of each of the different types of

Policy Document 58,

8.16  Ground, water source and air to water heat pumps with an installation capacity of up
to and including 45kWth must be certified under the MCS or an equivalent scheme. For
further information about MCS certification, see se
(installations of 45kWth or |l ess)6 in chapter 4. Pl
shared ground loop, MCS certification is required for each heat pump that is under or
equal to 45kWth.

8.17  Ifyourinstallation is MCS certified, you will be requested duri ng the application process
to upload your MCS Compliance Certificate to the RHI application form so that details

can be verified against this.

Installation capacity for ground source and water source heat pumps

8.18  Adeclaration regarding the installation capacity of heat pumps must be provided by the

installer, or other appropriately qualified professional to the applicant. This declaration

will be required as part of the application for accreditation. Se e paragraphs 8. 55 to 8. 60
and C hapter 4 for further details. Note that the capacity will affect the tiered payme nts
made to participants. See Volume 2 for further details on how payments will be
calculated.

Heat pumps with integrated electrical immersion

57 Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 2, Regulation 10
58 https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/renewable -heat -incentive -expanding -the -non -domestic -
scheme
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8.19  Heat pumps provided as a single unit with an integrated electrical immersion heater are
eligible for the RHI. The primary functions of the electrical immersion should be to
provide top - up heat as required during high demand periods or boosting hot water

temperature for the thermal disinfection of legionella bacteria as required.

8.20  Where the heat pump installation has an integrated immersion heater, you will need to
declare this within the application. In these cases, where practical, you will be expected
to account for the electrical input to the immersion heater and deduct this. Electrical
consumption of an integrated immersion heater could be metered separately or
calcula ted through logging its hours of use via the heat pump control unit and
multiplying by the rating of the immersion. Where this is not possible, you may need
to measure overall electrical input. Please contact us for further information where you
have an in tegrated immersion heater - we will keep the approach to these under review

in the light of experience during the operation of the scheme.

8.21  Where larger scale heat pumps, e.g. where >20kWth capacity individual units are
proposed to be used, then we will se ek a clear explanation from the applicant why an

integrated immersion is specifically required for the installation.

8.22  Heat supplied to a heating system from a non -integrated electric immersion heater will
not receive RHI tariff payments. Where a non -integr ated immersion heater is utilised,
heat meters should be located suitably to exclude any output from the immersion

heater.

Coefficient of performance (COP)

8.23 In addition to the general eligibility criteria outlined above, the Regulations require all

heat pumps to have a coefficient of performance (COP) of at least 2.9 % The COP is
defined in the Regul ations as 6the ratio of the amo
provided by a heat pump to the kilowatts %f power ¢

8.24  To ensure only heat pumps that meet the required COP are accredited to the scheme,
we will ask for a statement of the heat pumpbds COP

t he RHI accreditation process. Pl ease see the O6Ev

% Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 2, Regulation 9(1)(e) and 10(c)
®®Regul ations, Part 1, Regulation 2, definition of #Acoefficient of
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applicati on f or RHI accreditationé section below which

evidence that will be acceptable.

8.25 Ifyou are applying for accreditation and your installation is comprised of more than one
heat pump wunit then pleasepiiyrswshesegouhdaddowmutl ¢6i @p
section in Chapter 2 for more information on how to determine whether you should
apply for accreditation for each plant separately or as a single installation, where one
or more heat pump units is to be treated as a singl e installation for the purposes of the
RHI. As each component plant must meet the eligibility criteria, each unit will need to
have a COP of 2.9 or above for the installation to be eligible. Where all the units
comprising an installation are of the same ma ke and model, we will only ask you to

provide this information once.

Evidence of COP required during application for RHI accreditation

8.26 We expect applicants to provide evidence that the COP has been determined in
accordance with accepted industry good pr actice. For electrically -driven heat pumps
where a natural refrigerant is not used, the EN 14511 standard sets out appropriate
conditions under which the COP should be determined. The COP figure stated should be
as per the 6éstandar dod dwthe ratqng corediond available withiu c t e
table seven of the EN 14511 standard.

8.27  For other types of heat pump where no European Standard has been issued, we would
expect participants to provide details of the test conditions under which the stated COP
has been determined, including reference to any industry standard or guidance, which
has been adhered to, and the basis on which the participant considers this approach
indicative of good practice. For natural refrigerant (CO2) heat pumps, the MCS007
standar d may be considered equivalent. Where more than one standard could be used,
we would expect participants to use that which is most appropriate for the standard

operating conditions of the heating system to which the installation will supply heat.

828  Alternati vel vy, a Operformance curveb6 or table for COP
produced under EN 14511 test conditions would be considered suitable evidence to
verify the COP figure stated within the RHI application. This information is often included

within a manufacturerds technical specifications for th
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8.29  If the heat pump nameplate specifies the COP under the standard rating conditions, a
photograph of this should be uploaded to the application form. This would be enough

evidence to verifyt  he COP in most cases.

Evidence of COP required during application for RHI accreditation

8.30  For bespoke heat pumps, i.e. those where the constituent components are tailored by
the manufacturer or installer to meet tstardarcc | i
technical documentation to evidence the install]l

these installations, applicants should provide a copy of either:

A documentation from a recognised test house stating the heat
pump COP at standard rating con ditions, including a statement
of the test conditions at which the COP was determined.

A design/modelling calculations or commissioning data reflecting
the actual design conditions of the installation, signed off by the
manufacturer or installer setting out the expected heat pump
COP and installation capacity. This should clearly state the heat
pump COP and provide technical justification for this figure,
including justification for the conditions at which the COP was

calculated .

8.31 In addition to the specific evidence set out above, we expect participants to retain
evidence relating to the heat pumpbés design and

data.

Design Seasonal Performance Factor (SPF)

8.32  For applications made on or after 28 May 2014, the heat pump must be designed and

installed to operate with a design seasonal performance factor of at least 2.5.

8.33  The SPF is defined in the Regulations as "the ratio of [the heat pump's] heat output to

electricity input expressed as an average over a year".

8.34  The desig n SPF of the heat pump will need to be determined by the installer using a

specified methodology.
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8.35  For applications made on or after 22 May 2018, the shared ground loop system must
be designed and installed to operate with a design seasonal performance fa ctor of at

least 2.5.

Suitable forms of evidence for design SPF

45kWth and under

8.36  For installations which are 45kWth and under, a declaration from the installer that the

SPF was calculated in line with the methodology used in:

A version 2.0 of the document entitled OHeat Emitter Gu
Domestic Heat Pumpsdé published on 21 November
A From 26 September 2015  ©!: Version 1.0 of the document entitled
6 MCS 026 Seasonal Coefficient of Perfor man
published on 1 May 2015 62,

Over 45kWt h

8.37  Forinstallations greater than 45kWth, applicants need to ask their installer to complete
the relevant section of the Installer Declaration (the templ ate is available on our
website ©3). This declares the calculated design SPF, which standard or method t hey
have used to make the calculation and that they have given the supporting calculations

to the applicant.

8.38 The design SPF calculations may be requested during the application process and at
any time post -accreditation. The calculations will be reviewed to ensure they have been
carried out appropriately, which will include checks of the methodology, the inputs to
the calculations and the underlying assumptions and how they relate to the specifics of

the installation and associated heat uses

51 This is the date from which the relevant amendment to the Regulations comes into force:
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/1459/contents/made

62 Details of which are available at www.microgenerationcertification.org

53 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental -programmes/non _-domestic -renewable -heat -incentive -rhi/how -
apply -non -domestic_-rhi
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8.39 Different standards or methods may be used depending on whether the system is for
space heating, water heating, process heating, or a combination. As described in Annex
C of D Edsubaton response document 64, possible standards that can be used are
EN 14825 for space heating  -focused systems and EN 16147 for hot water systems. EN
14825 refers to the 6Seasonal Coefficient of Perfor
are outlined for both the active mode SCOP (SCOPon) and the net SCOP (SCOPnet) as
defined i n that standard. For the purpose of the RHI, the calculation of the SCOPon or

SCOPnet would satisfy the requirement for the design SPF calculation.

8.40  The requirement for the design SPF to be a minimum of 2.5 is applicable to whichever

boundary you use, ort o0 the SCOPon or SCOPnet.

8.41 If you need to use more than one method due to different uses of the heat (i.e. space
and water) then the one value for the design SPF should be an average. We would
normally expect this to be a weighted average based on the heat demand over the year.
For example, if the space heating SPF is 3.5 and the water heating SPF is 2.8, and

approximately 70% of the heat is used for space heating, and 30% for water heating:

1 Design SPF=(3.5x0.7) + (2.8x0.3) =3.3

8.42  You will need to ret ain the calculations from the installer as they may be requested at
the accreditation stage or for audit purposes. Based on industry feedback, some factors
that we would take into consideration in assessing the calculations are listed below. We
invite furt her feedback on whether these are appropriate and suggestions of further
important factors that should be included in design SPF calculations, and we may update

our guidance in light of such feedback or as industry codes and standards evolve:

A The specific design SPF that has been calculated. i.e. SCOPon,
SCOPnet, boundary H2 (please see 8.30 for further details), etc.

A Climatic data, or reference heating season used

A Expected heat demand for the heat pump, and design
temperature used for the heat dem and calculation

A Bivalency point used (explain which heat sources this is in
relation to and how heating is to be provided if the bivalency

point is greater than the design temperature)

54 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265855/Non -
Domestic_Renewable_Heat_Incentive -_Improving_Support_Increasing_Uptake -_PUBLISHED.pdf
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A All other pertinent information that would be reasonably required

by us to understand the assumptions and methodology

Seasonal Performance Factor Ongoing Measurement

8.43 In addition to the minimum design SPF requirement, it is also a requirement for
applications made on or after 28 May 2014 that the electrical input to the heat pump
system is measured and quarterly readings are provided. This is to enable the SPF to
be calculated on an ongoing basis for monitoring purposes. The readings will not affect

payments or eligibility.

8.44  We will ask you to provide information on what is being measured in the application
form. You will be asked to select which 6boundaryé

measurement (see Figure 4):

A Boundary H2: measuring heat pump and source pump/fan

A Boundary H3: measuring heat pump, source pump a nd
integrated electric heater

A Boundary H4: measuring heat pump, source pump, integrated

electric heater (if present) and integrated distribution system

components
{S_F'ﬂ ____________________________ H
I :'s_PF_.B________________l :
- ___ |
I IspF [ = |
: I (I = *‘é" :
1 1! 1 S o
1 1! Heat pump 1 o c !
1 B (] = 0 |
p H 11 = |
= [ = E :
L Source pump | 11 - 8 ,
i 1 (1 5 c 1
———————————————— 4 ]
L ' 53 |
F Integrated : % 0N 1
L slaciric ) =) |
1 | haatef ] — I
1! I !
L | ]
' I

Figure 4: Heat pump boundaries for electrical input measurement
8.45 If the heat pump has an integrated electricity meter(s) that measures the required

electricity input, this can be used. Otherwise, external electricity meter(s) should be

appropriately installed in order to measure the required input. NB. The same meter ma y
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also be required for you to work out your eligible heat output. It is fine to have more
than one electricity mete  r - we will only need details of those that are needed to

measure the total electrical input.

8.46  If you have multiple plants as part of your in stallation, the total electrical input to all
plants will be required. You may have components external to the heat pump that are
in between the heat pump and the heat meter(s) that require an electrical input, such
as circulation pumps or motorized valves . These do not need to have their electrical

input measured.

8.47  Ifthe heat pump is capable of cooling, the measured electrical input should be only for
the periods where the heat pump is providing heating, where this is possible. The
electricity meter(s) re  adings will need to be provided every quarter as part of periodic

data, but you will not be required to carry out any SPF calculations yourself.

8.48 No extra heat meters should be installed in order to calculate the SPF. The heat meter(s)
installed in ordert o calculate the eligible heat output for payments will be used for the

6heat outputdé value required in the SPF calculation

8.49  For installations with a standard metering arrangement, and where eligible heat use is
being measured rather than eligible heat gen eration, an extra heat meter does not need
to be installed to measure the generation. The eligible use meter(s) will be used as a

proxy measurement for heat output.

Simultaneous heating and cooling heat pumps

8.50 Some ground or water source heat pumps may have a simultaneous operation in which
heat recovered during the cooling mode of the heat pump is used directly by the heat
pump for heating elsewhere on the heating system, by -passing the ground loop. Direct
recovered heat is not eligible for RHI paym ents so these systems must be metered such

that Ofgem can determine what heat has circulated the ground loop.

8.51 For these installations, the heat drawn f rom the ground must be measured 8 If the
heat pump has an integral meter capable of measuring this to a n appropriate accuracy,
this can be used. Otherwise, a heat meter of an appropriate accuracy should be installed

on the ground loop. This must be capable of distinguishing between the heat drawn

% Regulations, Pa rt 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 25
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from the ground and the heat transferred to the ground. An ex ample of how this could
be achieved is by the connection of the heat meter to a building management system

(BMS). This measurement is for monitoring purposes and will not affect payments.

8.52  Where a heat meter is installed, the components should be shown on the systemds
schematic diagram. The meter installed should be appropriately specified and calibrated

for the installation - specific solution in the ground loop.

Reversible heat pumps

8.53  Air to water heat pumps that are designed to provide cooling are not elig ible for the
RHI. It is common, especially at the larger scale, for ground and water source heat
pumps to run in reverse in the warmer months to generate cooling. Such reversible
ground and water source heat pumps are eligible for the RHI, but only the hea ting
generated is eligible for RHI support. As set out in the RHI Policy Document 6 any
cooling generated by operating the heat pump in reverse is not eligible for RHI support.

Therefore, heat pumps that will only be used

8.54 In accordance with the Regulati ons, participants must therefore ensure their meters
are able to measure the heat eligible for RHI payments. This may require the
measurement of the cooling generated in order to discount it such that RHI payments
are not received on the cooling 67, We may ask for evidence that this is the case, either
as part of the accreditation process or at any time once an installation has been

accredited.

Determination of heat pump installation capacity

8.55 Theinstallation capacity of a heat pump installation should be determined based on the
operational design conditions. The relevant temperature conditions of the operational

point should be stated in the application.

8.56  For packaged heat pump units, the heating output (kWth) can be evidenced throug h
provision of a manufacturerés technical speci ficat
different operational points. The heating output for the heat pump unit, or each
individual unit where multiple plants are present, should be calculated based on the

nearest operational conditions for that unit as tested by the manufacturer. A

56 Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC) RHI Policy Document, March 2011, p36.
57 Regulations, Part 4, chapter 3, Regulation 45(3)
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8.57

8.58

8.59

8.60

8.61

O0performance curved or table for heating capacity atf
under EN 14511 test conditions would be considered suitable evidence to verify the
installat ion capacity figure stated within the RHI application. This information is often

included within manufacturerds technical speci ficat

For all ground source and water source heat pumps, applicants will need to ask their
installer to complete the relevant section of the Installer Declaration (the template is
available on our website) to provide assurance that the size of the heat pump has been

determined appropriately for the planned heat use.

For ground source and water source he at pumps which are capable of cooling, the

capacity submitted must be based on the design heat load. This is defined in the

Regul ations as o6the heat flow required to achieve t
that plant. The calculations carried out by t he installer for the design heat load must be

in accordance with EN 12831. The design heat load calculations may be requested

during the application process and at any time post -accreditation. The calculations will

be reviewed to ensure they have been carr ied out appropriately, which will include

checks of the methodology, the inputs to the calculations and the underlying

assumptions and how they relate to the specifics of the installation and associated heat

uses.

Applicants will need to ask their install er to complete the relevant section of the Installer
Declaration (the template is available on our website) confirming the design heat load

has been calculated in accordance with EN 12831, providing details of the outdoor
temperatures used in the calculati on and confirmation that the calculations have been
given to the applicant. The decl aration template ca
page. You will need to retain the calculations from the installer as they may be

requested for audit purposes.

Wherean i nst all ation comprises multiple heat pump unit
to apply when you have multiple plantsd) these are
making up a single installation, then the overall 6

of t he individual peak heat output of each unit.
For bespoke equipment, as part of the accreditation process you may have to provide

us with technical evidence e.g. design data or simulation results, to verify the

installation capacity stated.
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Installer dec laration

8.62 Ofgem is aware that in practice, for some heat pump projects, the functions of system
specification, heat pump sizing, design heat load calculations, physical installation, and
commissioning, may be conducted by different persons or organisations . For the
purposes of the RHI each of these roles could be considered to be the installer for the
purposes of the relevant section of the RHI declaration they are appropriately qualified
to complete. In these cases, applicants will need to ask the appropri ate professional to
complete relevant sections of the Installer Declaration. The applicant should ensure that
a separate version of the declaration is submitted for each signatory, and be satisfied

that each signatory is able to agree to the declaration th ey have provided.
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9. Solid biomass (including soli
wast e)
Size eligible All scales.
- o Only for installations with an installation capacity
Preliminary accreditation?
equal to or greater than 200kWth.
Tariff Guarantee available? Yes for installations equal to or over 1IMWth
Non - Tariff Guarantee . . . . . .
. L Yes, for installation with an installation capacity
extension application
. below 1MWth
available?
Fuel eligibility  requirements
Valid emission certificate or environmental permit.
Summary of eligibility criteria In waste:
Must burn  solid biomass contained in waste
Fuel eligibility  requirements.
Boiler (e.g. ignition equipment, heat exchanger,
electrical wiring and  controls, combustion
chamber, grate, air  control, housing/  container).

Integral equipment usually
included in the definition of

Piping required for the effective start up and shut
down of the plant (e.g. back end loop/ valve).
Fuel feed equipment (e.g. auger, moving floor

6eligible install etc.) where these are likely to be integral to the
paragraphs 4.7 i 4.13) operation of the  plant.
Flue g as treatment equipment (where it is
different to the equipment required for a
comparable gas installation).
Fuel storage equipment (e.g. fuel hopper).
Requires MCS or equivalent
scheme certification for Yes
installations of 45kWth or '
less?
Equipment not included in the
definition of o6¢el See paragraph 4.10.
install ationbo

Fuel Measurement and
Sampling (FMS) questionnaire
required?

Yes for (a) any installation with an installation
capacity of LMWth or greater and/or (b) any
installation which uses solid biomass contained in
waste and/or (c)

self - reporting against the sustainability
requirements.
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General eligibility

9.1 The NDRHI scheme will close to all new applications (including applications for
accreditation, preliminary accreditation, registration, preliminary registration,
additional capacity, additional biomethane and Tariff Guarantees (TG)) from midnight
at the en d of 31 March 2021, barring some exceptions. Please refer to Chapter 2 for

further information on the closure of the RHI.

9.2 In addition to the general eligibility criteria, plants burning biomass, or biogas derived
from biomass, must meet certain eligibility criteria specific to the technology type.

9.3 Biomass is defined as Omaterial, ot her than fossil
directly or indirectly from, plant matter, ani mal matter, 8y Exaniplescof al gae o

fuels that often meett  his definition include (but are not limited to):

wood logs, chips and pellets

straw and agricultural residues

food waste

paper/ pulp residues from the paper manufacturing process

biomass residues from the food processing industry

=A =4 =4 -4 4 A

sewage sludge.

9.4 When refe rring to solid biomass or biogas produced from biomass, we mean that the

fuel is, or is derived from, the material in the above definition.

Solid biomass boilers

9.5 All sizes of solid biomass boilers are eligible for the RHI.

Gol i dob

9.6 Fuelsneedtobe cl assed as O0solidd to be eligible for accre
If the fuel is gas, it would be eligible under the biogas technology category. Technologies

using liquid fuel are not eligible.

8 Act, s. 100(3)
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9.7 O0Wet 6 fuels such as food warsdtselidsdie.uvhale salidsiatel be cons

contained in water).

