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Question  How will you build sufficient confidence in the model to ensure that it is (a) 
adopted and maintained by other DNOs and (b) integrated with other 
accepted planning tools? 

Notes on 
question  

 

Answer  a) In order to generate buy-in from other DNOs we will engage early in 
the process to define its technical capabilities and its data input 
requirements.  In particular, to build confidence and buy-in from DNOs 
we will: 

• be very open about how the tool works and the assumptions and 
relationships it uses; and  

• distribute the tool and let DNOs use it and test it against their own 
DSR projects and with their own load-flow software. 

Engagement with DNOs will be carried out at each stage of the tool’s 
development and testing.  

We will build confidence in the tool using the ACE DSR trial results to 
validate the tool by comparing predicted performance with the actual 
trial results for non-tariff based DSR. We will also validate the tool 
using the results from the CLNR tariff based trials. 

b) We will ensure that the DSR diagnostics / forecasting tool can be 
integrated with other accepted planning tools. The tool will be written in 
such a way that any DNO will be able to use their preferred load flow 
tool and their own network models in conjunction with it. We will 
undertake a review of planning tools currently used by DNOs at the 
start of the project and take integration requirements into account in 
the design of the tool.  A key aspect of this will be to make sure that 
the tool can easily accept data exported from the current planning tools 
and can export data and results in a variety of formats.  
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