Internal Only
Internal Only
Curate Consultation Response Template[image: ] 
Curate Consultation Response Template
We are welcoming views on the proposals set out in this consultation and will consider stakeholder feedback carefully before making any final decisions. We would therefore be grateful for responses that consider the consultation objectives, the questions posed, and any supporting information provided in the accompanying documents.
Please send this completed form to connections@ofgem.gov.uk before the 16th September 2026.
Respondent details
Contact name:
 
Role title:
 
Company name:
 
Company type:
 
Telephone number:
 
Email address:
 
Date of submission:
 
Do you want your response treated as confidential? Please choose the option that is relevant to you.

Yes / No Click or tap here to enter text.
 
Please tell us if parts of your responses or your whole response contains confidential information and explain why below.
[Write your response here]


Data Centre Commitment Fee Mechanism and Design
Do you agree with our proposed Data Centre Commitment Fee, based on Option 1A?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

1. Do you agree with our qualitative assessment? 
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Data Centre Commitment Fee Value and Calibration
2. Is it reasonable to assess the impact of the fee on a hypothetical data centre IRR for a viable project? If not, what alternative basis for an assessment of the impact of the fee on a viable data centre would be more appropriate?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Assuming your data centre project will progress to energisation, what would be the impact on your IRR if the Data Centre Commitment Fee value is set at 2.5% or 7.5% of the average capital costs per MW?
Please provide reasons and relevant evidence to support your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

3. Do you agree with the proposed estimate of approximately £9.5 million per MW as the average capital cost of building a data centre? 
Please provide reasons for your answer.
[bookmark: _Hlk189216789]Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Do you agree that capital expenditure is a more appropriate basis than development expenditure for calculating the commitment fee?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

4. Do you agree that a fee range of 2.5% to 7.5% of average capital costs is proportionate to the policy objective? What would value would best balance impact while avoiding undue burden?  Please provide reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

5. Would a fee at the lower end of the proposed range be sufficient to deter speculative or non-viable projects?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

6. Would a fee at the upper end of the proposed range risk deterring viable, non-speculative projects?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

7. Do you agree with our assumptions that projects that are speculative/non-viable at point of application (or already in the queue) will not be able to secure such a fee based on any of the selected range?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

8. If you disagree with Question 10, what assumptions can be improved and how? Please suggest what additional data Ofgem would need to make an informed decision.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Do you agree that the commitment fee should apply only to data centre projects equal to or above 40 MW that connect to the transmission system or have a transmission impact?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

9. Is 40 MW the appropriate threshold for determining applicability? If not, what threshold should be used and why?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

10. We have used judgement to set a fee based on the impact on a hypothetical data centres IRR. Are there examples of how this fee is calculated and set in other jurisdictions (for example, USA, Spain, Ireland), that we could base it on to meet our objectives? Can you provide evidence that the regimes are consistent with the UK, and if not, what impact should that have on the calculation of the fee?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Is there any key element that we did not consider that would improve the quality of our analysis to establish the appropriate Data Centre Commitment Fee?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Data Centre Commitment Fee: Scope and Detailed Implementation
[bookmark: _Hlk189217100]Do you agree with our proposed threshold of 40 MW for which projects should be in scope of the commitment fee? 
Please provide the reasons for your answer. 
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Do you agree with our proposal to apply the Data Centre Commitment Fee from offer acceptance to energisation? 
[bookmark: _Hlk189217479]Please explain your reasoning.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

11. Do you agree with our proposed definition of data centre, including the proposed approach for self-declaration and verification?
[bookmark: _Hlk189217904]Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

12. Which adjustment process do you prefer with regard to the fee value: review at NESO or Ofgem discretion, or periodic review? Do you agree with the frequency proposed for the periodic review?  
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Do you agree with our proposal to adjust the applicability threshold for the Data Centre Commitment Fee?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

13. Do you agree with our proposed sanction pre-energisation?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Do you agree with our proposal to treat the Data Centre Commitment Fee as a security and accept existing types of securities? Do you agree with our proposal to pass forfeited securities to consumers through TNUoS charges?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Do you agree with our proposal in relation to the treatment of hybrid projects with regard to the commitment fee?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

14. Do you agree with our proposal in relation to change of use and modification applications?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

15. Do you agree with our proposal in relation to treatment of self-terminating projects following an increase of the data centre commitment fee?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