9.8 Where there is doubt about whether a particular fuel could be either solid or liquid, we
will consider |liquids as including the fuels listed
from the Commission  on the practical implementation of the EU biofuels and bioliquids
sustainability scheme ando n counting r ul e®. Liuids thebefore incluglé s 6
viscous liquids such as waste cooking oil, liquid animal fats, palm oil, crude tall oil and

tall oil p itch. We will also include fuels with similar properties to these as liquids

9.9 We would consider the state of the fuel at the point of entry to the heat generating

plant in determining whether the fuel is a solid or a liquid. For example, if solid biomass

is melted before it enters the heat generating pl a
installationd in section O6What is an installationo
generating plant as a liquid, then we would generally consider this to be a | iquid.

Equally, where a fuel enters the plant in a solid state, we would generally consider this

to be a solid.

Criteria for woodfuel quality

9.10 From 1 April 2022, solid biomass which is wood that is used to generate heat in an

accredited RHI installation must meet the woodfuel quality criteria outlined below:

(1) All wood pellets must meet the EN Plus Al standard 0 or an

equivalent standard.

(2) All other woodfuel must meet fuel quality standard EN 15234 -
1:2011 *, EN15234/ 1SO 9001: 2015 72, EN ISO 17225 -4:2014 7

or an equivalent standard.

8 Available at http://eur _-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:C:2010:160:0008:0016:EN:PDF
0 https://www.enplus __-pellets.eu/en -in/

"t https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/18307fb9 -4548 -40e6 -8352 -b7f0c462768e/en -15234 -1-
2011

72 https:/ /www.iso.org/standard/62085.html

7 https://standards.iteh.ai/catalog/standards/cen/acae5637 -0946 -4570 -8613 -eac7abbebb27/en -iso-17225 -1-
2014
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The RHI regulations defines fAWoodfuelo in t
woodfuel quality criteria as woodchip, logs, wood pellets and
wood briquettes, regardless of whether the wood will undergo

any other process before burn ing.

(3) All woodfuel must be certified by the Woodsure Certification
Scheme 7 or an equivalent certification scheme as meeting the
standard in points 1 and 2 above. The certification scheme must

provide assurance of the supply chain of the woodfuel.

9.11 Partici pants will be required to provide evidence to show the woodfuel they have used
in their accredited RHI installation meets the wood fuel quality criteria. This information
will be requested on a quarterly basis alongside meter readings and sustainability

information.

9.12  Participants using solid biomass which is waste or is wholly derived from waste in their
accredited RHI installation will not be required to meet the woodfuel quality criteria set

out above . For more information please see Chapter 4 of Guidance Volume 2.

Fossil fuelled and dual fuelled biomass plant

913 The governmentodés policy is <clear that no fossil f
relation to channelling waste heat, as the role of the RHI is to promote progress towards
targets under the EU Renewable Energy Directive. Where a fossil fuelled plant is
present, it may need to be metered separately and must not contribute towards the
heat generation meter readings of the RHI eligible plant (please see Chapter 13 for

further information on meter placement).

9.14  The fossil fuel derived element of any heat wi Il not be eligible for support under the
RHI. For example, heat generated by a biomass boiler where there is also a back -up oil
boiler would be eligible, as long as the oil boiler was metered separately and excluded
from the heat for which RHI support was claimed. Component plants that use renewable
and fossil fuels together in a single boiler and are not capable of separate metering are
not eligible for the RHI.

74 https://woodsure.co.uk/about -woodsure/
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General documents to keep

9.15 All biomass and biogas participants must keep planning permission documents,
environmental applications and permits required under other legislation (such as the
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010 or the Pollution
Prevention and Control (Scotland) Regulations 2000) to submit at the accreditatio n

stage.

Heat medium

9.16 A solid biomass installation must include a boiler to be eligible for the RHI. The
Regul ations provide that the installationds heat m
steam, and this liquid or steam must be metered (see Chapter 13 for further information
on this requirement). If the installation produces any direct air heating (such as from a
stove), the installation may still be eligible if only the hot water component (e.g. from
a Oback boileré) is met er éodwoultHslilvmaeddormeetthdnar i nst al | at

quality requirements detailed below.

Solid biomass plants of 45kWth and under

9.17 Biomass plants of 45kWth and below must be certified under MCS or an equivalent

scheme.

9.18 The Regulations do not provide that plants of this scale are permitted to burn any fossil
fuel or biomass contaminated with fossil fuel at the plant (i.e. in the same boiler). It
will therefore be a condition of accreditation that these biomass plants must use 100%
biomass fuels. It is acceptable to h ave fossil fuel boilers connected to the same heating
system (although heat generated by fossil fuel boilers is not eligible for the RHI and

should not be included in meter readings of the RHI

Ancillary and contaminated fuels

9.19  Although the RHI is designed to support solid biomass fuels, there are allowable uses
of fossil - derived fuels to generate heat. In solid biomass plants above 45kWth, fossil
fuels are permitted for O6ancillary purposesth, and s
fossil fuels are permitted (e.g. wood which has been painted, and municipal waste

containing plastic), but these uses are only allowed up to certain levels. These ancillary
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fueluses and howthe yare measured are setoutinC hapter 13, as well as what e vidence
you need to keep on an ongoing basis; which is outlined in Volume 2, Chapter 4 of this

guidance.

9.20 For the following installations:

1 solid biomass (including CHP) 1MWth and above using these
fossil -derived fuels in contamination or ancillary fuel use as
described above

1 any CHP installation where eligible heat is generated by specific
combustion units (such that there are plants on the system from
which the heat is not eligible on the RHI)

1 energy from solid biomass contained in waste (including CHP)
biomethane

i biogas produced by gasification or pyrolysis (including CHP)
where the feedstock is solid biomass with fossil fuel

contamination or where the feedstock is solid biomass in waste;

9.21 The RHI regulations state that participants using contaminated solid biomass must
ensure the proportion of solid biomass in their fuel is at least 90% by energy content

in each quarterly period (i.e. the fossil fue | component must not exceed 10% ).

9.22 The measurement and sampling procedures used deter mine the proportion of
contamination must be described by the applicant in the Fuel Measurement and

Sampling (FMS) questionnaire submitted to us and agreed with us at the application

stage.

9.23 The FMS questionnaires can be found on the RHI website 7 and more information on
how to complete the questionnaire can be found in t
and Sampling Guidance6. Failure to submit a compl et
in a delay in reviewing your app lication and subsequently a delay in making any RHI
payments. We will agree FMS procedures on a case -by-case basis according to the

setup and condition of each plant.

Air quality requirements

S http://  www.ofgem.gov.uk/rhi
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9.24  Air quality requirements for biomass boilers were introduced in September 2013. These
requirements include new eligibility criteria for applicants with biomass boilers; new
ongoing obligations to ensure participantsdé boilers
particulate matter (PM) and oxides of nitrogen (NOx). PM an d NOx are harmful

pollutants caused by biomass combustion, but can be reduced by efficient operation of

the installation.

Maximum permitted emissions

Particulate matter 30 grams per gigajoule (g/GJ) net heat input 6
(Net heat input = the amount of heat over time
that is supplied to the plant by the fuel used, and

is based on the net calorific value of that fuel).
Oxides of nitrogen 150 grams per gigajoule (g/GJ) net heat input

Who do the air quality requirements apply to?

9.25 Theair quality requirements apply to you if you have a biomass boiler (including if you

are applying for the specific biomass CHP tariff) and:

1 your application for the RHI was submitted on or after 24
September 2013, or

1 you were a participant in the RHI before 24 Septem ber 2013 and
you apply for additional capacity for your boiler on or after 24

September 2013 but  on or before 31 March 2021.

9.26  The air quality requirements do not apply to you if your installation received preliminary
accreditation before 24 September 2013 (and this has not been withdrawn), and you

decide to apply for full accreditation.

How do | comply with the air quality requirements?

9.27 To meet the eligibility criteria your application must contain either an RHI emission

certificate or an environmental permit . If you are providing an RHI emission certificate

it must meet the three requirements set out below. If you are providing an
environmental permit it must be in force and valid, and this alone will be sufficient to

demonstrate complianc e with the RHI air quality requirements. If your installation

6 Net heat input means the amount of heat over time that is supplied to the plant by the fuel used. This is
based on the net calorific value of that fuel.
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consists of more than one boiler you need to supply an RHI emission certificate or
environmental permit for each boiler as appropriate. An exemption (such as a U4
exemption) does not meet the re quirements for an environmental permit and therefore

you would be required to provide a valid RHI emissions certificate.

What are RHI emission certificates?

9.28 RHI emission certificates must state that the boiler has been tested to meet the air

quality requ irements for the RHI. The Regulations specify three requirements:

(1) It must be issued by a testing laboratory. The Regulations define
testing | aboratories as oO0an organisation whi
testing of emissions from a plant either at permanent laboratory

premi ses or away from those premi ses?d.

(2) If testing was done on or after 24 September 2013 the testing

laboratory must have been accredited to ISO 17025 at the time

of testing.
(3) It must contain all the information in Schedule 1 of the 2 018
Regulations.
9.29 We strongly encourage testing |l aboratories to us
certificated template when issuing RHI emi ssion cel
downloaded at the  Ofgem RHI website 77 under t het o6Hopwpl yo | ink.

Issuing RHI emission certificates in a different format than the template may
lead to delays in accreditation. Please see Appendix 2 for a copy of the RHI

emission certificate.

9.30 Applicants should be aware that we may audit their RHI emissio n certificate
to ensure the information it contains is valid and accurate, and that it meets
all the regulatory requirements as described above. This will help to

safeguard the scheme against fraudulent certificates.

What test standard should be used for my RHI emissions certificate and
how will it affect the fuels | can use?

7T https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/
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9.31 The RHI Regulations refer directly to a number of relevant standards for testing NO
and PM (see paragraph 9 of Schedule 1). The following points aim to clarify the
standards ass ociated with testing and fuel classification for the RHI emissions

certificate.

9.32  For applications made after 23 September 2013 you must only burn fuels in your solid
biomass boiler which are consistent with those specified in your boiler emissions
certific ate(s) which you have submitted to Ofgem from the date you apply to the

scheme. This includes the:

1 fuel type (chip, pellet or log)
9  origin (e.g. virgin, virgin -waste blend, waste) and;

T fuel moisture content.

9.33  For boilers that have been tested in accordanc e with BS EN303 -5:1999, RHI emissions
certificates will be accepted if the fuel is classed according to the property classes shown
in Table 8 of that standard. The characteristics of the test fuel will have to be consistent
with the details provided in Tab le 8. For example, B1 chipped wood would need to have
a test moisture level between 20 -30% and a maximum mois ture level of 35%. Family
rules 78 will apply, where only boilers with a capacity up to 300kW will be accepted and
the date of test must be before 31 August 2012. The validity of the certificates will be

confirmed by Ofgem against the o6rhiecl™stdo avail abl

9.34 BS EN303-5:2012 came into force on 31 August 2012, for boilers tested in accordance
with thi s standard, all RHI emissions certificates dated after this time will require
reference to the biofuel standard related to the fuel type combusted. The relevant BS
EN14961 standa rd should be referenced from 31 August 2012 until it is superseded by
ENISO 1 7225 1 the date on which EN17225 comes into force differs for each fuel type.

From the relevant date onwards, the applicable EN ISO 17225 standard should be

referenced.

9.35 We are happy to accept reference to the applicable EN ISO 17225 standard if the

amendment to the certificate is being made now, even if the test was prior to the

8 Family rules apply to type testing of boilers within the same family, generally that they have the same
constructional design, and are outlined in 5.1.4 of EN303 -5:2012.
® http://rhieclist.org.uk/
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9.36

9.37

9.38

9.39

9.40

publication of the current biofuel standard, with the understanding that the lab may

only want to reference a certificate that is no w live and they have access to.

The tested fuel moisture level, which will be entered in Section 3c of the emission
certificate template, should fall within the characteristics detailed in Table 7 of BS EN
303-5:2012. For example, EN ISO 17225 -2 Al woodchips should have a test moisture
level between 20 -30% and a maximum allowable moisture content of 25% (as per the
biofuel standard). EN ISO 17225 -2 A1 wood pellets should have a test moisture content

less than or equal to 12% and a maximum allowable moisture content of 10%, which

is inserted in Section 3d of the emission certificate template.
If the fuel cannot be classed in accordance with a biofuel sub -standard (for reasons
such as; the installation is under 500KW, th e test fuel is better defined this way, or the

test performed in accordance with BS EN 13284 and BS EN 14792:2005), you may
reference the general biofuel standard. Provide the origin, source and all normative
information applicable to that fuel type 1 the required information and descriptors and
contained in tables in EN17225 -1. The fuel should continue to reference the general

biofuel standar d as detailed above.

For example, a test completed on 12/12/15 for wood logs could look like the following:
ENISO 17225 -1 logwood , 1.1.4 Logging residues, L30, D15, M20.

Does the RHI emission certificate have to state my boiler was tested
specifically?

The RHI emission certificate does not necessarily have to be issued in relation to the
actual boiler beingused  to apply for the RHI. It could refer to a boiler of the same make,
model and installation capacity as the boiler being used to apply for the RHI. We will
accept these types of certificates as evidence your boiler complies with the air quality

requirements, provided they meet the three requirements above.

RHI emission certificates may also refer to a boiler in the same type -testing range of
the boiler being used to apply for the RHI. Type -testing range is defined in the
Regul ations as 0a rchhageghe saime gohstuctiorsanddbsign so that

the testing of one or more plants in that range give results capable of applying to all
plants in the range... 6. This means that whi

emissions testing, its design i s so similar to another boiler which has been tested that,

e
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9.41

9.42

9.43

for the purposes of the air quality requirements, we are allowed to treat it as the same
boiler. If an RHI emission certificate applies to a type -tested range of boilers, there

should be a list of  all of these boilers on the certificate.

There are two requirements that must be met before we will consider a boiler eligible

on the basis of type  -testing:

1 Ifthe installation capacity of the smallest of the boilers in the type -testing range is
less tha n or equal to 500kWth, the ratio of the smallest boiler to the largest boiler
must be no more than 1:2. For example, there could be two boilers in the type
testing range, the smallest 100kWth, and the largest 200kWth. This would be

acceptable as the ratio  would be exactly 1:2.

9 If the installation capacity of the smallest of the boilers is greater than 500kWth,
then the difference between the smallest and largest boiler must be no more than
500kWth. For example, there could be two boilers in the type -testing range, the
smallest 550kWth and the largest 900kWth. This would be acceptable as the
difference is 350kWth, which is under the 500kWth limit.

Where can | get an RHI emission certificate?

An RHI emission certificate should be provided by the installer or manufacturer of your
biomass boiler. Alternatively, an on - site test may be carried out by a testing laboratory

to produce an RHI emission certificate.

What are environmental permits?

Environmental permits are defined in the Regulations as a permit issued in accordance
with the provisions of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations

2016 8 or the Pollution Prevention and Control (Scotland) Regulations 2012. The
Environmental Permitting Regulations provide a consolidated system of environmental
permitting in England and Wales. The Pollution Prevention and Control Regulations

provide an integrated pollution control regime for Scotland.

80 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/1154/contents/made
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9.44  There are a number of different permits that may be required depending on; the size
of the installation, location of the activity, type of fuel being combusted, the process of

extraction and discharge and/or the type of activity taking place.

9.45  From 1 October 2018 all participants must declare at application and annually that they
have the relevant environmental permit(s) for their installation and be able to provide

this if audited.

Where can | get an environmental permit?

946 Environment al permits are typically issued by the r
environment age ncies. For England , this is the Environment Agency 81(EA), for Scotland
it is the Scottis h Environment Protection Agency 82 (SEPA), and for Wales this is Natural

Resources Wales & (NRW).

What do we do once the evidence has been provided?

9.47 If you provide an RHI emission certificate we will check it during the accreditation
process to make sure it contains all the required information, including that it states
your boiler has been tested to meet the air quality requirements. If you provide an
enviro nmental permit we will check it is active and valid. As long as either of these

checks are successful, your boiler will be compliant with the air quality requirements.

Biomass contained in waste

948 I nstallations that apply as ©6solid bi omass <contain
combination of wastes as their fuel source. Fuels that are not classed as waste by the
Regulations cannot be used at the plant. To be an eligible installation it must be
demo nstrated that at least 10% of the energy content per quarter will be from the solid

biomass contained in the waste. Please see Chapter 9 for details of how to do this.

949 The Regul ations specify that O6wasted has the meanin

2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on waste(b) and includes

81 hitps://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment -agency
82 https://www.sepa.org.uk/
83 https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en
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excreta produced by  animals 8. Accordingly, ‘waste' is classified as "any substance or

object which the holder discards or intends or is required to discard". For installati ons

t hat burn O6éwasteo, but meet the eligibility criter
installation can still be accredited as solid biomass. A description of the type(s) of waste

used will need to be provided.

Best Practice

9.50 Ifyouwould like furthe  rinformation on implementing a biomass project, please see the
Carbon Trustds best practice guide, 0Bi omass heati |
users for bi onfalywuwouldlikeductherinformation about the location of
suitable fuels for your biomass boiler then this is available from the biomass energy
cent r e ds %wehse note that both guides are for information only and should not

be construed as guaranteeing eligibility to the RHI.

Sustainability requirements

9.51 You must use fuels that meet the sustainability requirements to meet your ongoing
obligations and receive RHI payments. This applies to all existing and new participants
I even if you are already receiving RHI payments, you will need to comply with these
requirements.  Please note that the sustainability requirements are in addition to

meeting your emissions requirements.

9.52 If you are applying for accreditation, you must ensure that from the date you submit
your application the fuel you are using meets the sustainability requirements. If you
cannot demonstrate that the fuel meets the sustainability requirements, this may affect

the date from which you are considered to be eligible for the RHI scheme.

Biomass Suppliers List and Sustainable Fuel Register

9.53 The Biomass Suppliers List (BSL) ¥ is run by Gemserv and was developed with the

support of the DECC and has been publicly accessible since 25 September 2014. The

84 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/197/requlation/3/made

85 http://www.carbont rust.co.uk/Publications/pages/PublicationDetail.aspx?id=CTG012

86 http://www.biomassenergycentre.org.uk/portal/page? pageid=77.681226& dad=portal & schema=PORTAL
87 https://biomass _ -suppliers -list.service.gov.uk/
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BSL is a list of suppliers who have fuel(s), which are compliant with the RHI
sustai nability requirements, as assessed by the list manager. It is for woody biomass
only (wood or wholly derived from wood, including waste -wood). The list does not

include non -woody biomass including energy crops or agricultural residues.

9.54  Please note that th e production and/or burning of waste derived fuel including waste
wood is subject to regulatory control under the Environmental Permitting Regulations.
Those sourcing or self -supplying waste derived fuel including waste wood via the BSL
must adhere to wast e management controls. They must ensure they carry out the
necessary checks and controls to demonstrate that their production or use of waste

derived wood fuel has the appropriate permits.

9.55  Similarly, those sourcing or self - supplying waste derived fuel inc luding waste wood via
the BSL will be required to comply with the contamination requirements of the RHI

scheme set out above in this chapter.

9.56 The Sustainable Fuel Register (SFR) 88 is a similar list of suppliers but with non -woody
biomass that includes ene  rgy crops and agricultural residues, where fuels on this list
are compliant with the RHI sustainability requirements. The list was approved by BEIS

on 4 November 2016, and is run by FEC Energy.

9.57 The easiest way to meet the sustainability requirements is by using the BSL or SFR,
either by purchasing fuels from these lists, or registering as a self -supplier (or as a
Producer/ - Trader if you also buy in raw materials) or a combination of these. Details

of the exact participant types on each list can be foun d on their respective websites .

9.58 Participants can demonstrate that they meet the sustainability requirements by using
a n approved sustainable fuel 6, which is a fuel that has been authorised by the BSL
or SFR administrator. Please note that fuel must be compliant from the date it was
received by you. Therefore, if your supplier is no longer on the list at the time you
received it (but was at time of purchase), your fuel may not be considered to have met

the requirements.

