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	David Halldearn

Director – Scotland and Europe

Office of Gas and Electricity Markets 

9 Millbank

London SW1P 3GE


	  24 June 2002


Dear David

Development of British Electricity Trading and Transmission Arrangements – Consultation and next steps

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this consultation.

Section 6 – Next Steps

A detailed Project Plan will be essential for market participants for the delivery of BETTA. Given that the User Requirement Specification of central IT systems, and systems to be provided by market participants, is unlikely to be finalised until the summer of 2003 it is vital that a dialogue with market participants is established on these practical issues as soon as practicable. A key issue here will clearly be the appointment of the GB System Operator.

Appendix 4 – The Way Forward

We agree that wherever possible parallel activities should be undertaken so that individual items within the BETTA programme can be implemented in advance of the planned completion date for BETTA.

It would seem from this paper that there is no intention of establishing the BETTA equivalent of the Neta Programme Manager’s Forum.(PMF) Although the IT systems implications of BETTA for market participants may be significantly less than for Neta the PMF was in our opinion an effective way of ensuring good communications across all key participants on large programmes with extremely tight timetables.

Yours sincerely

Brian Fisher

UK Trading Regulation Manager

cc   Nicola Pitts DTI
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