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Dear Lesley,

We welcome the opportunity to respond to this Open Letter. This response is provided on behalf
of the RWE group of companies, including RWE npower, RWE Supply and Trading GmbH and
npower renewables, a fully owned subsidiary of RWE Innogy.

We agree that time-limited GBSQSS derogations have the potential to accelerate connection of
those renewable generators that currently have planning consents. However, we also believe
that Ofgem needs to be satisfied that the early connection of this generation can be objectively
justified and a positive cost benefit demonstrated. Appendix 1 appears to include the information
for this assessment to be undertaken.

It is reasonable to provide guidance to National Grid, as GB System Operator, as it identifies
opportunities to use derogations from minimum standards in the GBSQSS. It will be important for
the GBSO to understand what is required in requesting a derogation and also for developers to
knowi that there is an established process in place for gaining a derogation to achieve earlier
connection of projects.

The basis of each derogation Application needs to be transparent. In particular, its needs to be
clear whether the application is principally to, for example, . avoid the cost of a double circuit or
whether it is principally to benefit the developer. Correctly establishing the reason for the
application is important in relation to establishing grounds for compensation and/or ensuring
National Grid commit to providing a fully compliant connection once they are able to do so.
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We hope these views are helpful and would be happy to discuss them further.
Yours sincerely, e

Charles Ruffell T +44(0)179

Economic Regulation S o