9.59  The use of these lists as a metho d of demonstrating compliance is only for solid biomass

installations generating heat (not heat and power). Those using CHP, and/or using

88 https://www.sfregister.org/
89http://www.biomassenergycentre.org.uk/portal/page?_pageid=77,681226& dad=portal& schema=PORTAL,

https://biomass  -suppliers -list.service.gov.uk/applying -to-the -bsl, http://sfreqister.orag/

% RHI Regulations, Regulaton 2, definition of fAapproved sustainable fuelod
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biogas or producing biomethane can not use this compliance route, and should refer to

the Guidance on Self -reporting.

9.60 See Chapter 4, Volume 2 for full details of using the BSL or SFR to demonstrate

compliance against the sustainability requirements.

Self -reporting

9.61 Those who are not able to, or choose not to exclusively source from either of these lists,
register as a self -supplier (or producer/trader) on them, or do not meet the RO
sustainability criteria (as a biomass or biogas CHP of 1IMWe or above °') mustself -report
on the sustainability requirements for the fuels they use. Self -reporters will need to
collate evidence that demonstrates the consignments of fuels they used in each quarter
meet the land and greenhouse gas (GHG) emission limit criteria . Please refer to the

Sustainability Self -Reporting Guidance to understand the requirements for

demonstrating compliance and what your next steps should be. Th e guidance gives
further information on the greenhouse gas (GHG) lifecycle emissions and land criteria
and what additional responsibilities you will have quarterly and annually to demonstrate

this compliance.

'I'I
<
wn

9.62 Following reading those sections of the guidan ce, you will need to fill out an
questionnaire. _ This document provides a template for agreeing your fuel measurement
processes and classificat ions with Ofgem to give both parties assurance that you know
how to report against the sustainability requirements going forward. Please refer to the

FMS Guidance for advice on how to compl  ete this.

91 See Chapter 11 for further details
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10. Bi ogas

combustion for

heat

Size eligible

All sizes.

Preliminary accreditation?

Yes.

Tariff Guarantee available?

Yes, only for greater than or equal to 600kWth

Non - Tariff Guarantee
extension application

available?

Yes, only for those below 600kWth

Summary of eligibility

requirements

Must generate heat from biogas alone.

Integral equipment usually
included in the definition of

eligible installation

1 Boiler (e.g. ignition equipment, heat exchanger,
electrical wiring and controls,

air control, housing/  container).

Exhaust gas treatment equipment and flaring etc.

Biogas production plant (e.g. anaerobic digesters,

gasifiers, and pyrolysers).

combustion chamber,

Equipment not included in
the definition of eligible

installation. See also 4.1

1 Feedstock treatment equipment and pre
equipment (e.g. pasteurisation equipment,
separation equipment, silage clamps, storage
buildings, and slurry  tanks).

1 Digestate/char treatment equipment (e.g. post

diges tion pasteurisation equipment and materials

separation equipment).

- processing

materials

Fuel Measurement and
Sampling (FMS)

guestionnaire required?

Yes for all installations.
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10.1

10.2

10.3

General eligibility

The NDRHI scheme will close to all new applications (including applications for
accreditation, preliminary accreditation, registration, preliminary registration,

additional capacity, additional biomethane and Tariff Guarantees (TG)) from midnight

at the en d of 31 March 2021, barring some exceptions. Please refer to Chapter 2 for

further information on the closure of the RHI.

Biogas is defined as o6gas produced by the adgderobic
Due to the cross reference to the term 6bi omassd , biogas includes any
the anaerobic or thermal conversion of any materi al
i s, or is derived directly or indirectly from, pl an

. For example, biogas cou Id include gas produced from food or farm waste. The biogas

production plant must use one of the following conversion technologies 9,

A Anaerobic digestion: 6the bacterial fer
absence of oxygenbo

A Gasification: 6t he subst oci cokidatommedr r steam
reformation of a substance to produce a gaseous mixture
containing two or all of the following: oxides of carbon, methane

and hydrogené

A Pyrolysis: 6the thermal degradation of
of an oxidising agent (other than that which forms part of the
substance

Removal of the 200kWth biogas limit

Biogas systems of any size are eligible for RHI support if they were first commissioned
on or after 4 December 2013. For biogas systems first commissioned before this date,

they must be under 200kWth and installed and first commissioned on or after 15 July

ment at i

a subst

20009. Pl ease refer to the o6l nstallation capacity for

how to determine the installation capacity.

92 Act, s. 100(3).
®Regul ations, Part 1, Regulation 2, definition of #Abiogas

product
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Other criteria

10.4 Theplantmustnot generate heat from solid biomass (including so lid biomass contained
in waste) °*. This means that where biogas is produced from the gasification or pyrolysis
of solid biomass, those processes produce heat T and that heat is not eligible for support
as bioga s but may be eligible as solid biomass. This is distinguished from the
combustion of the biogas realised from those processes. For example, log gasification
boilers (and other gasifying boilers) would generally be classed as generating heat from
solid biom ass (as well as biogas) because significant amounts of heat from the solid
biomass, in the form of hot gases generated by the biogas plant, would be transferred
to the hot water. Plants such as these would instead be eligible as solid biomass plants

and re ceive the solid biomass rather than biogas tariff.

10.5 An example of a plant which does not generate heat from solid biomass (and would
therefore be classed as biogas) would be where syngas produced from a gasification
process is quenched before being combusted (in an engine, turbine or boiler). Heat

would not be passed from the solid biomass to the hot water.

10.6  Where a plant generates hot liquid/ steam from solid biomass (i.e. from the heat
contained in the syngas before combustion is complete) through a heat exchanger, and
another plant combusts the biogas and generates hot liquid/steam through a further
heat exchanger, this would count as two separate plants (one solid biomass and one
biogas). Two applications would be made to the RHI, and each plant w ould receive the

tariff applicable to that heat generation and use.

10.7  Biogas from landfill sites is not eligible for support.

10.8 Plants configured to operate on both biogas and fossil fuel gas (e.g. where a single
boiler is connected to both a biogas and natu ral gas supply), which are effectively dual -
fuel biogas/fossil fuel boilers, will not be considered to be generating heat from biogas

so will not be eligible under the scheme.

10.9 Biogas can also be upgraded to make biomethane, as set out in Chapter 12, and/o r
used directly to produce heat. Where a company produces biogas and some is
combusted to provide heat, while the rest is o6upgrac
apply separately for accreditation of the installation generating heat from the biogas

and for registration of the biomethane production.

9 Regulations, Part 2, chapter 2, Regulation 15

97



Non-Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive

10.10 There is no requirement for MCS certification.

Certification of biogas plants

10.11 Biogas plants will still need to comply with relevant waste and environmental permitting

legislation regardless of their partic ipation in the RHI.

10.12 |f, prior to 4 December 2013, some heat was already being captured and used, (for
example to heat the digester of a biogas plant) then the plant is not to be considered
as electricity - only and will be treated as having already been co mmissioned as a CHP
system. It would therefore be ineligible to claim RHI on any heat produced and nor
would the addition of any new or replacement heat exchanger to such a plant render it

eligible *.

10.13 A possible heat use in a biogas installation is to dry the digestate. We would generally
expect this to be considered an eligible purpose if it meets the RHI requirements and

satisfies the principles set out in paragraph 5.1.

Biogas and Feed  -In Tariffs

10.14 The Feed -In Tariffs (FIT) scheme  provides support for renewable electricity installations
up to 5SMWTH, including those powered by anaerobic digestion. The FITs scheme does
not provide support for renewable heat. There are no limitations on receiving RHI for
renewable heat where anaerobic digestion installations are also receiving FITs for
renewable electricity. However, any heat used for electricity generation will not be

eligible for RHI support, as outlined in the

Metering requirements %

10.15 Heat delivered to a biogas production plant may be an eligible use. See paragraph 6.2

onwards for consideration of eligible heat uses. The Regulations require that this must

®This is in line with DECC6s clarifying note:
https://www.gov.  uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/315284/clarifying_note_on_b
iogas_chp_eligibility.pdf

% Regulations, Part 4, Chapter 1, Regulation 38

ol
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10.16

10.17

10.18

10.19

10.20

10.21

also be measured and either all of the heat, or an appropriate proportion, must be

deducted from the final RHI payment calculation.

This includes any heat generated by the plant once it has passed the meter used to
calculate the RHI payment (e.g. waste heat generated from the combustion of biogas),

which is subsequently returned to the biogas production plant.

Please refer to Chapter 13 for details of the meters, which are required to perform this
calculation. We will ask at the accreditation stage how this fits in to the overall heat
metering process at the plant. Due to the metering requirements, the heat will have to

be transferred in the form of liquid or steam. Biogas plants are specifically excluded

from delivering hot air from the heat generating plant to the biogas production plant 97,

Instead of deducting all of this heat from the final RHI payment calculation, a

proportion of the heat may be calculated. This proportion must be no less than:

xly
where:
1 x =the heat generated by the biogas plant which is used for
eligible purposes
1 vy = the energy content of all of the biogas produced by the

biogas production plant

This apportioning rule is in place for cases where some of the heat supplied to the
biogas production plant will not ultimately result in heat used for eligible purposes. For
example, in the case of a CHP system, s ome of the heat supplied to the biogas

production plant will result in biogas that is combusted to produce electricity.

If applicants would like to apportion, there must be robust calculations provided which
demonstrate an appropriate proportion, and evid ence provided that any relevant
measurement devices are in place. There is no obligation to choose this option, and the

full deduction can be made instead.

The exception to the deduction rules is when heat is contained in feedstock used at an
anaerobic di gestion plant (e.g. following pasteurisation of the feedstock). The heat in

this feedstock does not need to be measured or deducted.

97 Regulations, Part 4, Chapter 3, Regulation 43(i)
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Fuel Measurement and Sampling (FMS)

10.22

10.23

10.24

10.25

10.26

Applicants must complete a FMS questionnaire, including those who will be using
gasification or pyrolysis to produce biogas from contaminated solid biomass, waste, or

those who will be using fossil fuels for ancillary purposes. A completed FMS
guestionnaire must be provided to Ofgem and agreed as part of the accreditation
process. The questionnaires can be found on the RHI website % Please refer to the Fuel
Measurement and Sampling Guidance for more information on how to complete the

guestionnaire.

As of 1 April 2021, p articipants combusting biogas produced by AD, or injectin g
biomethane produced from biogas made by AD, will be able to use feedstock derived
from fossil fuel , as long as the contribution of the fossil fuel (that forms part of the

feedstock) to the energy content of th e biogas does not exceed 10%.

RHI payments will not be issued for any heat or biomethane derived from fossil fuel.
Where a participant uses feedstock derived from fossil fuel 9 the periodic support
payment calculated °° must be reduced ona prorata basis to reflect the percentage of
the energy content of bio gas from the fossil fuel component of the feedstock used by

the participant in the relevant quarterly period

In cases where the contribution of the fossil fuel to the energy content of the biogas is
below 10%, Ofgem will reduce the RHI payments in line with the percentage

contribution

Where the contribution of the fossil fuel to the energy content of the biogas exceeds

10%, Ofgem may take compliance action (if relevant) to recover payments made in
relation to biogas produced by fossil fuel 101 |t is important to note, as previously
stated, RHI payments will not be issued for any heat or biomethane derived from fossil
fuel.  For further information on  feedstock derived from fossil fuel used in biogas
installations or by registered biomethane producers , please see Chapter 4 of Guidance

Volume 2.

98 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications -and -updates/fuel -measurement -and-sampling -questionnaire
% 1n accordance with regulation 40A.

1001n accordance with regulation 66 or 73.

101 Regulation 7 1 and 72, The Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme Regulations 2018
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Biogas and Feed - In Tariffs

10.27 You must use fuels that meet (or are exempt from) the sustainability requirements to
meet your ongoing obligations and receive RHI payments. This applies to all existing
and new participants T even if you are  already receiving RHI payments, you will need

to comply with these requirements.

10.28 As a biogas installation, you must self -report against the requirements (as per Table 1

in the Sustainability Self -Reporting Guidance ). Please refer to the Sustainability Self -

Reporting Guidance to understand the requirements for demonstrating compliance and

what your next steps should be.

10.29 The guidance wil | give further information on the greenhouse gas (GHG) lifecycle
emissions and land criteria and what additional responsibilities you will have quarterly

and annually to demonstrate this compliance

10.30 Following reading those sections of the guidance, you wi Il need to fill out an FMS
questionnaire. This is a document which provides a template for agreeing your fuel
measurement and classification processes with Ofgem to give both parties assurance
that you know how to report against the sustainability requirem ents and where
applicable, the feedstock requirements. Further information on the feedstock
requirements can be found in the &édlntroduction to c

this document and  Guidance Volume 2
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11. CHP (f or solid biomass, solid
waste, biogas and geot her mal)
Size eligible All sizes.

Preliminary accreditation? Yes.

Summary of eligibility
requirements

i The CHP system must generate heat and power
from :
o one of the following sources:

(@) geothermal

(b) biogas

(c) solid biomass (excluding so  lid biomass
contained in waste)

(d) solid biomass contained in waste and
must meet the criteria for those
technologies; or

o aloneorinany combination of (b), (c) and (d)
above, provided that each type of fuel is
burne d in a separate combustion unit.

9 The relevant combustion units (and biogas
production plant where the combustion unit(s) burn
biogas) were first commissioned as part of a CHP
system on or after 4 December 2013 and ,

1 The relevant combustion units (and biogas
production plant where the combustion unit(s) burn
biogas) were new at the time of installation. If the
system uses solid biomass (excluding solid biomass
contained in waste)  alone or in combination with
other sources of energy, is CHPQA certified and the
relevant solid biomass combustion units are discrete
and were first commissioned on or after 4 December
2013 it will be eligible for the bespoke Biomass CHP
tariff.

Fuel Measurement and
Sampling (FMS)
guestionnaire required?

Yes, for any CHP application made under the combustion
unit provisions or self  -reporting against the sustainability
requirements

General eligibility
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11.1 The NDRHI scheme will close to all new applications (including applications for
accreditation, preliminary accreditation, registration, preliminary registration,
additional capacity, additional biomethane and Tariff Guarantees (TG)) from midnight
at the en d of 31 March 2021, barring some exceptions. Please refer to Chapter 2 for

further information on the closure of the RHI.

11.2  Subject to certain exceptions discussed below, the heat output of CHP systems are only
eligible for support under the RHI if the systems use one, or a combination of, the

following as a source of energy:

A biogas
A solid biomass

A solid biomass contained in waste.

11.3 These plants will also have to meet the additional eligibility requirements applicable to
that technology be eligible. Pleas e see the relevant technology chapter for specific

details.

Combustion units

11.4 From 28 May 2014 it is possible for CHP installations to apply for accreditation and
receive support for individual combustion units. Where the fuel is solid biomass or solid
bi omass contained in waste, O6combustion unitd means

combustion unit means a boiler, turbine or engine.

11.5 The combustion unit(s) will need to meet the RHI eligibility criteria:

A be new at the time of installation (i n line with the definitionin C  hapter 4)

)

be first commissioned as part of a CHP system on or after 4 December 2013

A burn only either solid biomass, solid biomass in waste or biogas in each
combustion unit (contamination and ancillary fossil fuel use is allowed 1 see
Volume 2, C hapter 4 for further details)

A in the case of solid biomass (other than solid biomass contained in waste),

the combustion unit must meet the air qualit y requirements as detailed in

Chapter 9
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11.6  Where one or more biogas combustion units are being commissioned as part of a CHP
system there is the additional requirement that the biogas production plant that
provides the biogas which is used in the combustion unit must be new at the time of
installat ion, (in line with the definition in Chapter 4) and commissioned as part of the

CHP system on or after 4 December 2013.

11.7  The rest of the CHP system (other than the combustion units which meet the eligibility
criteria) does not need to meet any specific re qguirements and any other fuels could be
used. However, it is necessary to know details of the capacity as detailed in the section

below, and details of thef  uelinput as described in Vol ~ ume 2 for the purpose of payment

calculations.
Installation capacity for CHP systems
118 The Regul ations state that an installationds capaci
output capacityo of that installation (except where
been made on the basis of specific combustion unit(s) being e ligible 7 see 11.10). For

CHP systems, this relates to the total heat output of the equipment in the form of usable
hot liquid or steam. Applicants will need to make a case for how the capacity has been
defined, including consideration of whether heat gene rated is subsequently used for

power generation or heating.

11.9 Forexample, where a biogas CHP system combusts gas in an engine to generate power,
and the waste heat from this power generation is subsequently used for space or
process heating (in the form of hot water or steam), the CHP system
be the rated peak heat output capacity of any heat exchangers that are used to
generate the hot water or steam. This capacity would include the capacity of a water
jacket, unless it can be demonstrated satisfactorily that the heat could not be

transferred from the water jacket heat exchanger to the heating system.

11.10 Please note that heat used to generate electricity is not eligibl e for RHI support, please

see C hapter 5 for further details.

11.11 Where an appli cation for accreditation has been made on the basis of specific
combustion unit(s) being eligible, the installation capacity of the CHP system required
is the proportion of the peak heat output capacity of the CHP system applicable to the

eligible combusti  on units. This is determined by the formula:
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xly x P

where:

1 x = the total installed peak heat output capacity of all the
combustion units which meet the eligibility criteria which use the
same source of energy

1 vy = the total installed peak heat output capacity of all the
combustion units forming part of the CHP system

1 P = the total installed peak heat output capacity of the CHP

system

Converted CHP installations
Date of completion of installation and first commissioning

11.12 The following rules app ly:

A Biomass CHP and Biogas CHP less than 200kWth: a plant
previously generating electricity only using solid biomass or
biogas that was first commissioned as a CHP system on a date
(the conversion date) which is on or after 15 July 2009 will be
treated as a new plant installed and first commissioned on the
date of conversion (irrespective of the date on which they started

generating electricity);

A Biogas CHP equal to or more than to 200kWth: a plant previously
generating electricity only using bi ogas that was first
commissioned as a CHP system on a date (the conversion date)
which is on or after 4 December 2013 will be treated as a new
plant first commissioned on the date of conversion (irrespective

of the date on which they started generating el ectricity);

A where the bespoke biomass CHP tariff is being applied for, or
where application is being made under the combustion unit
provision, a plant previously generating electricity only, using
any fuel type (including fossil fuel) that was first commi ssioned

as a CHP system on a date (the conversion date) which is on or
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11.13

11.14

after 4 December 2013 will be treated as a new plant first
commissioned on the date of conversion (irrespective of the date

on which they started generating electricity).

At the conve rsion date, the system would have changed from having no useful heat
recovered to recovering some or all of the waste heat generated during the electricity
generation process. We will expect evidence to be provided of the changes made to the
existing elect ricity -only plant for a CHP plant to be considered new. Examples of such
changes would be the addition of a heat exchanger(s) and associated equipment for
the recovery of heat, or the re -use of the engine water jacket heat exchanger(s) but

with the additio n of new equipment to enable the heat to be recovered.

If, prior to 4 December 2013, some heat is already being captured and used (for
example to heat the digester of a biogas plant) then the plant is not to be considered
as electricity -only and will be t reated as having already been commissioned as a CHP
system. It would therefore be ineligible to claim RHI on any heat produced and nor
would the addition of any new or replacement heat exchanger to such a plant render it

eligible 102,

Solid biomass CHP tar iff

11.15 Solid biomass CHP installations will be eligible for the new solid biomass CHP tariff on
their eligible heat output if:

A the relevant combustion unit(s) was first commissioned as part
of a CHP system on or after 4 December 2013.

A therelevant combustion unit(s) are new at the time of installation

A the installation is certified under the CHPQA scheme.

