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Introduction

Over the course of 2014, Thomson Ecology has been commissioned to conduct a large number of
protected species surveys over the entirety of the Triton Knoll Offshore Windfarm electrical infrastructure
route.

In order to complete these surveys on time and on budget, it is important that Thomson Ecology has
proper access to any land that needs to be surveyed and building a good working relationship with land
agents is integral to our success.

This document is intended to serve as an aid for land agents and other such parties. It lays out clearly
and concisely what surveys we do, how these surveys are carried out, how many visits a survey may
require and what time of year they are done.
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Phase 1 Habitat Survey (PHS1)

Survey description Optimal Survey Number of Timing of survey Number of visits?
Season surveyors (temporal)

An Ecologist walks April to Dependent on Daytime 1

over the site to September, but size of survey

assess what habitats | can be area 1-2

are on site and what | undertaken at

species may be any time of year

present

Protected Species Walkover Survey (PSW)

Survey description Optimal Survey Number of Timing of survey Number of visits?
Season surveyors (temporal)

An Ecologist walks April to Dependent on Daytime 1

over the site to
assess what habitats
are on site and what
species may be
present. Can be
done more quickly
and over a larger
area that a PH1

September, but
can be
undertaken at
any time of year

size of survey
area 1-2

Triton Knoll Offshore Wind Farm Ltd, Project No.: FRWR112 /000 / 000
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Water Vole Surveys

Survey description Optimal Survey Number of Timing of survey Number of visits?
Season surveyors (temporal)
An Ecologist walks April to October Dependent on Daytime 1
over the site looking size of survey
for signs of water area2asa
vole. minimum , for
safety reasons
NB: Water Viole surveys are often incorporated with otter surveys
Otter Surveys
Survey description Optimal Survey Number of Timing of survey Number of visits?
Season surveyors (temporal)
An Ecologist walks May to Dependent on Daytime 1
over the site looking | September size of survey
for signs of otter areaZasa
minimum , for
safety reasons
NB: Otter surveys are often incorporated with water vole surveys
Badger Surveys
Survey description Optimal Survey Number of Timing of survey Number of visits?
Season SUrveyors (temporal)
An Ecologist walks Can be done any | Dependent on Daytime 1

over the site looking
for signs of badger

time of year, but
preferably during
the spring or
early autumn

size of survey
area 1-2.

Triton Knoll Offshore Wind Farm Ltd, Project No.: FRWR112 / 000 / 000
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Triton Knoll Offshore Wind Farm ecology

Reptile Surveys

Survey description Optimal Survey Number of Timing of survey Number of visits?
Season surveyors (temporal)
An Ecologist walks April to 2 to deploy and Daytime 7 visits in total; 1
over the site, looking | September collect, 1to to deploy the
under deployed survey refugia, 5 to check
refugia for reptiles for presence/
absence and a
final visit to collect
tiles back in.
Arboricultural Surveys
Survey description Optimal Survey Number of Timing of survey Number of visits?
Season surveyors (temporal)
An Arboriculturalist Can be 1 Daytime 1
conducts a walkover | conducted any
of the site to time of the year
evaluate the health
of, and assign value
to, any trees present
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