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Dear Sir / Madam,
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the above open letter.

Historically, the West Midlands was the workshop of the world. Now our challenge is to become the engine
of the British economy, driving jobs, prosperity and economic growth. Our strategy to achieve this, called
the Strategic Economic Plan {SEP), sets out our vision for improving the quality of life for everyone in the
West Midlands. Our plan is based on our proud manufacturing history, central location and track record in
innovation and shows that a stronger West Midlands is not just good for local people and businesses but for
the whole UK.

The availability of affordable, secure and Increasingly clean energy will be vital in the delivery of our plan
and making the West Midlands stronger with a focus on skills, innovation, transport and inward investment,

I am in broad agreement with Ofgem’s over-arching objective for the RIIO-2 framework, to ensure that
regulated network companies deliver value for money services that energy consumers want and need.
There are, however, also some important areas where network companies will need to support the regions
and communities they serve that should not be overlooked including supporting regional growth and
industrial strategy, providing clean air and keeping our roads moving.

Regional Growth

Connecting new businesses and housing to the energy they need, will be crucial to development in the West
Midlands. As such, Ofgem must ensure that the need for the timely provision of capacity is recognised as a
vital objective of the regulatory review, as it is critical to reglonal growth.

There have been issues with network capacity (primarily electricity) within the West Midlands region which
require the need far improved long term forecasting and planning, as well as inter-network coordination.
Ofgem’s RIIO-2 framework must ensure that networks collaborate to identify and deliver the most efficient
and timely energy solutions including utilising existing assets where possible to avoid the need for
unnecessary, timely and costly investment in new assets which will ultimately be paid for by the residents
and business of the West Midlands.

WMCA would be very happy to work with Ofgem to develop mechanisms that achieve this, including
considering new obligations on utilities to deliver requirements Identified and supported by statutory
regional authorities.

Supporting Industry
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