A Applicants will have to provide evidence of current CHPQA
certification as part of the accreditation process in order to be
awarded this tariff

A the relevant combustion unit(s) burn solid biomass only (not
including solid biomass contained in waste)

2 This is in line with DECCo6s clarifying note:

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/315284/clarifying_note_on_b

iogas_chp_eligibility.pdf
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A the relevant combustion unit(s) comply with the air quality
requirements

A The requirements of the first two bullet points can be deemed to
be me t where the combustion unit(s) was previously supplying
energy for the generation of power only and the plant to which it
supplies energy is first commissioned as a CHP system on or after
4 December 2013.

11.16 Participants in receipt of the new solid biomass C HP tariff will have to ensure their
installation continues to be CHPQA - certified each year in order to retain the new solid
biomass CHP tariff. Where we establish an accredited installation is not certified under
the CHPQA for any year, it will be assigne d the relevant solid biomass tariff for the

period of non - certification.

11.17 New solid biomass CHP installations with a date of accreditation on or after 1 August
2016 will also have payments adjusted if they have a power efficiency of below 20% on
their CHPQ A certificate T see Guidance Volume 2, Chapter 1 4 for more details on exactly

how this works.

Interaction with the Renewables Obligation (RO)

11.18 This section does not apply to biogas CHP installations.

11.19 Solid biomass CHP installations which first generate heat and electricity before 1 April
2013 and have received accreditation under the Combined Heat and Power Quality
Assurance (CHPQA) Standard, are defined under the Renewables Obligation Order 2015
or Renewables Obligation Order (Scotland) 2009 as 6qualifying combined he
power generating stationsd. (See CHPQA G%WiWeance Not
interpret this to mean that they have been issued
addition to a 6Regul aré CHP ayare indlidiblefoasupportomvhi ch mean
their heat output under the RHI. NB: For the avoidance of doubt, this exception applies
even if the plant has not been in receipt of the ROC uplift. See Appendix 3 of this volume

for a diagram setting out the requirements f or CHP system eligibility.

11.20 Solid biomass CHP installations which first generate heat and electricity on or after 1

April 2013, are required to make a declaration under Article 28(7) of the Renewables

103 https://www.chpga.com/guidance _notes/GUIDANCE_NOTE 44 pdf
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Obligation Order 2009 or Renewables Obligation Order (S cotland) 2009 or under Article
35(7) of the Renewables Obligation Order 2015, as to whether they want to receive an

uplift for their heat under the RO for capacity installed and first commissioned after this

date. If they do not make this declaration, heat output from this capacity will be eligible

for the support under the RHI.

11.21 The same principle applies if further capacity is added to a CHP installation on or after

1 April 2013. If a declaration is not made for the additional capacity the heat from this

capacity may be eligible for RHI payments, even if
combined heat and power generating stationd or i s c:
has been made. Eligibility will also depend on whether the other eligibility re quirements

for the combustion unit are met (see 5.139).

11.22 The rules of the RO scheme mean that, for solid biomass CHP installations which first
generate heat and electricity on or after 1 April 2015 (or existing installations that add
additional capacity), there must be a declaration under Article 28(7) of the Renewables
Obligation Order 2009 or Renewables Obligation Order (Scotland) 2009 or under article
35(7) of the Renewables Obligation Order 2015 that none of the heat produced by that
capacity is eligibl e for support under the RHI. The Regulations prevent payment being
made for heat generation where such a declaration has been made. However, if the
technology/fuel is eligible for RHI support, then 1 although RO support will not be
available for the heatg enerated - RHI support may be available for that heat (provided

that all other requirements for entry onto the scheme are met).

11.23 Energy from Waste CHP stations accredited under the RO are not eligible for support

under the RHI irrespective of when they wer e installed and first commissioned.

Fuel Measurement and Sampling (FMS)

11.24 Applicants must complete an FMS questionnaire if they have either applied under the
combustion unit provisions or are over 1IMWth and not using 100% solid biomass fuel.
This must be provided to us and agreed as part of the accreditation process. The
guestionnaires can be found on the RHI website 104, Pl ease refer to the doc!
Measurement and Sampling Guidanced for more infor mea

guestionnaire.

104 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications -and -updates/fuel -measurement -and -sampling -questionnaire
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Heat meters
CHP systems first commissioned between 15 July 2009 and 28 November 2011

and registered on the CHPQA scheme

11.25 Where eligible CHP systems have a heat recovery system that was first commissioned
on or after 15 July 2009, and the s ystem was generating electricity only, using solid
biomass or biogas, prior to 15 July 2009, the Regulations allow us to accept such a

systemds existing heat or steam meters for the RHI

A the meters were installed prior to the date of commenceme nt of
the Regulations (28 November 2011) and ,
A the CHP system was registered under the CHPQA standard 105

prior to the date of commencement of the Regulations 106

11.26 Applicants who are self -reporting against the sustainability requirements must also

complete th e relevant sustainability sections of the FMS questionnaire 07 For further
information refer to the FMS Guidance and the Sustainability Self - Reporting Guidance.
11.27 In practice, this means that where such a CHP system has a pre -existing Class 3 heat

meter(s) that is relevant for the RHI, they will be exempt from the requirement to have

a Class 2 heat meter.

11.28 All other RHI eligibility and ongoing requirements re lating to metering setoutin C hapter
13, O0Metering eligibility r déaqCHPsygstemwhichdenefitmu st be me
from the above exemption in relation to existing meters needs to install additional
meters to meet the RHI metering requirements, e.qg. if their existing meters are not
appropriately located, the exemption will not apply and t hese additional meters will

need to comply with allo  f the requirements set out in C hapter 13.

11.29 Where this section does not apply, meters used to measure the quantities must be Class

21% heat meters or can be better (Class 1 meters)

11.30 We may ask for evidenc e such as receipts, invoices or instal

CHPQA documentation to verify that the above criteria have been met.

105 http://chpga.decc.gov.uk/

106 Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 27

107 http://www.ofgem.gov.uk/ndrhi -quidance

% Regul ations, Part 1, Regulation 2, definition of fclass 2 heat n
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Sustainability requirements

11.31 You must use fuels that meet (or are exempt from) the sustainability requirements to
meet your ongoing obligations and receive RHI payments. This applies to all existing
and new participants T even if you are already receiving RHI payments, you will need

to comply with these requirements.

11.32 If you have a CHP installation using solid biomass or bioga s with a capacity of 1IMWe
(NB. this is the electrical capacity, not the thermal capacity) or above, for which you
are receiving ROCs on the electricity output and which is compliant with the RO
sustainability requirements, you do not have to provide separa te sustainability
information under the RHI 1% Instead, participants must submit a declaration with each
quarterly period submission which states the RO sustainability requirements are being

met.

11.33 Those able to use this route of compliance are not required to provide an annual

sustainability audit report to the RHI as this is already a requirement under the RO.

11.34 If during any quarter, any consignment of fuel no longer meets the RO sustainability

criteria, the participant will be required to self -report to Ofgem RHI sustainability
requirements. Please refer to the Sustainability Self -Reporting Guidance for further
details.

11.35 If the annual sustainability audit report submitted to the RO finds that during the
previous year, any consignment of fuel used d id not meet the sustainability
requirements, this may result in RHI payments being affected, unless evidence can be
provided that demonstrates the consignment(s) in question met the RHI sustainability

requirements.

11.36 The EMS questionnaire that the participant previously submitted to the RO will be
requested at application stage. Participants can also choose to submit a specific RHI

FMS questionnaire.

109 The provision that sustainability information would not need to be provided each quarter came into force on
27 July
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11.37

11.38

11.39

Important information for

11.40

11.41

If paragraph 11.30 does not apply to you, then you must self -report against the

requirements (as per Table 1 in the Sustainability Self - Reporting Guidance ). If you have

a CHP installation, you cannot use the Biomass Supp liers List (BSL) or Sustainable Fuels
Register (SFR) to demonstrate compliance. Please refer to the Sustainability Self -
Reporting Guidance to understand the requirements for demonstrating compliance and

what your next steps should be.

The guidance givesf urtherinformation on the greenhouse gas (GHG) lifecycle emissions
and land criteria and what additional responsibilities you will have quarterly and

annually to demonstrate compliance.

Following reading those sections of the guidance, you will need to fi Il out a EMS
guestionnaire . This is a document which provides a template for agreeing your fuel
measurement processes and classifications with Ofgem to give bo th parties assurance
that you know how to report against the sustainability requirements going forward.

Please refertothe FEMS Guidance for advice on how to complete this.

Biogas and biogas CHP applicants using AD.

In line with sustainability requirements, any plant fuelled from a common gas line from
the Anaerobic Digestion tank will need to consider how they will derive the fuel to plant
component when calculating greenho use gas values. Note that plate efficiency is not an

acceptable method for determining plant efficiency.

All installations producing biogas from anaerobic digestion with a date of accreditation
on or after 22 May 2018 will be subject to feedstock requirements. Further information
on the feedstock requirements can be found i

chapter within this document and Volume 2.

n

t
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12. Regi stration for biomethane produ

Size eligible All sizes.
Preliminary accreditation? Yes.
Tariff Guarantee available? Yes, only for greater than or equal to 600kWth

Non - Tariff Guarantee
extension application No
available?

1 The existing regulatory framework external to Ofgem
must be adhered to at all times. No further RHI -
specific accreditation standards exist.

Summary of eligibility 1 Documents required to demonstrate that the

requirements biomethane produced meets, or is expected to meet,
all of the Health and Safety Executive requirements
on gas safety.

i Planning permis sion.

1 Equipment required to convert raw biogas into
biomethane suitable for injection (e.g. where
appropriate.

1 CO2 and oxygen removal, pressurisation equipment,
propanation, odorant equipment).

i Biogas production plant (see biogas chapter for list
of equipment).

Integral equipment usually
included in the definition of
6equi pment wused
bi omet haneo

I Equipment required to measure the energy cont ent
and volume of gas entering the network.
Equipment not 1 Any flaring equipment.
i Feedstock treatment and pre - processing equipment

Included in the definition of
equipment used to produce
bi omet haneo

(see biogas for list).
9 Digestate/char treatment equipment (see biogas for

list).
Fuel Measurement and Yes, for any CHP application made under the combustion
Sampling (FMS) unit provisions or self  -reporting against the sustainability
guestionnaire required? requirements

12.1 The NDRHI scheme will close to all new applications (including applications for
accreditation, preliminary accreditation, registration, preliminary registration,
additional capacity, additional biomethane and Tariff Guarantees (TG)) from midnight
at the en d of 31 March 2021, barring some exceptions. Please refer to Chapter 2 for

further information on the closure of the RHI.
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Biomethane as a developing technology

12.2  In this section we outline how biomethane producers can demonstrate they meet the
criteria set out in the Regulations. We will review all applications against these

legislative requirements.

Existing regulatory framework

12.3  There is an existing regulatory framework relating to the injection of biomethane into
the gas network. For exampl e, the Health and Safety Executive regulates the health
and safety aspects of the entry of gas on to the network. We also have a role as the
network regulator. All of these regulatory requirements should be adhered to
irrespective of any application for re gistration under the RHI. Registration under the

RHI should not be regarded as verifying compliance with any other piece of legislation.

Biomethane as a developing technology

12.4  Biomethane producers are treated differently to other participants in the RHI. This is
because the government has decided that the Regulations and standards currently in
place for biomethane injection are sufficient to ensure that the RHI requirements are
met and no further RHI - specific accreditation standards are necessary. As a result, the
Regul ations describe the process for biomethane pr ol

accreditation.

125 Bi omet hane i s defined i n t he Energy Act 2008 as
conveyance through pipes to premises in accordance with a license under section 7 of
the Gas Act 1986 (c.44)(gas transport license) 0 .

12.6  As biogas is derived from biomass, we therefore need assurance at the registration
stage that the biogas is derived from biomass and not some other source. This may
include, for exa mple, a description of where the feedstocks came from and what

processes the feedstocks have gone through.

127 For the gas to be considered O6suitable fodanceconveyal

with a gas t rlicemss)ptovitl hagertodnseet the hea Ith and safety criteria (as
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defined in the transporterds Safety Case), regul atec
and any consumer protection measures that have been agreed by our Networks Team

and / or industry (e.g. as laid out in the Uniform Network Code).

12.8  We will require documentation from the participant to demonstrate that the biomethane
produced meets, or is expected to meet, all of the Health and Safety Executive
requirements on gas safety. We will also require, where appropriate, evidence that any
consumer protection conditions (e.g. relating to the gross calorific value (GCV) of the
gas) have been met, in order for us to verify that the biomethane produced may be

considered o6suitable for conveyanceb.

12.9 There is a point at which biogas (which itself is the gas formed by the conversion of
biomass) becomes biomethane under the Regulations. This point is when the biogas
has met al | of the conditions required to be 6ésuit
biomethane production may involve add ing propane to the biogas in order to alter its
GCV or odorising or pressurising the biogas before it is suitable for conveyance. We
therefore consider that, where more than one entity is involved in producing the
biomethane from biogas (or, ultimately, fr om biomass), the person applying for the RHI
must have permission from all other parties involved. The biomethane declaration

template is available on our website.

12.10 The Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme Regulations 2018 (o6the 2018 Segul ati
(as amended by The Renewable Heat Incentive Scheme and Domestic Renewable Heat
Incentive Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2018)5 include a number of requirements
relevant to producers of biomethane for injection. Those requirements include that

applicants for registrat  ion must:

1 provide details of the process used to produce biomethane for
injection,

1 specify the biogas production plant to be used for the purpose of
registration,

I commission equipment used to produce biomethane and, at the
time of making their applicatio n, and

1 have commenced the injection of biomethane

12.11 In order to determine whether these requirements have been met, we will ask for the

following information to accompany the application for registration:

110 Regulations, Part 3, Regulation 32(2)(c)
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U0 A schematic diagram showing the process of biometha ne production from the

biogas plant(s), and the point of entry on to the network.

U Network Entry Agreement (NEA) and extracts of contracts with relevant third

parties relating to the agreement to convey the gas on to the pipeline network.

0 A declaration of the volume of biomethane in cubic met res you expect to produce

for injection in a typical year following any initial ramp up period in the first year).

(@) This estimate of your typical annual production is important, as it will

feed into the forecast data used in degression calculations.

(b)  We recognise that during the first year of production, the volume of
injection is likely to be lower than the following y ears due to the
performance of the plant being optimised at the start. It is important
that the estimate you provide reflects the typical expected injection per

year rather than the injection for this initial year.

(c)  The estimate must be for total biomethan e injected into the grid in a

year (inclusive of any additives such as propane).

(d) The estimate must be accurate to the best of your knowledge and belief.

U Evidence of appropriate consent from regulatory authorities e.g. planning

permission and environmenta | permits (where necessary).

U  Provide details of the process used to produce biomethane for injection.

U Evidence, at the time of submitting an application, that the applicant has

commenc ed the injection of biomethane.

U  Evidence of commissioning of equipment used to produce biomethane. We expect
applicants to provide the evidence necessary to demonstrate they have
completed the steps listed in (a 1 f). We may also ask for additional evidence in
some cases, including in relation to an y of the steps listed in the table in Appendix

4 of this document.
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(&)  Pressure and hydrostatic testing: Documentation showing all pipe work
has been pressure tested to correct pressure rating in line with
regulations and has been signed off. Documentation ma y include a

certificate which confirms the system is air -tight for gas lies.

(b)  Appropriate certification for site wide electrical circuits: A document
demonstrating electrical testing has been carried out on all equipment
used to produce biomethane (includi ng the biogas production plant) and

the plant has been electrically tested and is ready for commissioning.

(c) Complete site acceptance testing (SAT) package: Signed document that
demonstrates (i) all functionality and testing has been successfully
completed and (ii) all alarms have been tested successfully on all
equipment used to produce biomethane, irrespective of whether the
biogas production and upgrading/injection equipment are located on
separate sites. This document should also provide details of other
person(s) who installed and tested the programmable logic control (PLC)

and/or supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) monitoring

systems.
(d) Telemetry system: Documentation showing installation and full end -to-
end testing of the telemetry system i nstalled and commissioned for the

biomethane plant.

(e) Network Entry Agreement: A Network Entry Agreement with the local
Gas Network Operator confirming the biomethane and control system is

adequate for injection into the gas grid for distribution.

® Gas flow data: Input and output data of gas relating to the biogas
production plant, upgrading equipment and grid entry unit. For the
biogas production plant, this would include information about the
feedstock used and the gas produced via a naerobic digestion. For the
upgrading equipment, this will include gas inputs and resultant
biomethane and for the grid entry unit, this will include the quality and

quantity of the biomethane that is being injected into the grid.

U A completed biomethaned  eclaration form , which should include:
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(a) description of their biogas production plant including the size (i.e.
volumetric capacity) of the digesters, the number of tanks the biogas
production plant has and how much biogas you expect the production

plant to produce (standard cubic met res per hour).

(b) A timeline of the development of their biogas production plant including

the following dates:

A Date construction of the plant commenced
A Date construction of the plant ended

A Date of seeding

A Date biogas production commenced

A Date biomethane injection commenced

U  Photographic evidence of their biogas production plant and any ancillary

equipment (e.g. pasteurisation tanks, feed equipment etc.)

Transfer of registration

12.12 From 1 April 2021, the regulations permit a registered producer of biomethane for
injection to transfer their registration to a new producer who begin s to use the same
equipment to produce biomethane. Further information on the rules around the change

of producer of biomethane f or injection can be found in chapter 1 1 of Volume 2.

Assurance
12.13 In order to help ensure compliance with the scheme, we may periodically require

participants to provide an independent, third - party verification of their biomethane
production, to  confirm that the information provided to us is correct and that the

biomethane has come from renewable sources.

How to register

12.14 Biomethane producers should apply to register as a participant under the RHI,
preferably through the Ofgem RHI website, or vi a a paper application for registration.

We do not encourage using a paper application, as this may take significantly longer to
process.
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12.15 During the registration process, applicants will be asked if public funds have been or
will be received in respect of any of the equipment used to produce biomethane. If you
declare that a grant has been, or will be, received (whether or not you consider the
grant to be for any equipment used to produce biomethane) we may contact you for
further information. If you are in receipt of a grant please refer to Chapter 4, RHI

interaction with publicly funded grants, for further detail on your eligibility.

12.16 Participants have an ongoing obligation to notify us if any of the information provided
in support of their application for registration was incorrect. If we become aware at a
later date that the information provided at registration in relation to grants was
incorrect, we will consider taking enforcement action against the participant. Where we
find that incorrect information was provided intentionally with the purpose of defrauding
the scheme, our Counter Fraud team will investigate and where appropriate, will pass
information on to Action Fraud and the relevant police authority. This may lead to
criminal prosecution, in addit ion to suspension of payment and/or removal from the
scheme. Please see Volume 2, Chapter 1 5 for further information on our approach to
non -compliance within the scheme. We cannot register an applicant if it would mean

RHI support being paid to more than o ne participant for the same biomethane.

12.17 It will be a condition of registration that you must tell us within 28 days of any change
to your circumstances that may affect your registration. You may contact us with this
information, or, depending on the infor mation that has changed, amend your details in
your online account. If the new information you supply affects your registration we shall

notify you of our intended actions.

12.18 The date of registration for a producer of biomethane means the first day falling on or
after the date of receipt by us of a completed application, which we are satisfied is
contains all the required information. Assuming that you meet the requirements of the
RHI for biomethane producers, then the registration date for a postal applicat ion would

be the date that we received your completed, signed application.

A the date of registration

A your maximum initial capacity (this will specify the volume of
biomethane in cubic metres per quarterly period you are entitled
to supply for injection under your Network Entry Agreement. If you

are in doubt as to your maximum initial capacity you should
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contact the relevant system operator and seek evidence and
information in this respect.)

the applicable tariff rate for the biomethane injected

the process and timing for providing energy measurement data
details of the frequency and timetable for payments

the tariff lifetime and the tariff end date for the tariff payments

o o o o Io

the terms and conditions for your ongoing patrticipation in the

scheme.