16. What option do you prefer regarding other cancellation charges following self-termination: Option 1: being required to pay them or Option 2: not being required to pay them?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

17. Do you agree with our proposal in relation to exemptions and grace periods?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

18. Do you have specific concerns or comments related to the proposals discussed in chapter 5?
Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Data Centre Queue Management Milestones: Policy Design
19. [bookmark: _Hlk189218529]Do you agree with our proposed data centre queue management milestone measures? 
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

20. Which of the three options for binding compute offtake evidence do you consider most appropriate, and why? Do you agree with our minded to position of a requirement for at least 20% of compute capacity for at least one year?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

21. For the compute offtake threshold, should the percentage threshold or minimum contract duration should be higher, lower, or designed differently for different data centre business models?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

22. For the long-lead procurement requirement, should the requirement cover transformers and switchgear only, or should other long-lead electrical equipment be accepted?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

23. For the long-lead procurement requirement, should equipment be assessed against indicative voltage-linked ranges, or should NESO and distribution network operators assess whether it is appropriate to the project’s particular connection and design?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

24. Do you agree with our proposal to require data centre projects to demonstrate financial capability through either an investment-grade credit rating or legally enforceable credit support committed to the project?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

25. For financial capability, should a credit rating held by the developer, project company or a financially supporting parent company be accepted, and what evidence should demonstrate that parent-company support is committed to the relevant project?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

26. Are investment grade credit ratings, BBB− from Standard & Poor’s or Fitch and Baa3 from Moody’s, appropriate minimum ratings?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

27. What alternative forms of credit support should be accepted, including letters of credit, cash deposits, collateral, committed financing facilities or other equivalent security?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

28. Should the amount of credit support be linked to the project’s capacity, expected capital cost, remaining development expenditure or another measure, and how should it be calibrated?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

29. Do you agree that evidence relating to EN 50600, TIA-942 or Tier Certification of Design Documents should satisfy the proposed technical capability requirement at M6.Dc? Are there other standards or certifications that should be accepted, and why?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

30. If you don’t agree with our proposed technical and financial capability tests, how would you change them? What other financial and technical capability tests could we use?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

31. Do you agree with our proposal to structure the data centre queue management milestones framework around distinct Self-operation and Lease or Sale Pathways? Please explain whether the proposed pathways accurately reflect data centre business models and identify any models that would not be appropriately accommodated.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

32. Do you agree with our proposed timing for each evidence requirement, including pathway selection and MoU at M0.5.Dc, long-lead procurement at M2.Dc and firm compute offtaker evidence at M6.Dc? Please provide evidence on when viable, non-speculative projects can ordinarily supply each form of evidence.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Data Centre Queue Management Milestones: Implementation 
33. Do you agree with our options for the thresholds at which the data centre queue management milestones are implemented, and do you agree with our proposed threshold of 10 MW rated IT load?
Please provide your reasoning and supporting evidence.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

34. Do you agree that the data centre queue management milestones should apply to relevant projects connecting at both transmission and distribution? Please explain whether any differences between the transmission and distribution connection processes require a different approach.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

35. Do you agree with the proposed approach to applying the data centre queue management milestones to existing and future projects? Please identify any circumstances in which different treatment would be appropriate.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

36. Do you agree with the proposed approach to the submission, assessment and ongoing validity of milestone evidence? In particular, what process should apply where evidence is incomplete, has expired, is no longer effective or needs to be replaced?
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

37. Do you agree that failure to provide satisfactory evidence by the applicable deadline should result in the project being treated as having failed the relevant queue management milestone? Please identify any circumstances in which a project should instead be allowed to remedy the failure, and how this could work.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

38. Do you agree with our proposed exemptions and transitional arrangements for existing data centre projects? Please identify any circumstances in which a different exemption or transitional period would be appropriate.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

Statutory Duties and Associated Legal Responsibilities
39. Do you agree that the proposed legal text changes as set out in the ancillary documents give effect to the policy intent as set out in this consultation?
[bookmark: _Hlk189219683]Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]

40. Do you have any suggestions or comments regarding potential legal text changes to regulatory documents that we did not consider?
[bookmark: _Hlk189219985]Please provide the reasons for your answer.
Yes/ No Click or tap here to enter text.
[Write your response here]
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