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Dear Sir or Madam 
 
Response to Open Letter on future reform to the electricity connections process 
 
I write regarding your Open Letter dated 16th May 2023 where you invited stakeholder views on the above 
proposals, on: 
 

• The nature and priority of connections issues (section 1 - the challenge). 

• Priority areas of focus for Ofgem (Section 4 – what you can expect from us). 

• Our proposed objective, outcomes, and guiding principles (Annex A); and, 

• The illustrative reform stages and options for consideration (Annex B) 
 
Summary 
 
We are very supportive of the direction of travel and the reforms and changes outlined in the letter. We 
absolutely agree that action needs to be taken now. There must be a fit for the future connections 
regime. Changes must be made if we are to achieve the common goal of enabling a timely transition to 
net zero, we must act now to maximise the existing capacity on our grid network in advance of any 
transmission upgrades which will take years to deliver.  In this regard, our Allt Na Moine project (outlined in 
more detail below) is a clear example of where a quick win of getting a further 2MW of additional renewable 
generation onto the system can be delivered today, and we have been lobbying hard recently with SSE and 
NGESO to effect some of the changes you are suggesting.  We have outlined these below as we think these 
examples will help to support your objectives. 
 
Allt Na Moine Hydro (ANM) 
 
Foster Turner Hydro Limited is a joint venture 
formed by CRF Hydro, who have operated 12 hydro 
schemes over the last decade, and the Turner 
group based in Glasgow, who have over 100 years 
of global engineering expertise.  Together as Foster 
Turner Hydro, we have 4 operational schemes with 
one under construction and another  planned 
developments. We have a significant amount of 
capital invested in this sector, and we have a long-
term approach and commitment to these 
investments. 
 
Foster Turner Hydro recently constructed and 
commissioned a 2-megawatt hydro scheme at Allt 
Na Moine, located to the North of Applecross in 
Wester Ross, Scotland (see photo of powerhouse 
opposite. This is exactly the type of scheme that 
should be prioritised in the new connections 
process. 

 





 

 
 

Foster Turner Hydro Limited - Company number SC648168 

connections regime.”  We just trust that such interventions and supervision will be granular enough to get 
down to specific live projects and not just at the policy level. 
 
You have stated that you are looking at the queue methodology and “how changes are applied to both new 
applicants and those parties already in the queue with a connection agreement “Hopefully that means that 
our project at Allt Na Moine, along with all other operational but transmission constrained schemes are very 
much in focus. 
 
We would also welcome a review into the calculations and methodologies used to determine capacity 
utilisation on the transmission network (see above example on this point) 
 
Above all we support your statement that - Ofgem will work with the ESO and SCG etc “to ensure that the 
connections process is an enabler of decarbonisation and not an obstacle – where we identify gaps 
in priority areas, or the need for action to support swift delivery of benefits we will work with all 
parties to address this.” 
 
We would very much like to think that these initiatives can be delivered extremely quickly, enabling us to 
deliver a speedy transmission connection to maximum export levels for Allt Na Moine.  To our minds this is a 
quick win in this area that will immediately unlock 2 megawatts of renewable generation into the UK system.  
Given the strategic priority of this area connecting already operational generators as soon as 
possible should be the priority of anybody working in this area. 
 
We also welcome the approach of Ofgem take a central role in driving progress on the reform of connections 
arrangements, including in monitoring the progress of the ongoing industry initiatives.  We would ask Ofgem 
to hold the industry to account to deliver immediate tangible and quantifiable outcomes from these initiatives 
and to ensure that the whole process doesn’t disappear into an industry-only silo filled with endless 
conferences and no meaningful action (as has been our experience in the recent past). 
 
Looking forward, we also welcome the proposals to review the FCFS queue methodology and would 
welcome proposals to focus more on deliverability of projects within a certain pre-defined timescale. 
 
Annex A: Proposed objective, outcomes, and principles for reform 
 
We support and agree with your identified reform outcomes – specifically. 

• Transparent, consistent data giving applicants advance, granular insight into expected grid capacity 
and level of investment needed. 

• More robust connection applications, enabling well – progressed projects to proceed. 

• Reforms deliver improvements swiftly enabling shorter average connection dates to be offered to 
customers. 

• Greater coordination and consistency across system boundaries, supporting more consistent 
outcomes and efficient and coordinated approaches. 

 
We would just stress that there must be circumstances analogous to ours at Allt Na Moine and we would 
press you to ensure that these are fully transmission connected by the end of 2023 if possible, so we 
accelerate the drive to net zero and increase the swift decarbonisation of the grid. 
 
Annex B: Illustrative reform stages and options for consideration 
 
We are fully supportive of both the ESO 5- point plan and the ENA Strategic Connections 3 step plan.  
 
We are pleased to see the priority assigned in both to storage and would highlight that “storage” must include 
hydro schemes with storage capacity. At Allt Na Moine and our other projects we have the potential for 10 – 
20 days of storage in our dams and reservoirs and it makes strategic sense to accelerate and prioritise these 
schemes. The attached phrase is particularly welcome – “we would expect to see the most significant 
improvement in connection dates for smaller solar, wind and storage connections, currently 
impacted by significant reinforcement works on the transmission system.”  We would ask you to hold 
the ESO to account in delivering clear and immediate actions to back up these comments. This is the 
situation at Allt Na Moine in a nutshell and hopefully these statements lead to a quicker connection for us? 