12.19 Where a participant contracts with third parties in relation to the generation of
renewable heat or the production o f biomethane, it is the participal
ensure via contractual or other arrangements, that these parties also comply with any
relevant ongoing obligations under the RHI. The obligations which must be complied
with by the participant on beco ming accredited or registered remain those of the

participant rather than being transferred to the third party concerned.

Inspecting the plant

12.20 We have the right to inspect all plants involved in the biomethane production process
(from the biogas  production to the biomethane injection point) and we may wish to do
so as part of a pre  -registration check. It is your duty to ensure, where you do not own
all the plants involved, that you have the permission from all the other parties involved
to grant u s access to their sites. You will be required to submit a declaration to this
effect as part of registration. This declaration is included in the biomethane declaration

template found on the website.

Fuel measurement and sampling (FMS) questionnaire

12.21 Applicants will be asked to complete a FMS guestionnaire for biomethane producers to
inform Ofgem of how you will calculate the renewable proportion of the gas that is
injected, what meters are to be used at the facility and how the Gross Calorific Value
(GCV) and volume will be quantified accurately for the relevant reporting periods. For
further i nformation on the FMS questionnaire, pl ea

Measurement Sampl i*hg Guidanced

11 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications -and -updates/non -domestic -rhi -main -guidance
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12.22

12.23

12.24

12.25

12.26

12.27

As of 1 April 2021, participants combusting biogas produced by AD, or injectin g
biomethane produced from biogas made by AD will be able to use feedstock derived
from fossil fuel, as long as the contribution of the fossil fuel (that forms part of the

feeds tock) to the energy content of the biogas does not exceed 10%.

RHI payments will not be issued for any heat or biomethane derived from fossil fuel.
Where a participant uses feedstock derived from fossil fuel 112 ' the periodic support
payment calculated '3 must be reduced ona prorata basis to reflect the percentage of
the energy content of biogas from the fossil fuel component of the feedstock used by

the participant in the relevant quarterly period.

In cases where the contribution of the fo  ssil fuel to the energy content of the biogas is
below 10%, Ofgem will reduce the RHI payments in line with the percentage

contribution

Where the contribution of the fossil fuel to the energy content of the biogas exceeds

10%, Ofgem may take complianc e action (if relevant) to recover payments made in
relationto  biogas produced by fossil fuel . Itis important to note, as previously stated,

RHI payments will not be issued for any heat or biomethane derived from fossil fuel.

For f urther information on  feedstock derived from fossil fuel used in biogas installations

or by registered biomethane p roducers , please see Chapter 4 of Guidance Volume 2.

The propane measurement approach is also outlined in Volume 2, Chapter 1 3 of the

guidance.

We will agree an appropriate assurance regime with biomethane producers to allow us

to verify that agreed proc edures have been followed.

Metering volume

12.28

In your FMS questionnaire, you will be asked to provide information on the volume
meters used at the injection point to measure the volume of gas entering the network.
This information will include how many and what meters are being used at the injection

point, and what the opening meter readings are on the day the application for

11210 accordance with regulation 40A.
1131n accordance with regulation 66 or 73.
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registration is made. This may be included in the contractual or Network Entry

Agreement information detailed above.

12.29 Once registered, participants should use the volume meters th at are used for the
balancing and settlement and other industry transaction purposes for measurement of

volume in the RHI. These are detailed in the Uniform Network Code 114,

12.30 As with accredited biogas installations, either all of the heat used, or an approp riate
proportion, (e.g. from another renewable source, or from fossil fuel) to produce the
biogas which is subsequently converted to biomethane must be measured and
submitted to us each quarter, so that we can take account of it in the periodic support
calculation. Heat from the combustion of biogas, or waste heat from a biogas engine,
is not included in this because this gas has clearly not been transferred onto the grid,

and received RHI. Heat meters must meet the requirements outlined in Chapter 13.

12.31 Instead of deducting all of this heat from the final RHI payment calculation, a proportion

of the heat may be calculated. This proportion must be no less than:

xly

where :

x = the energy content of the biogas contained in the
biomethane.

y = energy content o f all of the biogas produced by

the biogas production plant.

12.32 If applicants would like to apportion, there must be robust calculations provided which
demonstrate an appropriate proportion, and evidence provided that any relevant
measurement devices are in place. There is no obligation to choose this option, and the

full deduction can be made instead.

Measuring GCV

12.33 The equipment used for measuring the GCV of the gas for regulatory purposes (which
Ofgem will need to agree and approve as part of its wider regulatory duties in the gas

market, for non -RHI purposes) should be used for calculating the weighted average

114 http://www.gasgove  rnance.co.uk/UNC
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GCV of the gas over the quarterly period for RHI purposes. This would be adjusted to

standard temperature and pressure.

12.34 Where a robust cumulative end -of-day energy quantity (in kWh) is available, such as
that determined for trading or shipping purposes, we ma y consider a case for this to be
an agreed source of quarterly periodic data to be submitted to Ofgem in order to support
calculations of RHI payments. We would expect the metering equipment to be robust,
to provide output which is available to the produce r, and for arrangements to be in
place to ensure Ofgem would have access to the meter output for audit purposes. Upon
accepting such a case, we would expect quarterly submissions to include a breakdown

of daily GCV and volume quantities for RHI purposes.

12.35 Where biomethane producers propose to blend their biomethane with natural gas prior
to injection, we will review the measurement requirements outlined in the Network

Entry Agreement to ensure that the measurement will be accurate.

12.36 Biomethane producers mus t deduct any heat used in the production of the biogas at
the plant (where this has come from an external source, such as renewable or fossil

fuel gas). Further details of this can be found in Volume 2 of the guidance.

Additional biomethane capacity

12.37 Additional biomethane capacity is any capacity above that specified by us as your
maximum initial capacity. If your original application for registration was submitted on
or after 28 May 2014 but before midnight 31 March 2021 you can apply for additional
biom ethane capacity. However, please note that the scheme will be closed to
applications for additional biomethane capacity from midnight at the end of 31 March
2021. Please refer to Chapter 10 Volume. 2 for more information which explains the

requirements and  how to apply for additional biomethane capacity.

Preliminary registration

12.38 If you have not yet started injecting into the grid, you can apply for preliminary
registration before midnight end of 31 March 2021. However, any applicant who has
been granted a preliminary registration must commission and submit a properly made

full application for registration before midnight at the end of 31 March 2021.
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12.39 Atthe application stage for preliminary registration, alongside the re quirements set out
in Schedule 2 of the Regulations (2017), you will be required to inform us of the

following:

A expected date of injection

A expected volume in cubic meteres you expect to inject annually
(in a typical year following any initial ramp up peri od in the first
year, see paragraph 12.13 for further explanation).

A the expected maximum initial capacity

12.40 You will need to obtain and submit a valid Connection Agreement from your pipeline

operator.

Sustainability requirements

12.41 You must use feedstocks that meet (or are exempt from) the sustainability
requirements to meet your ongoing obligations and receive RHI payments. This applies
to all existing and new participants T even if you are already receiving RHI payments,

you will need to comply with these requirements.

12.42 Biomethane producers must self -report against the requirements (as per Table 1 in the
Sustainability Self -Reporting Guidance 5). Please refer to the Sustainability Self -
Reporting Guidance to understand the requirements for demons trating compliance and
what your next steps should be. All biomethane producers registered under the RHI will
be required to produce and submit annual sustainability audit reports. Further
information on this ongoing obligation, including what the report m ust cover and the
deadline for submitting reports, can be found in the Non -Domestic RHI Sustainability

Audit Guidance for Participants and Auditors.

12.43 The guidance gives further information on the greenhouse gas (GHG) lifecycle emissions
and land criteria a nd what additional responsibilities you will have quarterly and

annually to demonstrate this compliance.

15 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/system/files/docs/2018/05/sustainability_self -reporting_guidance.pdf
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12.44 Following reading those sections of the guidance, you will need to fill out an FMS
questionnaire ¢, This document provides a template for agreeing you r fuel
measurement processes and classifications with Ofgem to give both parties assurance
that you know how to report against the sustainability requirements going forward.

Please refer to the FMS Guidance 7 for advice on how to complete this.

NDRHIand RTFO

12.45 From the 1 April 2021, biomethane producers will be able to claim RHI support for all
of the eligible biomethane or a proportion of the eligible biomethane they inject in a
quarterly period 8. This is intended to provide a greater degree of flexibility to those
who wish to participate in both the NDRHI scheme and t he Department for Tr

(Df T6s) Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation (RTFO).

12.46 Whilst dual participation on the RTFO Scheme and NDRHI scheme is s upported under
the NDRHI regulations, Ofgem m ay not make a periodic support payment in respect of
any proportion of biomethane injected in a quarterly period where a Renewable
Transport Fuel Certificate (RTFC) has been issued under the Renewable Transport Fuel
Obligations Order 2007 %% for th at proportion of biomethane . We will be working with

participants and industry to determine how this will be verified.

12.47 For further information about participation on the NDRHI and the RTFO, please refer to
Chapter 1 3 of Guidance Volume 2.

116 hitp://www.ofgem.gov.uk/ndrhi -guidance
17 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications -and -updates/non -domestic -rhi -main -guidance
U8 prior to 1 April, biomethane producers could only choose whether to claim RHI support for all or none of the

eligible biomethane injected in a quarterly period.
11931, 2007/3072, amended by S.I. 2011/493, 2011/534, 2011/2937, 2013/816 and 2018/374.
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13. Metering eligibility requirements

This chapter sets out:

1 the types of meters that are allowed for the Non -Domestic RHI, and the
technical requirements they must meet

71 the information on meters and metering arrangements which we will be
asking for during the accreditation process

1 where meters should be positioned relative to the installation and heat uses,
to ensure that measurements are relevant and accurate and that only eligible
heat is claimed for, and

1 requirements for meters in use for RHI purposes

Introduction

13.1 In accordance with the Regulations, participants may only claim RHI support on eligible
heat that is delivered by any heat -conveying liquid or steam . If heat is delivered from
other sources, such as direct air heating, this is not eligible for RHI support. All eligible
installations will therefore need one or more heat or steam meters to correctly measure

the amount of renewable heat that is eligible for RHI support.

13.2  Additional information for the metering requirements for biomethane plants is provided
in Chapter 12. For installations with a capacity of 45kWth and below, the MCS
installation company should be able to advise participants on how to comply with the

techni cal metering requirements set out below (as applicable).

13.3 This chapter contains information that is necessarily technical. The associated RHI
gui dance document O0Metering Placement Exampl esd pr
metering requirements set out in this chapter could apply in certain situations. This is
intended to assist with understanding of how technical requirements could apply in
practice. These are illustrative examples only , and are not intended to be an exhaustive
list of all possible system con figurations. However, for each application for RHI support,
we will apply the principles described in this chapter when assessing whether the

metering arrangements for that heating system meet the RHI eligibility requirements.

13.4  Details of how to provide on going meter readings to us are provided in Volume 2,

Chapter 3 of the Guidance. Ongoing meter readings are required so that we can

125



Non-Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive

calculate periodic payments. The ongoing obligations participants need to meet with

respect to maintaining their meters can b e found in Volume 2, Chapter 7.

135 For the purposes of this guidance we refer to Oheat
transferred by any liquid, typically hot water or water and a mixture of other agents
(such as ethylene glycol). Steam meters are cover ed separately i n t he
measuring equi pment (steam meters)d section bel ow.
are referenced in this chapter, it is assumed they meet the requirements set out in the

Regulations.

13.6  Please note that from midnight at end of 31 Mar ch 2021, the Non Domestic Renewable
Heat Incentive will be closed to all new applications for accreditation, preliminary
accreditation, registration and preliminary registration of biomethane producers,
additional RHI capacity and additional biomethane. PI ease refer to chapter 2 for further

information on the closure of the RHI.

Heat meters

What standard of heat meter is permissible for the RHI?

13.7 Where renewable heat is delivered by a heat conveying liquid, the Regulations require
that all heat metersu  sed for RHI purposes comply with Class 2 accuracy requirements,

which means they:

A comply with the relevant requirements set out in Annex | to the

2004 Measuring Instruments Directive (MID) 120 (2004/22/EC)

A comply with the specific requirements listed in Annex Ml -004 of
the MID

A fall within accuracy Class 2 as defined in Annex Ml -004 121,

13.8 There is an exception to this requirement for certain transitional CHP systems, please

see Chapter 11 for further details.

120 hitp://www.bis.gov.uk/assets/bispartners/nmo/docs/legislation/legislation/mid/measuring -instruments -
directive -text - from -oj.pdf
22 Regul ations, Part 1, Regulation 2, definition of déclass 2 heat
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13.9

13.10

13.11

13.12

The MID sets out the requirements for a number of measu ring instruments used for
trade 22 MID covers meters used to measure heat by heat conveying liquids, such as

hot water, in a heat exchange circuit. MID requirements in Annex | include allowable

errors (accuracy classes), durability, resistanc e to disturbances, and inscriptions and
markings that may need to be fixed to the meter. It also sets out what information

must be provided by the manufacturer for installation, operation and maintenance of

the meter. For further information about the MID, please see the National Measurement

Office website 123,

It will be a condition of accreditation that the heat meter(s) for your installation must

not in any way be tampered with to affect the meter readings of the installation.

MID provides requirements f or different accuracy classes of heat meter. The
government has concluded that a minimum of Class 2 requirements are applicable for

the RHI 24, as set out in the Regulations 125

To comply with the specific requirements in Annex Ml -004 of the MID, all heat meters

used for RHI purposes must comprise:

A aflow sensor (or meter) - a meter which determines the volume

of fluid which has passed through a pipe within a given time period

A a matched pair of temperature sensors two temperature sensors
that are cal ibrated together as a pair to make sure the
temperature difference between the input and output of the
system is measured to the stated accuracy level. For all types of
temperature sensors, we must be assured that they meet the RHI
requirements. See 13.17 for information regarding externally

mounted (strap -on) temperature sensors.

A a calculator/digital integrator (though in some systems a Building
Management System may take the place of the integrator) T a

device which uses the information provided by the flow meter and

122 nhttp://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/legal -metrology -and - prepack/documents/europ
standards/index_en.htm

123 hittps://www.gov.uk/guidance/mid -approved -gas-and -electricity -meters

124 Meters that fall within accuracy class 1 as defined in Annex MI -004 of the MID and meet the other
appropriate eligibility requirements are also appropriate for RHI purposes (as these requirements are stricter
than those for Class 2).

125 See for example, RHI Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 23.
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the matched pair of temperature sensors to calculate the heat

energy being transferred.

13.13 These above -listed components can be purchased together as an integrated meter.
Alternatively, individual components, or sub -assemblies, can be brought together as a
heat metering system. Where individual components are brought together as a heat
metering system, the applicant must ensure that individual components are compatible.

For example, a manufacturer of a calculator/digital integrator will advise on
compatibility requirements for differing designs or sources of flow sensor and/or

temperature sensors that meet the requirements set out above.

13.14 A heat meter comprising individual components which all meet or exceed Class 2
requirements (i.e. Class 1) w ould be accepted as meeting the requirements of a Class
2 meter (outlined above). However, if any component of the heat meter does not meet
the Class 2 requirements, (e.g. the flow meter only meets the less accurate Class 3

requirements), the Class 2 requi rements set out in the Regulations are not met.

13.15 Participants must ensure that any Class 2 heat meter used for RHI purposes is designed
(and appropriately calibrated and properly installed) for the heat -conveying liquid used

by the heating system.

13.16 We have consulted on the eligibility of heat meters with strap -on temperature sensors
on the Non -Domestic RHI scheme. Following the consultation, and an independent

report from the Na  tional Measurement Office (NMO) %6 we have not received evidence

which satisfies us that meters with strap -on temperature sensors would meet the
requirements for the Non  -Domestic RHI scheme. Meters with strap -on temperature
sensors will not therefore be considered eligible unless we receive evidence that
demonstrates they do meet the requirements as identified in our response document 127,

13.17 We have also investigated the eligibility of 1ISO 4064:2014 and MID Ml -001 water
meters in the Great Britain (6GB6) and Northern
remains in line with what was set out in our 31 May 2019 open letter 128

126 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/ofgem - publications/90820/nmoreportfinalversion.pdf
127 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications -and -updates/decision -eligibility -strap -temperature -sensors -non -

domestic - renewable -heat -incentive -scheme
128 hitps:/lwww.ofgem.gov.uk/system/files/docs/2019/10/response_to_the_open_letter_on_eligibility _of water
meters_0.pdf
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13.18 Taking on board the feedback we received in response to the open letter, and having
conducted further analysis, we have decided to implement the following approach

(please refertot he follow -up to our open letter ~ 12%):

A With respect to applications for accreditation that are submitted
on or after 18 October 2019, no installations using affected meters
will be able to receive accreditation. To receive accreditation,
affected meters will either need to be replaced, or evi dence will
need to be provided with the application clearly showing that the

meter is compliant.

A With respect to installations using affected meters that are already
accredited, or for which applications were submitted on or before
17 October 2019, we re  main of the view that participants should
replace their affected meters as soon as possible. However, we will
only enforce this when affected meters fall to be replaced due to
normal operation and maintenance as required by the GB and NI
Regulations. At th is time, the participant must replace the meter

with one which can be shown to be compliant.

13.19 If the affected meters are not replaced upon the earlier of (i) the meter requiring
replacement in order to ensure that it is continuously operating and properly
maintained, and (ii) when re -calibration is required, then we may take compliance

action under the relevant Regulations.

13.20 As a participant, should you replace a heat meter, you should ensure you discuss what
type of meter you will be changing to with whome ver you intend to replace the heat
meter. Detailed guidance on identifying meters that meet the scheme requirements can

be found in the report published by The National Measurements Office 130,

What information must be supplied when applying for accreditation?

13.21 There are a number of routes for demonstrating that an integrated heat meter meets
the eligibility requirements. As part of the RHI accreditation process, we will ask for

evidence to demonstrate that the meter meets the Class 2 requirements , Which may

129 hitps://lwww.ofgem.gov.uk/system/files/docs/2019/10/response_to_the open_letter_on_eligibility of water
meters_0.pdf
130 https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/national -measurement - office
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be provided in all or any of four different ways. This information will be required for
each model of integrated meter used for RHI purposes, as participants must
demonstrate that all parts of the meter meet the requirements (including serial n umber

and manufacturersodé detail s).

13.22 The most straightforward method to demonstrate that the meter used for RHI purposes
meets the eligibility requirements is to provide evidence that the meter (or sub -
assemblies) are compliant with MID Ml -004 conformity as sessment procedures. A

digital photograph of the meter showing meter design details, its serial number and

di splay of its O6M6 and O6CE®6 markings and approval

Alternatively, a copy of a declaration of conformity could be used.

13.23 We will also accept other methods of demonstrating compliance with Class 2

requirements. The alternative options are:

A A (pre -MID) 13! EEC type approval certificate showing compliance
with Class 2 accuracy requirements, or a digital photograph with
the meter showing the EEC approval markings and verification
seals affixed to it.

A A certificate from an independent test house accredited to 1ISO
17025 (heat meters) demonstrating compliance against the
applicable European Standard (EN 1434: 2007 Parts 4 and 5) for
Class 2 heat meters.

A An International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) Class 2

Heat Meter Certificate of Conformity.

