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Dear Alex
Electricity Act schedule 9 statement- Ofgem consultation Sept 2002 57/02
I am writing further to the above consultation to provide comments from Western Power Distribution (South West) plc and Western Power Distribution (South Wales) plc, “WPD”.

WPD welcomes the publication of this consultation following on from the Environmental Action Plan and the opportunity to comment.  WPD support the response submitted by the EA, this letter is meant to re-enforce their comments.

Companies were subject to requirements under Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act 1989 and as such are fully aware of the requirements.  As you indicate Ofgem has no direct role in relation to Schedule 9, however it may be helpful for Ofgem to assist smaller companies who have not been subject to these requirements in the past.  If this is the case it is important that any costs are allocated to the company requesting the assistance and advice

WPD believe that it is for Government to set the national agenda, on environmental targets through legislation applicable to all, and consequently the role of regulatory bodies such as Ofgem and the Environment Agency in this respect should be limited to seeking compliance with that legislation and the exercise of their statutory duties.  Any proposals by Ofgem to seek to expand on reporting would introduce a resource and cost burden on the industry for which a full regulatory impact assessment would be required and the full costs of providing any information treated as a pass through item.

I trust the comments provided here and in the EA response are useful, feel free to call me if you any queries.

Yours sincerely

R G Westlake

Regulatory & Government Affairs Manager
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