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Accelerating Renewable Connections (ARC) – 
Project Aims & Objectives 

• Overall Aim of Project ARC is to accelerate the process & time to connect 

renewable generation 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Objectives 

• Improve network access & capacity available to accommodate distributed 

generation  

• Accelerate the time taken to connect distributed generation 

• Enable connection of distributed generation to be facilitated around 

constraints; and 

• Create an enduring process & learning tool that can be rolled out across our 

distribution networks and Great Britain 

How can DNOs improve the generation connections process? 

Time to connect Customer Service Cost of connections 
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 Trial Location – East Lothian & Borders Region of Scotland that 
covers an area of 2,700km2 

 

 Characteristics – High penetration of existing generation, some of 
which is subject to operational constraints & existing generation 
capacity exceeds demand in parts of the region 

 

 Distribution Generation Potential – 200MW of connected 
generation with a further 530MW of applications/enquires received 

 

 Network Trial – High level of existing and pending generation at all 
voltages levels including Transmission Network at exporting GSPs  

 

 

Empowering 
Customers 
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“The closer to real time you can make the 
available data, the more useful it 
becomes.” 

“Can there be the capacity to 
look at two technologies?” 

“Could this be available to the Scottish Government? It would 
be a really helpful addition as an overlay to their heat map 
system.” 

“Can the demand profile be added?” 

“This is brilliant – exactly what we want” 

“This tool is great! Can we have this 
over the whole of SPEN’s area?” 

Online Curtailment Analysis Tool 

https://ocat.smartergridsolutions.com/
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What Stakeholders Said – Feb 14 



What Stakeholders Said – Jun 14 
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Listened to Stakeholders and are responding directly to their needs. 

Prioritised Online Curtailment Analysis Tool (OCAT) to be delivered 
to trial area by 31st March 2015 - as promised to stakeholders 

Active Network Management into Business as Usual during 2015 – 
2 years ahead of project close. 

Questions? 

We are 22 months into a 4 year project.  We have enabled Dunbar 
Grid Supply Point with Active Network Management.  We consulted 
on our progress and: 