13.24 Where the meter components are purchased separately, we will ask for evidence that

each component meets the requirements.
13.25 As part of the accreditation process, we will also ask for:
1T each heat meterds manufacturer and model

are purchased separately, the manufacturer and model of the flow

sensor and digital integrator;

131 MID was implemented in GB on 30 October 2006. There is a 10 year transitional period for existing (pre -
MID) approvals to continue to be manufactured and placed on the market.
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T each heat me tnambérsr, wherethe @admponents of the meter
are purchased separately, the serial number of the flow meter

component and digital integrator;

T a brief description of each meter, e. g. Omeas.L
bi omass boilerd or 6meassureo hhédti cleeibh @ ckwp all il o
it to be identified on the systemds schemati c

i nformation about the schematic diagram, please

di agrambé bel ow) ;

1 ameter reading for each meter, and the date on which that reading was

taken; and

T the applicantés confirmation that all/l meters w
manufactur er 6s ¥ (imduting wamytinistallation requirements
required as part of the MID conformity assessment or other EEC, EN
1434 or OIML testing certificates , as appropriate) and that the metering
system is appropriate for the measurement function (e.g. the possible
flow rates of the fluid being measured fall between the maximum and
minimum flow rate calibration range of the flow sensor or the
temperature sens ors are designed to measure the possible temperature

range of the liquids) and was appropriately calibrated prior to use.

13.26 We may request a copy of the MID EC -type or design examination certificate or other
EEC, EN 1434 or OIML testing certificates, where appropriate, for any heat meter used
for RHI purposes. Where the components of the heat meter are purchased separately,
the manufacturer and model of the temperature sensors and calculator/digital
integrator, and the serial humber of the calculator/digital integrator may also be

requested.

13.27 It is a requirement that all heat meters are positioned to provide accurate

measurements and we may request supporting evidence to demonstrate this.

13.28 Al | | arge (01 MWt h) installations and install atio
arrangement that deliver heat by hot liquid will be required to provide an independent

report that verifies the metering arrangements in place as part of the accreditation

182 This requirement is deemed to be met if the meter is installed in such a manner that Ofgem is satisfied
there would be no material difference in periodic support payments as a result of the meter not being installed
in |line with masructomsct urer ds i n
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proce ss. This will provide further information about the heat meters and the heating

system, allowing us to verify that all the relevant eligibility criteria have been met.

Pl ease see the 6l ndependent report on metering arra
chapter for further details of this report. This section will help you understand whether

you need to provide an IRMA and if so where to find the template of the report 133 on

the RHI website.

13.29 Insome systems, the composition of the heat conveying liquid could vary over time.
This may include some heating systems where a mixture (such as a water/ethylene
glycol mix) will be topped up using liquid of a different composition (such as water). In
these circumstances, the applicant must demonstrate that the meters i nstalled will
always meet the general eligibility conditions. We will want to see any procedures in
place to monitor and control the concentration of the heat conveying liquid and the
regime for re -calibrating the meters when it is necessary to compensate for changes to

heat transfer liquid composition.

Steam measuring equipment

What standard of steam meter is permissible for the RHI?

13.30 Where renewable heat is delivered by steam, the Regulations set out the requirements
for 6st eaunng neeqausi p ment 6 (st éASeanmmdteesr used for RHI
purposes must have, as a minimum, the following components continuously measuring
the steam properties and calculating the cumulative steam energy that has passed

through the measuring system as shown o n the systembs schematic diagr

A a flow meter i which determines how much fluid (steam) has
passed through a pipe over a given time period
A a pressure sensor i to measure the pressure of steam flowing

through the pipe

A atemperature sensor i to measure the temperature of steam
flowing through the pipe
A a calculator/digital integrator T which uses the information

provided by the flow meter, temperature and pressure sensors

133 www.ofgem.gov.uk/rhi
¥ Regulations, Part 1, Regulation 2, definition of fAisteam measurin
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to calculate the cumulative heat energy transferred through the

pipe.

13.31 These components can be purchased together as an integrated meter or purchased

separately.

13.32 The Regulations also require that all steam meters are capable of displaying the
measured steam pressure and temperature, and the current mass flow rate and
cumulative ma ss of steam which has passed through it since it was installed. To
accommodate cases where cumulative readings may be reset during the calibration
process, we will consider this to also include steam meters capable of displaying the
measured steam pressure and temperature, and the current mass flow rate and
cumulative mass of steam, which has passed through it since it was installed or

calibrated.

13.33 It is a requirement that all steam meters are positioned to provide accurate

measurements and we request suppo rting evidence to demonstrate this.

13.34 We expect you to install steam measuring equipment that is capable of delivering the
levels of reliability and accuracy associated with accepted industry good practice. Where
available, compliance with International, Eu ropean or British Standards including ISO
5167 (orifice plates) is likely to be indicative of good practice, as is the use of
methodologies provided in the Carbon Trust Good Practice Guide 018 or the CHPQA
guidance notes (CHPQA guidance) %,

What informat ion about steam meters is required when applying for
accreditation?

13.35 As part of the accreditation process, we will ask for:

A each steam meter6s manufacturer and mo d e |
components are purchased separately, the manufacturer and
model of the flow  meter component and digital integrator;

A each steam meterdés serial number or, wher e
the meter are purchased separately, the serial number of the flow

meter component and digital integrator;

135 hitp://chpga.decc.gov.uk/guidance -notes/
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A the date of the most recent calibration of the steam meter;

A a brief description of each meter, e.g. Omeast
by bi omass boil erd or Omeasur es steam bein
sterilisation process6 allowing it to be iden
diagram (for further information about the schematic diagram,

pl ease see the 6Schematic diagramd section bel

A a meter reading for each meter, and the date on which that
reading was taken; and

A confirmation that all meters were installed in line with
manufactur er 6s % and where appromriate, that the
metering system is appropriate for the measurement function
(such as the flow rate and the calibration range of the temperature

and pressure sensors) and calibrated prior to use 137,

13.36 The most recent calibration dates and th e manufacturer and model of the
calculator/digital integrator, temperature and pressure sensors should always be

available upon request.

13.37 All installations that deliver heat by steam will be required to provide an independent
report that verifies the meter ing arrangements in place as part of the accreditation
process. This will provide further information about the steam meters and the heating
system, allowing us to confirm that all the relevant eligibility criteria have been met.
Pl ease see secntdieonnt Olempdoerpte on metering arrangements

details of this report.

Meter placement and numbers of meters: all installations

General Metering Requirements

13.38 This section covers how many meters you will need and where they should be located,

in order to comply with the Regulations.

136 This requirement is deemed to be met if the meter is installed in such a manner that Ofgem is satisfied

there would be no material difference in periodic support payments as a result of the meter not being instal led
in line with manufacturerds instructions.

137 Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 28(2)
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13.39 The Regulations require all eligible installations to have a minimum of one Class 2 heat
meter installed to enable fAthe kWhth of heat gener a
eligible purposes to be determ i n el? oThis is referred to as the eligible heat output
(EHO). Where the heat is delivered by steam, steam measuring equipment and Class 2
heat meters to measure condensate returning to the plant as may be necessary will be

required.

13.40 The Regulations spec ify that necessary meters and/or steam measuring equipment
must be positioned to provide accurate measurements to be eligible for accreditation
under the RHI ¥°. Where your meters are positioned will determine the number of
6quantitiesd ( seeAppehdx 1®t afallsdefiniton) torbe measured, in

order to determine the EHO for RHI payment purposes.

1341 The number of équantitiesd required to calculate t
categorise an installation as using a standard or multiple meteri ng arrangement for RHI
payment purposes. These terms are used to determine the relevant RHI payment
calculation as set out in volume 2, chapter 6. The

explained in more detail in the subsequent sections.

13.42 In specific cir cumstances, the Regulations allow applicants to disregard heat loss from
external piping, or to submit heat loss calculations in place of installing additional
meters 4. Applicants who wish to do either of these must complete a Heat Loss
Assessment (HLA).

What is a Heat Loss Assessment (HLA) and how does it work?

13.43 The HLA is a spreadsheet - based tool available from the Ofgem website. It helps to
assist with calculations to determine whether heat losses from external pipework may
be disregarded, and/or whe ther a heat loss calculation can be submitted in place of

installing additional heat meters for one of the following reasons:

A physical constraints i it is not reasonably practical to install a heat

met er or steam measuring equipment 41

138 Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 23

139 Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 23 and Part 7, Regulation 75
140 Regulations, Part 2, chapter 3, Reg ulation 23(3) and 75 (4) and (5)
141 Regulations, Part 7, Regulation 75(5)(a).
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A reasons of safety i itis not safe to install the heat meter in the

required position

A environmental conditions T the environment in which the meter is

positioned might affect its readings

A metering would provide less accurate resul ts than a heat loss

calculation 142

A it is financially overly burdensome to install additional meters.
From collaboration with industry, we have taken this to be where

the cost of installing any additional required heat meters would be

more than 5% of the total plant installation costs, or gr eater than
£50,000 3

A ineligible heatlosses i where the associated annual heat loss from
external pipework would equate to less than £100 in R HI periodic

support payments 144

13.44 External pipework located underground can be considere d as being Opropel
insula t e avhere it can be demonstrated that the pipework has been insulated in
accordance with BS EN 253 (2009); BS EN 15632:2 or 3 (2010); BS EN 15632:4
(2009); or BS EN 15698:1 (2009). Possible methods of demonstrating this are as

follows:

A Provide atest certificate confirming that your make and model of
pipework has been insulated in accordance with one of the above

standards

A Provide a photo that shows a stamp on your pipework indicating
insulation has been in accordance with one of the above standards

(if accessible)

Other forms of evidence may be submitted which Ofgem will assess on a case -by-case

basis

142 Regulations, Part 7, Regulation 75 (5)(b).
143 Regulations, Part 7, Regulation 75 (5)(c).
144 Regulations, Part 7, Regulation 75 (5)(d).
145 Regulations, Part 1, Regulation 2, definit ion of fdAproperly insulatedo.
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1345 External pipework | ocated above ground can be consic
where it can be demonstrated that the maximum permis sible heat losses outlined in
British Standard BS5422:2009 “are not exceeded. The O6above groun
will determine whether an individual pipe length meets this regulatory definition. This
tab should be completed for each external pipe length | ocated above ground regardless

of whether the individual length is greater or less than 10m.

13.46 If the definition of properly insulated has been met, the associated heat loss can be

disregarded in the following circumstances:

A for each individual external pi pe |l ength that is O6properly in:¢
and 10m or less in length, and/or

A where the annual average heat loss in kWhth from all external pipe

l engths that are Oproperly insulatedé and gr
length is less than 3% of the projected annual output of the plant
in kWhth.

13.47 Where the annual average heat loss in kWhth from all external pipe lengths that are
properly insulated and greater than 10m in length is 3% or greater of the projected
annual output of the plant in kWhth, the associated heat loss ca nnot be disregarded. In

this case there are two options:

A install additional heat meters as required
A complete a Heat Loss Calculation for all external pipe lengths that

are O6properly insulatedd and greater than 10m

13.48 Forexternalpipe | engt hs that are 6éproperly insulatedd and
a Heat Loss Calculation will always be accepted regardless of the total value of the

losses, however these losses will be deducted from periodic support payments.

Proxy measurements

13.49 Where installations have additional back up gas or electricity boilers supplementing the

RHI eligible heat output from the plant, the Regulations allow the relevant gas or

4 BS 5422:2009: 6Method for Specifying Thermal Insulating Materi al
Equipment Operating within the Temperature Range -400C to +7000CO
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electricity meter to be installed to measure this fuel consumption 147 A calculation m ay
then be performed to work out the associated heat produced (kWhth) based on an
assumption that 100% of the fuel is converted into heat. This figure may then be used

as part of determining the eligible heat output quantity at each quarterly periodic data

submission.

13.50 The gas or electricity meter readings must also be submitted on a quarterly basis.

Defining standard and multiple metering arrangen

1351 The Regul ations require meters to be i nprantaliched so o6t
is used for el iy can beemegsured.pesefestd this as the eligible heat
output (EHO), which is used as the basis for calculating RHI payments. For metering
purposes it is implicit in this regulatory definition that the EHO shoul d be calculated

using either (i) or (ii) detailed below:

U 6Standardd metering: one quantity is required to |

This one gquantity must equate to one of the following:

o the Heat Generated by Eligible Installation (kwhth) [HGBI] where
there are NO ineligible heat uses

o0 the Heat Used for Eligible Purposes (kwhth) [HUEP] where there
is NO ineligible heat generation plant which may contribute to the

output measured by any RHI - relevant heat meter.

The RHI payment calculation = Tariff x EHO. This means that for standard systems, where

one quantity is being measured, the RHI payment formulae will be either:

A Standard 1 = Tariff x HGBI; or
A Standard 2 = Tariff x HUEP

0  Multiple metering: two or more quantities are required to be measured
and then combined as follows to calculate the EHO from the installation.

These quantities must include both of the following:

147 Regulations, Part 5, Regulation 75 (6)(a) & (b)
148 Regulations, Part 2, Regulation 23
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o the Heat Generated by Eligible Installation (kwWhth) [HGBI], which
means one or more meters placed at the eligible install ation
0 the Heat Used for Eligible Purposes (kwhth) [HUEP], which means

one or more meters placed at the eligible heat use.

You must also have an additional meter or meters to enable eith er one of the following to

be calculated 4°:

1 the Total Heat Generated by all the plants supplying heat to the
heating system (kWhth) [THG], which means meters at all points of
heat generation or

i the Total Heat Used (kWhth) [THU], which means meters at all

points of heat use on the installation.

The RHI payment calculation = Tariff x EHO. For systems using a multiple metering
arrangement, where two or more quantities are being measured, the RHI payment

formulas will be either:

A Multiple 1 = Tariff x [(Eligible Heat Use) x (Eligible Heat
Generation)/ (Total Heat Generated by a Il plants (kWhth)
[THG])] or

A Multiple 2 = Tariff x [(Eligible Heat Generation) x (Eligible Heat
Use)/ (Total Heat Use)]

1352 Refer to the RHI guidance document, OMetering Pl acer
schematics to assist in working out whether your system uses a standard or multiple

metering arrangement for RHI payment purposes.

13.53 To work out what your metering options are, see the guidance document

6Under snangour metering®requirements?o

What is a heat loss calculation and how do | compl ete one?

149 The applicant can choose which of these needs to be metered for RHI payment purposes. It will most likely
depend upon physical accessibility for meter installation and additionally the number of individual points of

heat generation or heat use requir ed to be metered and thus the minimum number of required meters. See the
6Tariffs and Periodic Support Payments?®o

150 hitps://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publicati ons -and -updates/understanding __-your -metering -requirements
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13.54 If heat loss from external pipework cannot be disregarded but you feel that it would be
overly burdensome to install one or more additional heat meters, you can make a case
to submit a heat loss calculation. A heat loss calculation may also be s ubmitted if you
have external storage tanks for which associated heat losses need to be accounted for.
A heat loss calculation generates a quarterly heat loss figure (QHLF) for your
install ati on. The QHLF is the O0Annual yMoueandhge Heat
rounded to the nearest kWhth. It will be deducted from your quarterly periodic support

payments.

13.55 Completing a heat loss calculation in place of additional metering can only be accepted
for the reasons outlined aboveAsseassménh(dLA)Gaddhant i s a He
does it work?06 section. I n addition, a mini mum of o
always need to be installed. For steam systems, applicants need to install the minimum
number of Class 2 heat meters necessary to measure any cond ensate returning to the

plant.

13.56 For guidance on how to complete a HLA and HLC, please see the Heat Loss Assessment

User Guide available on the Ofgem website.

1357 You will also need to include any required supportin
Checklist 8 t ab. This information and evi dewn-casebasisl | be r e
by us.

Is it mandatory to use the Ofgem automatic heat loss calculator?

1358 The Regul ations define a heat l oss calcul ationd a:
carried out in accordance with the 2007 CIBSE (Chartered Institute of Building Services

Engineers). Guidance Document C T reference data. The preferred method for
performing a heat | oss calculation is to use the O0a
the HLA. These calculator spreadsheets haves been created by us in line with the

definition of a 6édheat | oss calculationd as descri be

experts and has been reviewed by industry peers.
13.59 If you choose not to use our automatic heat loss cal culator you should perform your

own bespoke calculation based upon CIBSE Guide C heat loss calculation methodology.

It is essential that this be a robust and verifiable calculation.
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13.60 For further information on completing the heat loss assessment or submitt ing the case
for a heat loss calculation please see the Renewable Heat Incentive Heat Loss

Assessment User Guide on our website 151

Meter placement for installations where the heat transfer medium is a
liquid (i.e. not steam)

13.61 This section describes the m  eter placement requirements for heating systems where

the heat transfer medium is a | iquid. For st eam, p |
pl acement for installations where the heat transfer
13.62 Forinstallations where the heat transfer medium is a liquid, heat meters will be required

to directly measure some of four possible O6quantiti

the installation forms part (6the heating systemo6).

13.63 For standard metering arrangements one of either of the fo llowing and for multiple

metering arrangements both of the following is required:

A heat generated by the eligible installation, prior to any common
piping or vessels

A heat used for eligible purposes by the heating system 152 This must
notinclude any heatthatis used for ineligible purposes. (Examples

of ineligible purposes are given in chapter 6,

And, for multiple metering arrangements only, one of either:

A total heat generated by all plants supplying hot liquid to the
heating system ( this applies to all plants, whether they are eligible
for the RHI or not)

A total heat used [THU] on the system for eligible and ineligible
purposes (kWhth) for all purposes by the heating system (this

applies to all heat uses whether they are eligible or in eligible).

151 www.ofgem.gov.uk/RHI
152 Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 23(2)
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13.64 For all four quantities listed above, the flow meter component of the heat meter should

be installed in the pipe as indicated by the manufacturer, and located on either:

A the return pipe directly leaving the eligible purpose/ ineligible
purpose or entering the installation/heat generating plant(s); or
A the flow pip 5% directly leaving the installation/neat generating

plant(s) or entering the eligible purpose/ineligible purpose.
13.65 The temperature sensors must be placed so that they measure:

A the temperature of the liquid as it leaves the installation/heat
generating plant(s) or enters the eligible purpose/ineligible
purpose

A the temperature of the liquid leaving the eligible purpose/ineligible

purpose or returning to the installation /heat generating plant(s).

13.66 For specific examples of the above please refer to the flow charts in the RHI guidance

document , 6Metering Pl acement Exampl es b, whi ch wi
schematic.

Meter placement for installations where the heat t ransfer medium is

steam

13.67 All steam meters used for RHI purposes must meet the technical requirements set out

in the 6Steam measuring equi pment (steam meters)oé s
1368 Depending on whet her t he install ati onmetariege s 6stan

arrangements, steam meters will need to be positioned to measure one or a

combination of the following 6quantitiesbo:

A heat generated in the form of steam by the eligible installation

A heat in the form of steam used for eligible purposes by the hea ting

system. This will require:

153 The pipe carrying the hot water flow leaving an installation or heat use is ¢ ommonly referred to as the flow
pipe.
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A asteam meter to measure the energy in the form of steam
that is delivered to the eligible purpose, and
A heat meters or steam meters positioned to measure heat
which is returned from the eligible purpose in the form of
conden sate, low press ure steam, oratwo - phase flow ' of

condensate and steam 155,

A total heat generated in the form of steam by all plants supplying

heat to the heating system

A total heat in the form of steam used by the heating system for

both eligible and  ineligible uses. This will require:

A asteam meter to measure the energy in the form of steam
that is delivered to the eligible and/or ineligible purpose

A heat meters or steam meters positioned to measure heat
which is returned from the eligible purpose in the form of
condensate, low press ure steam, oratwo - phase flow % of

condensate and steam 157,

13.69 If the feedwater temperature for all plants is the same, the energy in the hot water
delivered to the eligible installation and any ineligible plant(s) does not need to be

metered (see example D.6 in the Metering Placement Examples document) 158,

13.70 The energy in the hot water delivered to the eligible installation and any ineligible plant
or plants will need to be metered if the feedwater temperature for all plan ts differs. For
an illustration of how the metering arrangements in this situation might look, please

refer to Example D.7 in the Metering Placement Examples document.

