From: WhiteT (Tess), MSP

Sent on: Friday, August 16, 2024 5:08:25 PM

To: RIIOElectricityTransmission <RIIOElectricityTransmission@ofgem.gov.uk>

Subject: ** Consultation input on the proposed regulatory funding and approval framework *

Dear Jon Sharvill,

Please kindly see the Petition to be considered by the Scottish Parliament’s Petitions
Committee on 11 September.

If you right-click on the link below you will find details.

Improve the public consultation processes for energy infrastructure projects - Petitions
(parliament.scot)

Calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to:

e review and seek to update section 3.2 of the Energy Consents Unit: Good Practice
Guidance for Applications under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 to
address the concerns of communities about the lack of meaningful, responsible, and
robust voluntary and pre-application consultation by transmission operators on energy
infrastructure projects

e explore all available levers to strengthen community liaison and public participation for
the lifecycle of energy infrastructure projects.

Background information

Communities across North East Scotland have serious concerns about the quality and
transparency of the public consultation accompanying SSEN Transmission’s East Coast 400kV
Phase 2 project.

SSEN’s engagement with communities has been rushed, and insufficient effort has been made
to understand and communicate the full impact of the proposals to impacted communities.
There have been inconsistencies between information presented in SSEN’s published material
and their contact with community representatives. Many affected residents were unaware of
the plans and it has fallen to local campaigners to raise awareness.

These concerns have had a detrimental impact on the wellbeing of residents, who are worried
about their health, businesses, property value, cultural heritage, and the loss of prime
agricultural land.

The Scottish Government must use all available levers to improve the public consultation
processes for energy infrastructure projects and ensure they are carried out with the consent of
the affected communities.


https://wakconservatives.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ba14d6e168a437afc7214e654&id=624612da0d&e=c67adddc75
https://wakconservatives.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ba14d6e168a437afc7214e654&id=624612da0d&e=c67adddc75
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2022/02/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/documents/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022/govscot%3Adocument/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2022/02/good-practice-guidance-applications-under-sections-36-37-electricity-act-1989/documents/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022/govscot%3Adocument/energy-consents-unit-good-practice-guidance-applications-under-section-36-37-electricity-act-1989-february-2022.pdf

The communities of North East Scotland cannot understand why the transmission
infrastructure cannot be offshored or undergrounded. In addition, the consultation process is
flawed. This is not a just or fair transition to Net Zero and communities are being left behind.

Productive farmland is under threat and food security is at risk.

Also this consultation process of yours has not been widely circulated. Please can this be
remediated immediately.

Kind regards,

Tess



