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Topic  Fault Levels 

Question  What assumption have been made for the cost benefit analysis with 
regard to the impact of changing fault levels as a result of closing NOPs? 

Notes on 
question  

n/a 

Answer  We have made not included any costs within the cost benefit analysis 
with regard to changing fault levels.   

The main costs of an increase in fault levels would be associated with the 
potential requirement to change high voltage switchgear, primarily the 
circuit breakers at the primary substation but also switchgear out on the 
distribution network.   

We have an expectation that whilst the fault level will increase 
marginally on substations within a closed ring, the effects of this will be 
immaterial to the fault clearance duty faced by automatic devices such 
as circuit breakers.  The operation of closed HV rings is not expected to 
materially affect the fault duty of any of the affected switchgear.   

The full implications of the effects of changes in fault level will be studied 
during the C2C Project by the academic partners, the Universities of 
Manchester and Strathclyde. 
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