154 A two -phase flow is one in which two phases flow simultaneously 1 in this case, the two phases are gas
(steam) and liquid (water)

1% Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 23(2)(b)

1% A two -phase flow is one in whi  ch two phases flow simultaneously 1 in this case, the two phases are gas
(steam) and liquid (water)

157 Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 23(2)(b)

% For an installation using 6combinedd metering for RHI payment
eligible installation and the total heat generated by all plants that deliver heat to the heating system only

appear in the tariff calculation formula as a ratio, the enthalpy difference between the steam and the feedwater
cancels out in the tariff calcul ation formula. For further details of this formula, please see chapter 5 RHI
Guidance volume 2.

143



Non-Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive

13.71 Where any combination of condensate, non -condensable gases and steam are
discharged, the steam meter(s) measuring steam delivered to an eligible purpose must

be positioned so that they will not include heat lost via such discharges.

13.72 The previous paragraph would generally apply to devices including steam traps and
blowdown valv es, however, we are aware that well maintained steam traps and related
devices may be an integral part of best practice system design. Where steam traps and
related devices are well maintained and are appropriate to the system, we would not
consider these devices to be an ineligible use for metering purposes. We may seek
assurance, including through the Independent Report on Metering Arrangements (see
section 6l ndependent Report on Metering Arrangement

appropriate to the syst  em, and are properly maintained.

13.73 Where steam is used for internal processes, such as feed water pre -heating, de -aeration
or any other such returns to the installation, steam meters measuring steam delivered
to the eligible purpose must be positioned so th at they exclude steam used for these
purposes. Where this is not possible, calculation of the amount of steam used for such
purposes using metering by difference, may be per mi
di fferenced section i n tdetails For futhprtinbormatibnoaboutf ur t her

internal heat, see Chapter 5.

13.74 Often the fluid that returns from the eligible purpose will be a two -phase mixture of hot
water and steam. We expect applicants to know the conditions of this returned fluid, in
order t o determine whether a steam meter or heat meter is most appropriate for
measuring its energy content. We may ask for evidence showing that the choice of

meter is appropriate for the typical conditions of the returned fluid.

13.75 Where the returned fluid is who lly or primarily hot water, the heat meter should have
one temperature sensor in the return pipe from the eligible purpose and use the datum
used by the steam meters in place of the second temperature sensor. Typically, this

datum will be 0°C 159,

13.76 Where the fluid returned from the eligible use is wholly or primarily steam, additional
temperature and pressure sensors must be located in the return pipe leaving the eligible

purpose (in addition to a flow meter).

159 See, for example,  https://www.chpga.com/quidance_notes/GUIDANCE_NOTE_23.pdf
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13.77 Inline with industry good practice, we expect p articipants to return as much fluid from
the eligible purpose as practically possible. We may ask for information or evidence to

confirm this is the case.

13.78 Flow meters, pressure sensors, temperature sensors and calculators/digital integrators
must be clearly marked on the schematic diagram. The schematic diagram must also
show which meter components are used to derive the energy measured by particular
steam meters. Refer to the RHI guidance document, o6

more information.

Isolated ineligible plants

13.79 There are certain situations where an ineligible plant supplying heat to the same end -

uses as an RHI installation may not need to be metered for the purpose of RHI

payments. You will need to demonstrate that such ineligible pl ant are isolated such that
they cannot contribute to the output as measured by any RHI -relevant heat meter, nor
af fect Of gembs ability to determine the KkWhth of

installation which is used for eligible purposes.

13.80 Applicants su bmitting a case that an ineligible plant may be considered isolated will

need to demonstrate the following:

A The ineligible plant is operated in such a way that the heat from it
does not contribute to the output as measured by any RHI -relevant

heat meter.

A Adequate controls are in place such that the output from the
ineligible plant does not af fect Of gembés abil
kwhth of heat generated by the eligible installation which is used

for eligible purposes.

13.81 Suitable examples of controls where a n ineligible plant may be considered isolated could

include:
A Where eligible heat is supplied to a building via a permanent

interface such as a plate heat exchanger or low loss header plus a

non -return valve (see Metering Placement Examples, example
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E.1). In these instances it may be possible to demonstrate that
the ineligible plant is located on a separate heat distribution
system to the primary circuit served by the eligible installation and

that no RHI - relevant heat meters will be affected.

A Where there are adequate controls in place (valves, control units,
etc.) to isolate the ineligible plant such that during its operation,
Ofgem's ability to determine the kWhth of heat generated by the
eligible plant which is used for eligible purposes would not b e
affected. This could include controls such as an electrical switch
linked to a diverter valve so as to enable the user to switch from
the eligible to ineligible heat generating plant in a manner that
would not affect any RHI  -relevant heat meters (see Met ering

Placement Examples, examples E.2 and E.3).

1382 The examples in the 6Metering Placement Examplesd do
of a few likely cases. We will review these on a case -by - case basis using the principles

set out above.

More than  one eligible installation connected to the same heating
system

13.83 Where more than one eligible installation is connected to the same heating system (e.g.
a biomass boiler and a heat pump), each eligible installation must be metered
separately even though in ef fect they would be defined as the
eligible heat). This is to ensure that the renewable heat contribution can be accurately
measured for RHI payment purposes, as different technologies receive different tariffs,
and therefore require separate applications. Where an installation comprises multiple
plants of the same technology, it may be possible for the plants to share a meter for

RHI purposes. Pl ease see the 6Shared metersd sectio

Location of meters on boilers with heat recirculation

13.84 We are aware that boilers may be incorporated into a heating system in conjunction
with a-dd-bokpo, which recirculates heat directly toc

the main heating circuit or any further heating lo ads. We understand that this will be
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standard practice for certain boiler types, including biomass boilers. We would consider

best practice system design to involve meter placement after the back -end-loop, in

order to protect against recirculated heat bein g measured for the purposes of RHI

payment calculations. We will examine evidence that emerges through the
administration of the scheme, and may at a later date include a requirement that meters

be placed after the back  -end-loop in all cases.

Shared meters

13.85

13.86

13.87

13.88

An eligible installation with multiple component plants that use the same source of
energy and technology may use one heat or steam meter to measure the heat

generated by some or all the component plants, provided those plants:

A are eligible to receive the same tariff
A share the same tariff start date and tariff end date
A in our opinion, can be served by a single meter that is capable of measuring

the required quantity %69,

This section does not apply where additional RHI capacity is add ed to an installation

(after the original installation has been accredited). For further details on additional

capacity please see Volume 2, Chapter 10.

If you have multiple plants of the same source of energy and technology, but you think
they should be considered as separate installations, it will need to be demonstrated that
they are on separate heat distribution systems. This is because according to the
Regulations 1%, plants of the same source of energy and technology that are on the
same heating syste m and are not already accredited must be treated as one installation.
The number of heat meters used does not affect whether the plants would be considered

as one installation.

The shared meter approach allows plants using the same energy source and techn
to be grouped together and metered by just one heat or steam meter. In practice, we
will generally permit a shared meter where the heat generated by one or more of the
plants comprising the eligible installation can be directly metered by a single he

steam meter. For example, the return temperature sensor would need to be placed

160 Regul ations, Part 2, Chapter 3, Regulation 26
161 Regulations, Part 2, Chapter 2, Regulation 19

ology

at or
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prior to any heat from other sources entering the heating system and the flow
temperature sensor after any pre -heating. Where direct measurement is not possible,

each pla nt will need to be metered individually.

1389 Refer to the flow charts in RHI guidance document ,

relevant examples.

13.90 It should be made clear on the schematic diagram and in the application for

accreditation where an eligible installation is comprised of multiple component plants.
See Chapter 2, 6How to apply when you have multip
information.

Installations in series

13.91 Where one eligible installation is used in series with another, for example a s olar
thermal installation preheats feed water to a biomass boiler, heat meters (or steam
meters if appropriate) must be positioned to directly measure the heat generated by
each installation and to allow measurement of the contribution made by each eligibl e
installation to the total eligible heat output. Ref ¢

Pl acement Examplesd for a relevant exampl e.

Metering by difference

13.92 In general, we will require direct measurement of the quantities described in the
paragraphs above 2. Combining meter readings to obtain a quantity required for the
RHI tariff calculation may affect the accuracy with which that quantity has been
measured so direct measurement of the quantities will ensure that readings used for

RHI paym ent purposes are accurate.

13.93 We recognise that in some circumstances, direct measurement may not be possible and
in those cases we will give consideration to measuring by difference on a case -by-case
basis. For example, if a Class 2 heat meter measures quan tity A and another Class 2
heat meter measures quantity B, then we may permit these measurements to be used

to calculatetheRHI -r equired quantity iCBo.where AC = A

162 The exception to this is the measurement of heat used in systems where heat is delivered by steam.
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13.94 We are most likely to grant permission for measuring by difference where there is good
reason for not using direct measurement, and where measuring by difference can
provide an acceptable level of accuracy. In this case, we would usually expect all
relevant metering equipment to have been calibrated at the same time and by the same

persont o reduce any calibration errors.

13.95 Measuring by difference will be agreed in writing, and will include the agreed means of

calculation.

Installation of meters

13.96 As part of your application, you will need to declare that all heat or steam meters (and
meter components where these were purchased separately) to the best of your
knowl edge still conform to the manufacturero6s speci
modified in any material way or, if repaired or refurbished, replacement parts were
sourced fromthe  original manufacturer) and still maintain relevant accuracy (i.e. within

the Class 2 or other eligibility requirements).

13.97 You will also be required to ensure that all meters and their associated components are
installed in accordance with the manufacturerods specifications (incl:
requirements required as part of the MID EC -type or design examination certificate or
other EEC, EN 1434 or OIML testing certificates where appropriate). For example,

manufacturers of flow meters of ten stipulate that the meter must:

A have a flow conditioner or be placed a defined number of upstream
and downstream straight pipe diameters from any obstruction or
plant to ensure that the meter is not affected by flow disturbances
or perturbations

A havet he temperature (and, where appropriate, pressure) sensors
placed to ensure that the temperature or pressure measurement
is that of the heat  -- conveying liquid or steam, and is not affected
by other factors, such as other heat sources or the piping

configur ations.

13.98 You must ensure that the meters installed are appropriate for the operating conditions

of the heating system. You shoul d keep records o

149



Non-Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive

instructions and relevant installerds receibpts/ docu

available upon request.

13.99 We have identified meter installation errors as a significant contributor to non -
compliances that can affect RHI payments. Applicants are encouraged to ensure their
meters are installed in line with all relevant instructions, i ncluding the selection on the
appropriate locations for flow meters (e.g. flow or return pipe) and the orientation of
all components. Applicants are encouraged to identify installers who have expertise in

heat meter installation and an understanding of RHI requirements.

Schematic diagrams

13.100 During the accreditation process, applicants will be required to provide a schematic
diagram of the installation and the heating system of which it forms part. This diagram

will form a key part of the application for accreditation.

13.101 This diagram will need clearly to show, as appropriate to the heating system of which

the installation forms part:

A the relative positions of the eligible installation(s) (including any
component plants), building boundaries, any ineligible plant(s),
eligible heat use(s), any ineligible heat use(s) and heat rejection
facility/facilities
A the relevant piping connections between all plants within the
eligible installation(s)
A the relevant piping connections between all eligible installations,
all ineligible plants and eligible or ineligible uses of heat all valves,
heat exchangers, low loss headers, pumps or other components
which may serve to isolate an ineligible plant from the RHI relevant
heating system
A building boun daries
A the relative positions of the relevant heat and steam meters and
their associated components as |isted under se
and 6Steam measuring equipment (steam meters)
A for any installation using external piping (whether above g round

or buried), the relevant measurement (in metres) of any/ all
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individual external pipe lengths (this includes both flow and return

pipe lengths).

13.102 With regard to metering arrangements, the schematic diagram (including a key) must

clearly show for each ~ meter used for RHI purposes, as appropriate:

A the meter sub componentsd positions (ie posit
sensors, pressure sensors, flow meters and any flow
conditioners/straighteners)

A which measurements will be combined by the calculator/digital
integrator to generate the meter reading

A the meter serial number, as |isted in the appl

accreditation.

Independent report on metering arrangements (IRMA)

13.103 Where an installation can be classified as falling into one or more of the following
scenarios, we have the right to require an independent report on metering

arrangements, which must be completed by an independent person.

A The installation has a capacity of 1MWth or above
A The installation is classed as having a multiple metering
arrangement for RHI payment purposes

A The installation uses steam as the heat transfer medium.

This report should demonstrate that the metering and measuring requirements imposed

by Chapter 3 of Part 2 of the Regulations have been met 163

13.104 Please note that generally we will not require the following installations to submit an
IRMA where:

A they have a capacity of 45kWth or below, or
A they are classed as having standard metering for RHI payment

purposes.

163 Regulations, Schedule 1, paragraph 1 (2)(z)(v)
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13.105 We reserve the right to request the submission of an IR MA for such installations if we
are not satisfied by the other evidence that the metering arrangements for the system
meet the scheme requirements. Relevant applicants may choose not to obtain a report
in advance of making their application but should be p repared to provide one on

request.

13.106 An IRMA will also be required in the following scenarios:

A Where additional RHI capacity ™t akes an accredited installat

capacity over IMWth.

A Where additional RHI capacity takes an accredited install ationés
capacity over 45kWth and the installation is considered to have a

multiple metering arrangement for RHI payment purposes.

A Where a change is made to the installation/heating system that
results in an RHI - accredited installation moving from a standard
to multiple metering arrangement classification for RHI payment
purposes %, It will be a condition of accreditation for all
participants with accredited installations that should this third
scenario arise, the participant will be required to pro duce an IRMA
for their accredited installation.

13.107 Further information about additional RHI capacity and standard and multiple metering

arrangement classifications can be found in Chapter 13, and in Volume 2, Chapter 10.

Who can write the report?

13.108 In order to ensure the report is of an appropriate standard, the Regulations require the

Il RMA to be completed by a 6competent personbd.

13.109 This is interpreted as a person that meets all of the following criteria:

® Additional RHI capacitydé is defined in the Regul atd ahs (Part 8,

first commi ssioned after the date on which an accredited RHI i nst e
commissioned;(b)uses the same source of energy and technology as the original installation; and (c) supplies
heat to the same heating system as that of which the original installation forms part.

165 Regulations, Part 7, Regulation 66
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13.110

13.111

13.112

13.113

Over time we will keep these criteria under review, and we may in future ask for further

An experienced and suitably qualified engineer (

at least HND or

equivalent in an engineering discipline from a recognised academic

institution).

Has demonstrable experience and expertise in flow measurement

and heat/steam measurement systems demonstrated by training

and development records. Details of t

the report.

raining will be asked for in

Has a relevant background (involved in energy, utilities, building

services, heating system design, heating system operation &

maintenance).

Covered by Professional Indemnity Insurance of at least £1m

(through emplo yer or directly).

Is unbiased and impartial.

competence criteria to be met as the number and levels of qualification of people in the

marketplace increases.

Prospect ive participants may be required to demonstrate that the competent person is,

and is seen to be, unbiased and impartial. We will consider each case on its facts, but

we consider that a competent person is unlikely to be regarded as unbiased and

impartial w here, for example:

For avoidance of doubt, this would allow the designer or meter installer to complete the

A
A

he or she is, or is an employee of, the owner or heat user

he or she is related to the owner or heat user

he or she is contractually obliged to author reports exclusively for

a given owner

the submission of the report could have a

significant portion of his or her income.

report, where they were in a normal arms

applicant, and the bul

As w

t h

t he

material impact on a

-length commercial relationship with the

let points listed above did not apply.

6competent

personb

Cc

r

teri

a,

examples of persons we would consider unlikely to be regarded as unbiased and

impartial.

over

t
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13.114 In line with responses to our 2013 publ ic consultation on the Independent Report on
Metering Arrangements % we confirm that we will not regard an owner of the
installation as being independent. The owner of an installation will therefore not be an

appropriate person to produce the report.

13.115 The competent person producing the report must undertake a visit to the installation
and complete the report. Where this report is required, applicants are responsible for
ensuring it is carried out by a competent person who meets the criteria set out above.

Trade bodies should be able to provide further advice if required.

What should the report cover?

13.116 We have developed a report template, which should be used to submit the required
information. This is to ensure that all reports are consistent and provide the information
we require to confirm metering arrangements are appropriate for the RHI. The IRMA
template is available on the Ofgem RHI website 167 The competent person is required
to follow this template as closely as possible and input one of the acceptable responses

for each question, except in the comment boxes where they can comment freely.

13.117 The report wi || cover t he install ationbs metering

including:

A whether meters and sensors are correctly positioned and robust
against tampering

A confirming that where any steam traps or related devices regarded
as eligible for metering purposes are observed, there is no
evidence that these are inappropriate to the system, inadequately
maintained or inappropriately vented

A whether meters and sensors are installed in accordance with the
manufacturerds instructions and, where rel eva
requirements required as part of the MID EC -type or design
examination certificate or other EEC, EN 1434 or OIML testing
certificates where appropriate

A whether meters and sensors meet the technical requirements set

out elsewhere in this chapter

166 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications -and -updates/consultation  -amendments -independent -report -
metering -arrangements -criteria -renewable -heat -incentive -rhi
167 www.ofgem.gov.uk/rhi
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A whether the system is configured so that any significant heat
losses are accounted for by the meter and sensor positioning

A whether the schematic diagram is an accurate representation of
the installation and the heating system of which it forms part

A confirming how each o6quantityodé required for RF
would be accurately determined based on the installed meters and
any accompanying calcu lations

A whether external piping meets the O6properly ir
that the associated metering will be sufficient for RHI payment

purposes.

13.118 The competent person must sign a declaration, confirming that they meet the eligibility
and competency cr iteria and that the information provided in the report is accurate to

the best of their knowledge.

What happens if we are not satisfied with the report?

13.119 In order for the installation to be accredited to the RHI, those installations requiring a
report must have it satisfactorily completed and provided to us. If we are not satisfied
with any portion of a report, we will explain our concern to the applicant directly. For
example, the report must be completed on the template provided. If it is not, we will
notify the applicant that the report will not be reviewed until it is provided on the
templ at e. It is the applicantbés responsibility to I
new or amended report as appropriate. This may require the applicant to obta in further

verification and sign off from the competent person who completed the initial report.

13.120 Where the IRMA report provider has signed that they wish to be informed of any issues

with their report we may provide feedback directly to the IRMA provider.
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14. I ntroduction to ongoing obligatio

This chapter sets out:
1 An overview of the ongoing obligations you will have as a participant on the
Non - Domestic RHI scheme.
1 You should be complying with many of these from the date you apply for the
scheme in order to be eligible for payments from this date.

1 An overview of replacement plants

Introduction

14.1  Aswell as ensuring you meet the eligibility criteria for the RHI scheme, when you apply
you should already be thinking about the ongoing obligations you will have as a
participant on the scheme. Your date of accreditation, and when you will begin accruing
payments, is usually confirmed as the date you applied for the scheme. This date may
change i f your applicationprepeonty cmadéedearnd e bart
certain that you were eligible for payments on the date you applied, or if there is any
evidence to show that you were not eligible from that date. You therefore need to
ensure that you submit a complete and high - quality ap plication, and that you are

complying with your ongoing obligations at the time you apply.

14.2  Detailed guidance on how to fully comply with your ongoing obligations for your

installation can be found in the RHI Guidance, Volume 2 but we have provided a

summary, as an introduction, here in four sections - general, fuels, metering and other

technology specific requirements.

General ongoing obligations

14.3  You must ensure that your installation continues to m eet all the eligibility criteria for
the scheme and comply with any conditions of your accreditation specified at the point

of approval.

14.4  You must notify Ofgem if any of the information provided as part of your application is

incorrect.

145 You must notify Ofgem within 28 days if any of the following occur:
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A You have ceased to comply with an ongoing obligation, realise you
will soon be unable to comply or it comes to your attention that
your circumstances affecting periodic support payments or
eligibi lity have changed (refer to guidance volume 2 and the

Regulations themselves for a full list regarding this).

