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Standard Special Condition A9.  Pipe-Line System Security Standards 

1.  The licensee shall, subject to section 9 of the Act, plan and develop its pipe-line 

 system so as to enable it to meet, having regard to its expectations as to – 

 (a)  the number of premises to which gas conveyed by it will be supplied; 

 (b)  the consumption of gas at those premises; and 

 (c)  the extent to which the supply of gas to those premises might be 

  interrupted or reduced (otherwise than in pursuance of such a term as is 

  mentioned in paragraph 3 of standard condition 14 (Security and 

  emergency arrangements) of the standard conditions of gas suppliers’ 

  licences or of directions given under section 2(1)(b) of the Energy Act 

  1976) in pursuance of contracts between any of the following persons, 

  namely, a gas transporter, a gas shipper, a gas supplier and a customer 

  of a gas supplier, 

 the gas security standard mentioned in paragraph 2. 

 

2.  The gas security standard referred to in paragraph 1 is that the pipeline system to 

which this licence relates (taking account of such operational measures as are 

available to the 

 licensee including, in particular, the making available of stored gas) meets the 

 peak aggregate daily demand, including, but not limited to, within day gas flow 

variations on that day, for the conveyance of gas for supply to premises which the 

licensee expects to be supplied with gas conveyed by it – 

 (a)  which might reasonably be expected if the supply of gas to such 

  premises were interrupted or reduced as mentioned in paragraph 1(c); 

  and 

 (b)  which, (subject as hereinafter provided) having regard to historical 

  weather data derived from at least the previous 50 years and other 

  relevant factors, is likely to be exceeded (whether on one or more days) 

  only in 1 year out of 20 years, 

 so, however, that if, after consultation with all gas suppliers, gas shippers and 

 gas transporters, with the Health and Safety Executive and with the Consumer 

 Council, the Authority is satisfied that security standards would be adequate if 

 sub-paragraph (b) were modified by the substitution of a reference to data 
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 derived from a period of less than the previous 50 years or by the substitution 

 of some higher probability for the probability of 1 year in 20 years, the 

 Authority may, subject to paragraph 3, make such modifications by a notice 

 which – 

 (i)  is given and published by the Authority for the purposes of this 

  condition generally; and 

 (ii)  specifies the modifications and the date on which they are to take effect. 

 

3.  Paragraph 2(b) shall only be modified if, at the same time, the Authority makes 

 similar modifications to – 

 (a)  paragraph 6(b) of standard condition 14 (Security and Emergency 

  Arrangements) and paragraph 5(a) of standard condition 32A (Security 

  of Supply – Domestic Customers) of the standard conditions of gas 

  suppliers’ licences; and 

 (b)  sub-paragraph (b) of the definition of “security standards” in standard 

  condition 1 (Definitions and Interpretation) of the standard conditions of 

  gas shippers’ licences. 

 

4.  For the purposes of paragraph 1, the licensee may have regard to information 

 received from the operator of a pipe-line or pipe-line system to which it 

 conveys gas as respects the quantity of gas which it expects to require. 
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