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Apologies were received from Danielle Lane (Centrica), Goran Strbac (SEDG), Peter Jones (BEAMA) and Nasser Tleis (National Grid).

3. Notes

3.1 Introduction


Anthony Mungall reviewed the background to the formation of the sub group and the groups main objectives. The offshore electricity transmission scoping document issued by Ofgem in April recommend a sub-group be set up to determine the suitability of applying existing onshore standards offshore. The recommendations of this sub-group will be made to OTEG, who as the advisory body will report to Ofgem and DTI. OTEG are planning to make a recommendation to Ofgem and the DTI in October, therefore the sub-group is required to make a recommendation to OTEG in late August.

3.2 Terms of Reference

Anthony Mungall reviewed the contents of draft terms of reference. All parties at the meeting agreed these terms of reference were satisfactory.

3.3 Management of meeting records

Jonathan Davies detailed how the meeting notes will be provided and their format. It was noted that there may be a requirement to publish the meeting notes on the internet. Where possible meeting items for discussion are to be presented in the form of a paper which are also published. All papers, actions and salient points agreed at meetings will be detailed in the meeting notes. A separate assumptions and risks register is to be maintained, the contents of which will be regularly reviewed and submitted in full along with and recommendations to OTEG in late August. 

Action 1: Anthony Mungall / Phillip Baker to confirm where the meeting notes are to be stored should there be a requirement for them to be published.

Action 2: Jonathan Davies to circulate contact details for all members of the sub group. 

3.4 Overview of SQSS

Andy Hiorns presented an overview of the current GB SQSS. It was agreed that offshore networks would be unlikely to parallel the onshore transmission system as it is generally more expensive to provide offshore transmission capacity. However if they were to do so then onshore standards should be applied offshore. It was noted from the presentation that the main areas of the standards for review are the generation connection criteria, loss of power infeed limits and voltage compliance limits.

Action 3: Jonathan Davies to circulate the presentation to all members of the sub group.

3.5 Design of offshore networks

Joe Duddy presented the connection considerations for a number of Centrica windfarm projects. It was noted by all developers that the preferred connection to the transmission system was via a cable link with limited redundancy built in to the system. 

3.6 Proposed methodology for developing SQSS

Andy Hiorns presented discussion paper No: Offshore SQSS 1 – Methodology for defining amendments to GB SQSS. The paper proposed considering the level of security required by cost benefit analysis, which was agreed upon as the methodology that should be used to make any recommendations. It was noted that cost reflective charging would be included in the analysis.

The SEDG centre offered resources to carry out the economic appraisal, which was accepted by the sub-group. This will be carried out on the network models presented in the paper, along with any further models deemed relevant. A detailed scope of work is to be produced and discussed at the next meeting.

Further items for consideration are: implications of connection to DNO networks, extendibility in future, impact on existing electricity networks and ensuring onshore network designs are not changed as a result of any change in the standards.

Action 4: All to consider offshore GB SQSS1 paper and feedback any comments to Jonathan Davies.

Action 5: Anthony Mungall to confirm the sub-group is only considering the connection of wind generation to an offshore network and not other types of generation / demand.

Action 6: Jonathan Davies and Danny Pudjianto to formulate scope of cost benefit analysis and any other work to be carried out by the SEDG centre prior to next meeting.

3.7 Data requirements

It was noted that detailed models would be required to carry out the cost benefit analysis. All parties with access to information that would aid in the development of these models agreed to provide it where not commercially sensitive.

Action 7: Phillip Baker to source an informed view of the value of ROC’s in the future (15-20 years ahead)

Action 8: Jonathan Davies, Joe Duddy, Claire Maxim, Robert Longden and Peter Jones to source any relevant information to aid the formation of the network models to be used  in the cost benefit analysis. 

3.8 Project plan

Key dates agreed at present:

2nd Meeting –27th June

3rd Meeting – 21st July

Sub-group recommendations – late August

Action 9: Jonathan Davies to formulate project plan based upon scope of works and submission requirements for recommendations
4.0       Date and location of next meeting

Subsequent meetings to be held in Warwick, 27th June 2006.