A Changes are made to the heating system of which the RHI

installation is part, including addition or removal of heat

generating plants (fossil an d/or renewable), modification of
capacity of an accredited heat pump or shared ground loop , and/or
additional or removal of any heat uses.
A A change to any heat loss assessment is necessary T including
pipework lengths/insulation and operating hours. This list is not
exhaustive.
A A change of ownership of part or all of the RHI installation.
A A change of producer of biomethane for injection
A A change of location of the RHI installation.
A A change of location of any heat meters used for calculating
periodic payments.
14.6  You must maintain your RHI installation to the satisfaction of Ofgem T we strongly
advise you to maintain your installation to a high c
instructions. Please keep a record of your service and maintenance docu ments.

14.7  You must allow reasonable access to Ofgem or our authorised agent, for example if

your site is selected for audit.

14.8  You must not generate heat for the predominant purpose of increasing RHI payments.

Ongoing obligations in relation to fuels

14.9  All biomass fuel used at your installation from the date you apply to the scheme must
meet the sustainability requirements from 5th October 2015 onwards 1 this applies to
ALL existing participants as well as new applicants to the scheme. For detailed

infor matio n on how to comply, please see C hapter 9 of this guidance document, chapter
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4 in Volume 2, and the  Sustainability Self -Reporting Guidance . We have also ¢ reated

an Easy Guide to Sustainability ~ , which provides a good overview and starting point.

14.10 For applications made after 23 September 2013 you must only burn fuels in your solid
biomass boiler which are permitted within the scope of your boiler emissions
certificate(s) which you have submitted to Ofgem from the date you apply to the

scheme. This includes the:

A fuel type (chip, pellet or log)
A origin (e.g. virgin, virgin -waste blend, waste) and;

A fuel moisture content.

14.11 If an Environmental Permit subsists in re lation to your installation, you must remain

compliant with the requirements of that Permit.

14.12 The RHI Regulations require all participants to keep records of type of fuel used and
fuel purchased for the duration of their participation on the scheme. For an example of

how you may wish to do this please see the Guide to keeping fuel records

14.13 For permitted ancillary and contaminated fuel uses participants must also keep records
of this fuel use and report this use to Ofgem in the appropriate way for your technology

type and size (see C hapter 4 of Volume 2 for more detail).

Ongoing obligations in relation to metering

14.14 You must ensure that your meters are in continuous operation, are properly maintained
and periodically checked for errors. All your payments are based on these meter

readings so these need to be accurate.

14.15 All heat meters for RHI purposes must be re -calibrated every 10 years or within the

period recommended by the heat meter manufacturer, which ever is the soonest.

Other technology - specific ongoing obligations

Combined Heat and Power

158


https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications-and-updates/non-domestic-rhi-main-guidance
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications-and-updates/renewable-heat-incentive-guide-keeping-fuel-records-biomass-1

Non-Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive

14.16 You must use only one source of energy (except for solid biomass contaminated with

fossil fuel) in a combustion unit forming part of a CHP system.

14.17 Please refer to Volume 2 for full details regarding ongoing obligations in relation to
CHPQA certification.

Ground source heat pumps (GSHPs)

14.18 If your application for accreditation for a ground source heat pump was made on or
after 28 May 2014 and that g round source heat pump is capable of heating and cooling

you must keep details of the calculation of the design heat load.

Biogas

14.19 Heat must not be delivered by air from their accredited RHI installation to the biogas

production plant producing the biog as for combustion.

14.20 All installations producing biogas from anaerobic digestion with a date of accreditation
on or after 22 May 2018 will be subject to feedstock requirements. These requirements
are in addition to the sustainability requirements addressed elsewhere in this guidance
and will limit the RHI payments issued for eligible heat generated from biogas where
less than 50% of the total biogas yield (by energy content) is derived from wastes or
residues. The limitation of the payments will be calculate d by reference to the biogas

yield (by energy content) that is not derived from wastes or residues.

14.21 Participants subject to the new feedstock requirements will be required to report
annually on the proportion of biogas derived from consignments of feedsto ck that are
not classified as wastes or residues (feedstock classification will be agreed as part of

the review of participantsd Fuel Measurement

14.22 Where the capacity of an installation is greater or equal to 1IMWth, participa nts will be
required to extend the scope of their annual sustainability audit reports to include the
information (including calculations and supporting evidence) provided in relation to the

feedstock requirements.

and
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14.23 For the avoidance of doubt, installations generating biogas from advanced conversion
technologies such as gasification and pyrolysis will be exempt from the feedstock

requirements.

Biomethane

14.24 All biomethane producers injecting biomethane derived from biogas that was produced
by anaerobic digestion that are registered on or after 22 May 2018 will be subject to
feedstock requirements. These requirements will limit the RHI payments issued for
eligible heat generated from biogas where less than 50% of the total biogas yield (by
energ y content) is derived from wastes or residues. The limitation of the payments will
be calculated by reference to the biogas yield (by energy content) that is not derived

from wastes or residues.

14.25 Biomethane producers who are subject to the new feedstock re quirements will be
required to report annually on the proportion of biogas derived from consignments of
feedstock that are not classified as wastes or residues (feedstock classification will be
agreed as part of the review of paadSampting fFM8)t sd Fuel

procedures).

14.26 Biomethane producers who are subject to the new feedstock requirements will be
required to extend the scope of their annual sustainability audit reports to include the
information (including calculations and supporting evi dence) provided in relation to the

feedstock requirements.

14.27 Further information on the ongoing obligations for biomethane producers registered on

the RHI can be found in Volume 2.

Replacement plant

14.28 From 1 October 2018, participants who wish to replace t heir accredited plant will be
able to do so, as long as they meet the criteria set out below. Eligible replacement
plants will retain the same tariff and scheme lifetime as the original plant, which they

have replaced.
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14.29

14.30

14.31

A replacement plant must be a like -for -like replacement, which means it must be a
plant which uses the same source of energy and technology as the original plant. It

must also meet the eligibility requirements applicable to the original plant.

In addition, replacement plants which gen erate heat from solid biomass must comply
with the current air quality 168 requirements.  This includes pa rticipants who joined the
Non-Domestic RHI prior to the original introduction of these requirements. For further
information on r eplacement plants, pleas e see C hapter 12 of the Non -Domestic RHI

Guidance, Vol ume 2.

Please note replacement plants are treated differently under the Feed -in Tariff (FIT)
scheme. If your installation is accredited under both the RHI and FIT schemes and you

replace all or part of your plant, this may affect your FIT accreditation. If you are in

doubt over whether a change to your installation would cause you to lose FIT

accreditation, please contact your FIT licensee in the first instance.

Further information

14.32 The information in  this chapter is for introductory information only and is not intended
to be exhaustive. Please refer to Volume 2 for full details on ongoing obligations and
identify which  of them apply to you.
14.33 You are required to make an annual declaration that all ongoi ng obligations relating to
your installation are being complied with and that your installation still meets the
relevant eligibility criteria for the scheme.
14.34 Ofgem can request evidence at any time pertaining to all eligibility requirements under
which you were accredited or in relation to any ongoing obligations relevant to your
RHI installation.
168 https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/key -term -explained/air _-quality
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Appendi xioghessary of RHI ter ms

Accreditation

In order to receive support under the RHI, an eligible installation will have to be accredited

by us. Accreditation (which is defined in the Regulations) is the term that we use to denote

admission by us of an applicant to the RHI once we determine that the installation meets

the eligibility criteria of the scheme and that the application for accreditation is properly

made.

Additional RHI capacity

Additional RHI capacity, which is defined in the Regulations, means a plant which is first
commissioned after the date on which an RHI installation was first commissioned, uses

the same source of energy and techn ology as the original plant and supplies heat to the

same heating system.

Additional biomethane capacity
Additional biomethane capacity means any biomethane which exceeds the maximum initial
capacity specified by us when first registered to the scheme and , Which is supplied at the

same injection point.

Additional plant
Additional plant means a heat generating plant which uses a different technology or source
of energy to an existing accredited RHI installation but is connected to the same heating

system a s the accredited RHI installation.

Ancillary fossil fuel
Ancillary fossil fuel refers to the small amounts of fossil fuel necessary for the effective

operation of the installation.

Annual declaration

The annual declaration is a confirmation that must be signed by the Authorised Signatory
to confirm that the accredited RHI installation/registered biomethane producer has met

the eligibility criteria and ongoing obligations of the scheme for the previous 12 months.

Authorised signatory
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An authorised signato ry is a person who is authorised to open and use an account with
the Ofgem RHI website or provide information by post, submit periodic data and complete

the RHI annual declaration.

Bioenergy
This term is used as shorthand for any of the following technologies: solid biomass, solid

biomass from waste, biogas, biomethane.

CHP

O0CHPG6 is defined in the Regulations and refers to a C

Commissioned
This means, in relation to an eligible installation, that all tests required by industry
standards for the installation to be able to deliver heat for the purpose for which it was

installed have been completed. For a legal definition, please see the Regulations.

Common header
This is the main pipe to which plants supply heat, and fr om which heat uses are supplied.

A heating system may have multiple common headers.

Flow pipe
The pipe carrying the hot water flow leaving an installation or heat use is commonly

referred to as the flow pipe.

Fuel measurement and sampling (FMS)

Theterm 6f uel measurement and samplingd (FMS) refers to
bi omass proportions of i nput fuel s ar e determined.
determining the amount or quantity of a fuel (for example in tonnes or cubic meters). By

6 s a mp | wemmgaih taking small sample amounts of fuel and testing them to determine

specific properties such as their GCV.

Installation capacity

The installation capacity is defined in the Regul ati
out put capacitywhifchh ipialnudes the 6étot al install ed pe

of a single plant (installation) made up of two or more component plants).

Kilowatts (kW)
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A kilowatt is a measure of power i.e. the rate at which energy is transferred or converted.

A kilowat tis equal to 1 kilojoule of energy transferred/converted each second.

Kilowatts thermal (kWth)

As above but where the energy is converted to heat specifically.

Kilowatt -hours (kWh)

A kilowatt -hour is the measure of energy transferred or converted over a period of time.
Akilowatt - hour is equal to the amount of energy generated by an installation with a power

capacity of 1kW in an hour or an installation with a power capacity of 2kW in a half -hour

etc.

Kilowatt -hours thermal (kWhth)

As above, but where the energy being measured is heat specifically

Maximum initial capacity

In relation to biomethane producers refers to the volume of biomethane in cubic meters

per quarterly period you are entitled to supply for injection under your Network Entry
Agreement.
Multiple metering arrangement 169

An installation which uses a multiple metering arrangement is any installation that is not
considered to be using standard metering and therefore requires a combination (i.e. two

or more) quantities to be measured for RHI payment purposes. (NB this is an
administrative definition only applicable to applicants applying for accreditation on or after

24 September 2013).

Nominated individual
An individual within an organisation nominated to ac t on the organisationos

relation to the RHI.

Ongoing obligations
Ongoing obligations refer to the obligations that need to be met to remain accredited or

registered to the scheme. The term is defined in the Regulations.

¥ please note that as of 1st April 2021, the 6simpled and dbdcompl ex
scheme. As such, any installation that was pr eviously classified as a 6simpled6 wild.l be «c
1st April 2021 and any system classified as o6complex6 will be con:
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Participant

A participan t is defined in the Regulations as either the owner of an accredited RHI
installation, a representative owner or a producer of biomethane who has registered with
the authority to receive the RHI. In practice this means that once the owner or
representative  owner of an eligible installation or a biomethane producer receives
accreditation or registration respectively to the RHI scheme, he/she will be referred to as

a participant in the RHI scheme.

Periodic support payments
RHI support will be delivered to pa rticipants in the form of quarter|

paymentsdé, the term being defined in the Regul ations.

Periodic data

Periodic data is the information participants will need to submit on a regular basis as an

ongoing obligation, and in order for us to calculate the appropriate payment.

Quantity

The term 6quantityd is used for RHI payment calcul at
i ndividual or combined measurement of O6heat used or 6
be considered either el i gi bl e or ineligible, and d6édheat generat.

the eligible installation or from an additional ineligible plant. The number of quantities
being measured on a heating system will define whether the system uses standard or
multiple met ering arrangements for RHI payment purposes. (NB this definition is only

applicable to applicants applying for accreditation on or after 24 of September 2013).

Renewable Heat Incentive
The Renewable Heat Incentive is a government environmental programme d esigned to
provide long - term financial support to renewable heat installations to encourage the

uptake of renewable heat.

Representative owner
Where there is more than one owner of an accredited RHI installation, the owner with the

authority to act on be  half of all owners is referred to as the representative owner.
Return pipe

The pipe carrying the cool liquid flow returning from an installation or heat use is commonly

referred to as the return pipe.
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Schematic diagram
The schematic diagram is an illustr ation of the installation and heating system for which

RHI accreditation is being applied for.

Standard metering 170

An installation which uses standard metering is an installation which only requires a single

6quantityd to be measur edosfeosr. RIHhle psaiynngelnet &quurapnt i t y o
the 6Heat Generated by Eligible Installation (kWhth)
no ineligible heat uses; or the O6Heat Used for Eligi
system where there is no ineligible heat generation plant. (NB, this is an administrative

definition only applicable to applicants applying for accreditation on or after the 24 th of

September 13).

Wplease note that as of 1st April 2021,ongwereremoyedfromithed and dcompl ex
scheme. As such, any installation that was previously classified
1st April 2021 and any system classified as o6complex6 will be con:
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Appendi xXT RWb Emi ssions Certificate

This certificate provides evidence that the test ed boiler meets the air quality requirements
of the non -domestic Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI). It must be issued by a testing
laboratory. Applicants applying for the RHI with biomass boilers must submit a certificate
with their application, or alternativ ely, an environmental permit. An electronic version is
available here:  https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications -and -updates/getting - emissions -
certificates -right -renewable -heat -incentive

1. TEST HOUSE

a) Name and address of the testing laboratory that has carried

out the required tests and issued this certificate *

*if different, include details of both

b) Name and signature of the person authorised by the testing Name:

laboratory to issue the certificate .

Signature:
c¢) Date of issue of this certificate, together with certificate Date: dd/mmlyyyy

reference number for this certificate

* Please see Note A

Certificate reference number:

Optional: reference number of
original test report on which this
certificate is based:

d) If the testing laboratory that has carried out the required

tests is accredited to BS EN ISO/IEC 17025:2005, date of
accreditation and accreditation number
(if testing conducted on or after 24 September 2013, the testing
laboratory must be BS EN ISO/IEC 17025:2005 accredited at

the time of testing)

Date: dd/mm/lyyyy

Accreditation number:

2. PLANT - Please see Note B

a) Name of the plant tested

b) Model of the plant tested*

*Pl ease ensure this is the same as in the
boiler nameplate
¢) Manufacturer of the plant tested

d) Installation capacity* of the tested plant in kilowatts (kWth)
*The total installed peak heat output capacity

e) Istheplanta manually stoked, natural draught
providing forced or induced draught)

plant? (without a fan

yes/no
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f) (i) Date the plant was tested*

(ii) Please confirm that NOx and PM have been tested on the same occasion
*This is in reference to the emissions testing for PM and NOx, not any wider
range of tests. A specific date is required. Please provide the date of test
performed at O85% of the installation cap
If more than one model has been tested or testing has been conducted on
different dates for different fuels, please list each date with details.

dd/mm/yyyy

yes/no

g) Please list all the plants in the type -testing range* of the tested plants to

which the certificate applies, if any 1. Please include the installation capacity of
each model.

*This must follow the ratio rules:

If the smallest plant in the range is 500kWth or less, the largest plant in the

range can't be more than double the smallest.

If the smallest plant in the range is over 500kWth, the largest plant in the range

can't be more than 500kWth greater than the  smallest.

3. FUELS

a) Types of fuels used when testing
(Where relevant, the fuel should be classified according to EN303 -5,
referencing the relevant EN14961 standard for specific classification
(superseded by ENI17e&&proadeVateghresistch as
Obeecho.

b) Based on the testing, list the range of fuels that can be used in compliance

with the emission limits of 30 grams per gigajoule (g/GJ) net heat input for

particulate matter (PM), and 150 g/GJ net heat input for oxides of nitrogen

(NOx)

(Where relevant, the fuel should be classified according to EN303 -5,
referencing the relevant EN14961 standard for specific classification
(superseded by EN17225). We dondt expect
O6beecho.

¢) Moisture content of the fuel used during testing. (If multiple fuel types have
been tested state all.)

XX%

d) Maximum allowable moisture content* of fuel that can  be used with the
certified plant(s) that ensures RHI emission limits are not exceeded.

* This value may be obtained from ranges specified in relevant EN14961

standard for specific fuel classifications or EN303 -5 when not applicable.
Different fuel types should state different maximum allowable moisture

contents.

yy%

11 The typ e-testing approach enables testing laboratories to provide assurance that all boilers in a given range

meet the air quality requirements, without needing to specifically test each boiler.
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4. TESTS

Confirm which requirements the emissions of NOx and PM have been tested in accordance with.
Either 4a or 4b must be confirmed to be a valid RHI certificate.

a) Was the testing carried out in accordance* with all of the provisions relevant to
emissions of PM and NOx in either BS EN 303 -5:1999 or BS EN 303 -5:2012? 72
*It is not a requirement that the tested plant must be within the scope of one of

these standards, as long as the test lab can confirm that all of the relevant provisions yes/no
were followed appropriately
b) Was the testing carried out in accordance with all of the following
requirements?
(i) - EN 14792:2005 in respect of NOx emissions
- EN 13284 -1:2002 or ISO 9096:2003 in respect of PM emissions 173
(i) emissions of PM represent the average of at least three measurements of
emissions of PM, each of at least 30 minutes duration
(iii) the value for NOx emissions is derived from the average of measurements made yes/no
throughout the PM emission tests.
c)Please confirm the plant was tested at O85% of
plant. yes/no
d) Please confirm the test shows that emissions from the plant were no greater than
30 g/GJ PM and 150 g/GJ NOx. yes/no

€) Measured* emissions of PM in g/GJ net heat input

*This average value should be from the test confirmed in 4c Results from partial
load tests are not required.

This value must be in the specified units.

f) Measured* emissions of NOx in g/GJ net heat input

*This average value should be from the test confirmed in 4c. Results from partial
load tests are not required.

This value must be in the specified units.

Note A: If details from a previously issued certificate or an original test report are being
transferred to this RHI emission certificate template, please note that this document must
be issued by the testing laboratory as a separate certificate. The issue date and certificate
reference number should be in relation to this certificate produced using the RHI template,

not the issu e date and reference number of the original certificate or test report.

Note B: If you are including multiple tested plants on one certificate, please ensure that

all sections are completed for each tested plant, and are laid out such that it is clear which
details relate to which tested plant. If a type -testing range is included as well, please show
clearly whichtype -testing range relates to which tested plant(s), following the type -testing

range ratio rules outlined in 2g.

172 BS EN303 -5:1999 and 2012 explain what should be measured and when.
173 These standards explain how to make the PM and NOx measurements.
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Appendi x it@GHResynsteel i gi bi l ity

The figure below demonstrates the eligibility of CHP systems following 28 May 2014. Please
see chapter 11 for full eligibility details. In addition, all biomass CHP systems should see
Guidance Volume 2 chapter1 4, which details ongoing oblig ations for biomass CHP systems
in relation to CHPQA certification. Those systems with a date of accreditation on or after 1

August 2016 will have to achieve a power efficiency of at least 20% to receive the full CHP

tariff.
Is the installation a CHP plant®*?
v v
Is it a geothermal
plant?
)
i l
! ! v v
De] [ (o]
! |
I .
! |
S
l .
YES
" please note that o6combustion unitd refers to a boiler in relatio

biogas CHP system it refers to a boiler, turbine or engine along with the biogas production plant in the context
of this diagram.
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